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Just another day

Garrison Keillor celebrates 25 years of ‘A Pm:mHmCmpmm . ... with no celebration

iy Brian Lambert
Sc Pl Pioneer Press

Ihhmhgﬁrehun:(nhhuhﬂmwd
press ‘making no special
observance of the 251h 25th anniversary of “A
Prairic Home Companion.”
Naself-congratulatory interviews of the
magazine and *Entertainment Tonight™ variety,
with Keillor expelling personal pronouns like
cartridges from

Al'lcrl.‘yclls.lhu

Saturday s just
anaither date, and he’ll celebrate it wnll nh‘“]
show. You can decide for yourself how
this is another Ieoll(mﬂnl‘nqulrty
contrarian . The guywho mukes left
turms where others invariably go right.

Butwe can agree he's earned it, Awmr
century going your own way is i long
roads miost othier people never dure exp

Likewise, there’s not much mysleryubomhu
value o the Minnesota Public Radio e
arguably the moss successful emllynflmi:l\d!ll the
country. Ditto the eatire public radio
which continues o regard him and * PHC nuae
of its two o three most populur programs and
influential fund-raising vehicles,

But Keillor's value 1o what passes for breadth of
exfiression on contem| erican radio itself
el rstated. While a financial lmuh} T
any ion, Keillor and “A Prairic Home
¥ compares 10 the likes of
hmmml. radio cash machines like Howard
Stern, Rush Limbaugh and Dr. Laura Schlessinger.

hocaind
‘Garrigon Keillor, pictured in his office in 5L Paul, Minn., mmmmmnsnmmnnunu
‘for what he has.

build large audiences without pandering. you
appreciate Keillor's presence all the more.

“That may be like saying, us you stand back fora
moment and ook at his 25 years of work with
*Prairic Home lon,” that he's nmnlunhl:
Aorwhat he hasn't done as for what he has, The
Rivertown Trading mcrchandise machinery
nwl.!wndmg. iilor has, by and large, woided

transforming himseld inio a caricature via the kind
:iullhih cel I)wnnhnpnd:lp:mlnlch ities
in sl

And when you move from there

1

Issues of literate satire, a genuine affinity for
‘American folklore and o resolute determination 1o

i
E;:n n% %‘i
Em o

wriften up in the paper.

nwmve calculated ways,
Tt mry be that Keillor's core audi

smart for that kind of thing. They can get all the
Tude, “1 got mine” knowit-ulls they 1l ever want at
u dozen other stops on the dial. We suspect “PHC™

remain loyal to Kedllor, in pan, because, after
25 years, he continues 1o provide a stark altermative
10 the crussness and bland hucksterism that blares
from so much of commercial radio,

Keillor may be quirky and idiosyneratic, but he's
survived all this time with his dignity intact. In the
moderm mrktpuu where people of talent so

and willingly sacrifice their dignity for
commercial success, that may the most

from the andbe
it

lable aspect of his sdver

Keillor books well-received
by both adults and children

By Mary Aun Grossmann . eads into his late x| wish |
S1. Paud Pioneer Press humar and write
| Sinc idos s o of e T
Magerias, lor bas 7P\|bhb=d a year before J
mmm"‘dmm :{::‘u?edmlhﬂmul mﬁm
; novel is funny

Yﬂtmimmh:mlg:““ buwdy. ||||Muumpu|umﬂ’

orker| iy '}lome station (s cruss between WCCO
Comoudion: aadhe s cish el oy “"""‘"‘ﬂa" -t

e ul

mﬁ ndullbwh Wh"md“- lecherous, |nsulm||n:|d|luamuul
ane for glr.'_nlu :n: ne_w- !:g:mmu " (1993) — This
mNilhurmh“ ‘wife, Jenny Lind '}ﬁ'ﬂu'm m’:r“mm“

‘Here'sabricf ook at hisbooks,  }1c smne hat o marierwhih
with dates of hardcover publication:  yy 3 puy rans these days,there's

'to Ba Hera" (14K1) This somethifig or someone waiting o

debut umad: upulpmlh trip him up.
Turmorous fi (1997) — Keillor

range in subject from anll for shy
1 1o pm ubout radio station
T, which are precursors to the
ook Keillor would write 10 years
later.

“Lake Wobegon 1985) —
The bmk(hntmm::d( m?mo
literary stardom unddt:hc coverof

Time magazine sti
readers. af hittersweet
stories about Lake Wobegon and its

citizens (who Keillor had
introduced on his radio show), this
book is festooned with footnotes.
Home" (1987) — Made
up of stories written for
riormance on A Prairie Home
panion,” this book was
published the year Keillor
announced the end of his rudio
show. Included is the touching
script for the fast show, in which the
narrator sits in the Chatterbos Cafe
watches the citizens.

“'We Are SHN Married" [1959) —
When this collection of 72 starfes,
Ea:manl letiers was published,

illor was living in New York. He
ulyrl:ul bout his life in

n, honest about his fears
nrld hopes,

terms with middle age und
relationshi
Aging was on his mind s he

se's

Our summer clearance
sale is now in progress.

1f you need a few more
flowers to fill in here or
there this is the sale for
you. All annuals are now
at least 30% to 50% off
regular prices. Come and

visit our greenhouse.
You'll be glad you did!

e

and frank incomingto |

revisis Like Wobegon in this novel
sbout Joha Tollefson, great-
E’indﬂmul one of Lake

Ngun s Norwegian immigrant

I::'mm uwu;-

RKeillor says he hsd the time of his
life writing this political satirc,
inspired by Gov. Jewe Ventura's
career,

Keillor's books for children:

“Cal, You Batter Come Home™
(1995) — A cat leaves for E
makes a fortune in cat food a
comes home in & sorry stase. With

aintings by Minneapolis artists
Elmluhnm nnﬂ Lou Fan 4
(1998) — An :lld uy wha loves the
stinky stuff is hauled into court by

the cheese police

“The Battom Orchestra™
(1996) — Keiller and his wife wrote
this story sbout a girl who pl Ilr
vindin and her friend who prefers

play sparts.

The Plant Hﬂ
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