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‘A Prairie Home Companion’:
Thousands flock to see voice behind
popular radio variety show.

By Patti

Steele listeners of *A Prairic Home
RENO GAZETTE-JOURNAL

ion™ Saturday, as the
live f et hoe

“Co to you live from riety ‘was
Nevada mountains from Nevada for the first time.
The showstartedat 3p.m.so
listeners in the East and Cen- |
Garrison  tral time zones could get their
Keillor introduced Reno and  weekly fix of| from Lake

More than 5,600 le
streamed into the E::Tar
a look at

Events Center to
‘man behind that familiar
voiceand tosee firsthand alive
io broadeast,

radio

Keillor had thiscrowd in his
pocket before he walked on
stage just minutes before the
e :‘?:J“m‘f:.,““‘a“;

at
i ‘hy audience in lzn.pn;
he Range.”

*“l wanted to make sure

you're the rij ludunu. Ils
tald them, then asking if’

oW s aired live at 3

Keillor brings his Minnesota humor to Reno

e g we down
. i an folks went. or|
What: APllIanom- ﬁd‘-_mm'ﬂ;:d :
Noon2pm teday. | 0L CL0bran o, i
M i gy ‘What lwm
preceded by
p.m. 3 hours of rehearsal. Before he
“No,"boomedtheresponse.  put on the suit, Keillor
“Well, what do you people more ortable in casual
usuallydoat 3inthe afternoon  clothes working on the num-
_-g-rd 7" he asked. bers he sometimes writes j
or those who didn't know, hours before show time.

Keillor told them this show
the would be five.
“It goes out as we do it,” he

Jaf CooperiFiero Giaratie tourms
Gsrnsunl(dln:s

He and the show’s regulars  SINGING STORY:
TELLER:
See KEILLOR 00 13& o show in Reno

the Lawlor Events Center to Wobegon, — live and
more than 2 million faithful on time.
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Keillor

From page 1A

—actors Tim Russell and Sue Scott,
Fﬂlfﬁbﬂ! man Tom Keith and
chard Dworsky, The Guy's All-
Star Shoe Band leader — were re-
hearsing until less than an hour be-
fore the doors opened.
After each number, Keillor of-
femd direction.
“The key to :’l:djnke here is the
talk about the food fights,™ he told
foo

this: ‘(::ndy sounds a Im]e
more Southern in the beginning; I'd
ﬂ_t_ul there, but don’t her

As he always does on the road,
Keillor customized the show to fit
the host city. Saturday’s routines in-
cluded plenty of referencesto Reno,
cowboys and local culture, which
the audience applauded without
prompting. 4 .

“Lake Tahoe is about 45 minutes
away from here, depending on how
many people want to go there the
um:um you do. Nlle;r n—:phce

in America, wlnch seems to be the
function of Nevada, Everybody
mﬁaplae:tudntlam@m see
things that you would not do in your
own hometown,™

The crowd even forgave Keillor
for occasionally rhyming Nevada
with terra cotta,during one of the

TO JOIN KUNR

Phone: 327-5867, Ext. 514.
Mail: KUNR-FM, University of
Nevada, Reno, Mail Stop 294,
Reno, NV 29557,

many limericks he recited.

“We're hi; fans of Prairic Home
Cn'mplnlon said Carol Schley of
Reno, who attended with husband,
Bill. “I'm from Mumcsou,mlnm:
llu.l is like hearing about back

Elbcrl Mills of Fallon liked the
show “because it’s got my kind of
humor. | wanted to see how they did
this live.™

the five-minute intermis-

sion at the top of the hour, many

gathered around the stage to hand
Kceillor items to autograph.

R.I:u[fi:' ;I;:h a doll," said Z[mi

of Reno. "They sound just

like they do on the radio. I wanted

to close my eyes and pretend | was

at home lmemn;, but it’s oo much
fun to actually watch them.”

One of the more segments
of the show involves 1 reading

stuffinto boxes before they take their
seats. Most are greetings to friends
who listen to the show and only a few
are chosen to be read on air.

RADIO SHOW: Garrison Keillor, right, Sue Scott, Co
midde,deknRussdlperfannduinn'hPmr‘al‘bma the

“Happy birthday, Nancy. Your
mom won't be here; she took the
wrong bus from North g

“Toall the relatives in Wisconsin

Among the notes from Renothat — we're back in Reno again. The

missed getting on the air:

last time to get married, this time to

get divorced. Mary and Martin.”
“Qurson Ryanturns |8 today. He
wanted to be an astronaut, but now
he wants to be a Lutheran pastor —
;-hxll"l the difference? Chuck and
'am

Jeft CoopetiHenc Garetts Journal
ion" Saturday at the Lawlor Events Center on
niversity of Nevada, Reno campus.

“Hello, John and Eunice. Greet-
ings from the place where the right
arm grows stronger, the wallet gets
“gbm and the debls grow cheaper.

*Il be home sooner than planned,
Jan and Roger.”
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