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storyteller, but

Garrison Keillor may not
consider himself a master

success of *A Prairie

Home Companion”

proves fans think
otherwise.
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Self-effacing Wobegon storyteller
ending season right here in Kansas City

By BRIAN McTAVISH

Aty & Enftertasnment Writar

ry telling Garrison Keillor
that he's “America’s finest
storyteller” and the skilled
yarn-spinner disputes the
mantle outright
The tout describing Keillor in his
own publicity materials rings hollow
to the native Minnesotan, who has
written 10 books. appeared regularly
in The New Yorker magazine and 1s
the long-running host of public
radio’s acclaimed weekly rural-fla
vored variety show, “A Prairie He
Companion
“It’s a promotional phrase.” Keillor
said of the “finest storyteller” tag
“Nobody would ever use that phrase
except the people who are paid to
come up with phrases like that
Keillor was speaking by phone t
other day in advance of his show
son-ending Fourth of July broadcast
at Starlight Theatre in Kansas City
“Writers accept promotion as a part
of the business they're in,” he said
“But you don't take it seriously
Since 1974 Keillor has taken seriou:
ly his radio show, most of which he
writes himself. The show’s home hase
is the Fitzgerald The: n downtown
St. Paul, Minn,, but the program hits
the road for about half of its 33 live
broadeasts a year featuring comedy
skits, music, authors and other guests
By public radio standards, it’s also a
big success As many as 2.5 million
fans tune in each week on 433 public
radio stations across the country
Among the program’s myriad down
home elements — from mock radio
commercials pitching, say
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Without missing a beat, the veterar
toryteller insists that he doesn't think
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M “A Prairie Home Companior
with Garrison Keillor will cor
clude its 1997-98 season with a
national radio broads at5s
p.m. Saturday produced live at
Starlight Theatre. Guests include
Lawrence blues singer Kelley
Hunt, Kansas City folk singer Iri
DeMent and humorist and
Kansas City native Calvin Trillin

The two-hour show will be
broadcast live by KCUR-FM
(89.3) in Kansas City and KANU
FM (91.5) in Lawrence. On Sunv
day it will be rebroadcast at 10
a.m. on KANU and at 11 am. on
R. Any remaining tickats
cost $15 and $20. Call 235-2

W Also on Saturday, Keillor is
scheduled to give a dramatic
reading of the Declaration of I
dependence at 9:45 p.m. as part
of the free outdoor Fourth of July
celebration at the Harry S. Tru
n Library and Museum in In
dependence. Fireworks will fol-
low. For information: 833-1400.
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I like the idea of being close to the center of the country on the Fourth of July, I'm very fond of the Fourth
of July. I mean, it's a holiday that's looking for some kind of revival

~ Garrison Keillor, on his show’s July 4 broadcast at Starfight Theatre
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