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SUSAN PFANNMULLER/Special to The Stan\

The season finale of the radio show “A Prairie Home atre. Host Garrison Keillor brought the sold-out crowd

Companion” was produced Saturday at Starlight The-

up to date on the happenings at Lake Wobegon.

A ‘graceful’ KC becomes a Prairie Home Companion

By PHIL O’'CONNOR
Staff Writer

Humorist and radio show host Gar-
rison Keillor came to the big city to
help put a small-town feel into Kansas
City’s Fourth of July celebration.

About 8,000 people packed
Starlight Theatre in the sweltering
heat Saturday evening to see the live
season finale of the Keillor's popular
public radio show, “A Prairiec Home
Companion.”

Elsewhere, families and friends gath-
ered for food, festivals and fireworks.

Keillor, dressed in a black tuxedo
and red bow tie, delighted the audi-
ence in the two-hour performance
with a folksy mix of music, comedy
skits and “The News From Lake
Wobegon,” a fictitious place “where
the women are strong, the men are
good-looking and all of the children
are above average.”

Keillor, 55, began with a song and

later gave his own abbreviated history

of the area.

He touched on several Kansas City
traditions, including barbecue, the
Plaza and even the origins of Starlight
and its Moorish-style architecture,
which he said was inspired by a visit
by Marie of Romania in the 1920s.

“People who think Kansas City is
kind of a cow town have not been here,
because it’s a graceful city, one of the
most graceful in America,” he said.

He noted the city’s parks, boule-
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