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that personifies his radio
‘A Prairie Home Companion.®

It is not Lake Wobegon, his famil-
iar town on the Minnesota plains.
[matend, he hunkets for n month

in his apartment on Manhattan's

mmmm&mmmwu
of four New York installments will
be heard Saturday at & pm., live,

radio

Town
Hall on West 43rd Street in
Manhattan, bt all the tickets are

gune
hglurYaﬂu s very important to us”
Keaillor said. “We come here mainly for
the live nudience. Now Yorkers are
not daunted by being the only two
jpeople in the theater who think seme-
thing is funny. When you hear somé-
body laughing heartily, it helps. It's a
very sharp audience, people who are
there to have a good time, not many
who come out of obligation, because
their company bought tickets or they
want to support public radio.”
Keillor has had a long love affair

with New York, and he even “retired”
from radio and moved to Manhattan,
where he wrote books and easays.
Ultimately, he procuced a version of
“A Prairie Home Companion” from
the city and then returned the show
to its roots in St. Padl — with fre-
quent road trips to San Diego or

inshville or wherever, but particu-
larly New York.

Scott Rivard, the technical director.
“He's addicted to it. New York geta
his croative juices gaing”

Keillor explained: "New Yark is an
unpapular symbal. When we did the
show from here as “The American
Radio Company, it didn’t really sit
well with our audiences. | still hear
abauat it, when peophe get over their
politaness”

Kaillor knows the city. Last
five minutes after the show, my w.r.
and | spotted Keillor already being
escorted to his table at o Venetian
restaurant, Osterin al Doge. on the
next block

“I'm still & tourist in New York,”
Keillor insisted recently “ walk
around stunned and charmed at the
same time. I'm not & true New Yorker.
[ never came to New York to “makse it
I came here for three weeks in 1966
and discovered it was better to be
broke in Minnesota.”

Keillor says he does not change the
show for its New York run. There are
the popular cowbay skits and the Guy
Noir detective skits, which could come
from anywhere, and “whenever we're
on the road, we always use local ref.

erences”

Early in the first New York show,
on Nov, 16, Keillor sang a parody aof
“Hush Litle Baby (Don't Say s Word,"
listing all the good things Daddy could
provide in New York: Botticelli, Cafe

—,

ing
“T always felt he'dl be back.” said

AP File Fhiots.
Garrison Keillor gives his “News From Lake Wobegon" monologue during a visit to
Middlebury College in the early 1980s.

des Artistes, Tiffany’s, Nathan Lane,
ate., ote, As a cantrast, he described
mid-November in the Twin Cities,
when, he claimed, people stop going
to chamber music concerts and start
Ieerding the cattle into the living room
out of the wintry blasts

Far the first show, New York was the
scene of Keillor's linchpin monologue,
the weekly news from the fictional
Lake Wobegon.

Hunched on & high stool at conter
stage, wearing a buxedo and bright red
socks, his ayes often closed, Keillor
recited, with no notes, the tale of a
man from Lake Wobegon who had
come to New York to dance in an
avant-garde troupe.

‘v with hia knses failing and his
career nearly over, the man had
brought his parents to watch him
dance his last performance, only to dis-
uwlrhﬂ wauld portray a flower, danc-

Nmm'ly(hll.hul his parents would
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stay in his tiny apartment, where he
had rented out the only bedroom ta
woman named Sheryl, who had
affered to let him share the bedroom.
“As llhnpplm he is not. lll:ru'kd o

way they cannot exprens.”

But in Town Hall, I saw several
people nodding their heads, as if this
were & tale about people from their

women,” Keillor nated, so th he told & Th ivil
declined Sheryl's offer, npﬂm not to  fable sbout & turkey that developed
wven try 1o fool his parents.  crush on & large dog.)

Toward the end of the monologue, Another value of playing New York
Keillor closed his eyes and intoned,  for four weeks is the amount of talent
“Artists are the lilies of the field that  available.“We usually do a little snoap-
Jesus talked about in the Sermon on  ing for something special” said

the Mount,” and then he recited the
sermon. (] happen to remember the
“verse from Sunday school, although [
Ahink I got it slightly wrong on the
show,” he sdmitted later ) He talked
about the dancer's vulnerability and
courage as he pnpund to play I-l
to his parents from

“Teid lmir-ur:hmﬂufnmd
of mine who knows the dance field”
said Kefllor, who expecied that the
monalogue would bring eritical mail
“from people who are saddened in
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Chriatine Tschids, the show's pro-
ducer, s Minnesotan who fell in
with New York when she worked st
the Brooklyn Academy of Music for
seven years.
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appearance by the mezzo-soprane
Susanne Mentser and the soprano
mwf&-m

Gamson Keillor Returns to the Manhattan Prairie

formed an “Oedipus® switch:
ing from Geos Bush to Jack
Nicholson to Edith Bunker (Jean

come out b Illmm Just to sing &

fow song,” Keillor said.)
Saturday's guests include the
Susannah MeCarkle

cabaret singer

and n Canadian musical group, the
Rankin Family, as well as surprise
guests from “Prairie” friands and
alumni now making it big near
Broadway,

Then there are the skits Keillor

to Roas Perot to Henry
Kinimr to Ihnr- Chris Forth,

another Twin Cities regular, and Alice
llhyun . nrnnhag veteran, did the

:Pmru fan all have their favorite
Keillor moments. Mine came on Jan.
26, 1095, when Keillor delivered o

ewt, & strange young eoot,
with & glaam in his eye and a smirk
on his snoot, mnd now he's the speaker,
and bay can he speak, like a big bal-
loon with a very slow leak.”
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