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‘The fact that’ Fitzgevald never did write a hymn or homage to the Midwest has always been painful. carwsos kenLow

St. Paul tender over a slight

Fitzgerald's town finally pays due to novelist who left it behind

By Dennis 1. Carrell though Fiesgerabd thought St I':-nlv-'ih.l

LK CORRESPIN YT

ST. PALL, Mimn. - F. Seott. Fitagerahi's
hirth ety finlly ended T years of pouting
over hurt feelings bast week s it eclobrated  festival for students, dances, a 1920s fashion
the 100th birthlay of the writer who left Mﬂﬁ!mdlmdl&
here st the age of 2 and never came back.

“Fitzgerakd did that quintessentinl Mid-
western thing - be went somewhere else,”
sald Patricis Hampl. o St. Paul suthor and  Keillor's “Prairie Home Companion.” which
ane of several writers who gathered here to i broadesst from St Puol and & “Crest
toast Fitzgerald in eelebrations.

Hamgpl, the director of creatrve writmg ac
the University of Minnesots and an organis- 24, 1896, By 1919, he had stiended Princeton
er af the Fitzgeruhi festival, suid that even

For the record St Paul and moved haek into his parents”
ot B of g8 | 0 o e i B
R e
- & et ity e | ™ e themreturmed East, pukl off b deds

and putched wp his rstsance with Sayre. The
ovaple retmrmesd to 5t Paad for the hirth of

Faifing finsncially with his writing and ro-
Iuwmuuh-ﬂh

192 Fitagerald died of a heart attack in
Hollywood Decomber 21, 1940, at the age of
. Zeldu Fitzgerald spent her final years In
& mental in Asheville, N.C. She died
in & fire ot the hospital in 1948

Keillor, o native Minnesotan, okl the

erowd assembled in Rice Plaza for birthduy ||

eake, that they shoukd stop feeling bad that
Fitagerald left und never bothernd to return
or #ven bo pay tribute o the diy.

“Its abways been painful for us in SL
Pual,” Keillor said. “We are lonely poople in
the Midwest and we cruve approval and we &
erave praise. The fact that this young man
flew off to New York, Paris and Hollywood

. and never did write & hymn or homuge o the

Midwest has always been

Kefllor reminded those gutheresd that
Pitzgerald left for New York because “New
York was what he wanted to write about. . .
Hie millien was there. His subject was there.
st in the end, this was his home.

“Those people an Fifth Avenue and Sith
Street in New York are not going to remen-

ber F. Beutt " Keillor said.
“They're nat even going to read him. They're
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stamp Issund Friday in honor of F. Seott Fitzgerald.

Ik in the Midwest, hack (n the “lost Swede

‘but i it was more than about time that St
Paal recognize this native son. “For too long,
St. Puul preferred 10 forget this handsome,

troublessme artist. even though be en

. shrined ita streets, avenues, families and fr=

tivals in [eraturs.” the paper sshl.
There are those here who are still galle
by Fitagersid's back of publie reeognition ¢

St. Paul and i showed in his writing.
Hampl said Fitzgerald's “The Great
Gatshy™ s sbout life among the East Cosst

wealthy, but <it's not tald from the Esst, it's |
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