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“They would stroll home in the balmy air of August night, dreaming along Hennepin and i
Nicollet Avenues, through the gay crowd. Amory wondered how people could fail to notice that |
he was a boy marked for glory, and when faces of the throng turned toward him and
ambiguous eyes stared into his, he assumed the most romantic of expressions and walked on the
air cushions that lie on the asphalts of fourteen.” — F. Scott Fitzgerald's “This Side of Paradise”

Hard feelings fade
as St. Paul celebrates
Fitzgerald's birthday

By Curt Brown
Star Tribune Staff Writer

So much for holding a grudge. A century after
F. Scott Fitzgerald was born in a St. Paul apart-
ment building and almost 75 years after he aban-
doned his hometown for the brighter lights of
New York City, Paris and Hollywood, 5t. Paul
buried any lingering hard feelings Tuesday and
toasted its homegrown literary giant.

With the city's leading writers and politicians
raising candles at Landmark Center, they toasted
Fitzgerald's birthday, his work and his roots —
launching a weeklong literary lovefest complete
with sheets of birthday cake, marathon readings,
a new bronze sculpture and postage stamp, Jazz Star Tribune Photo by Tom Sweeney
Age dance lessons, flapper fashion shows and a  To mark the author's birth, Hamiine University art professor Michael Price

created a iife-size bronze statue of F. Scott Fitzgeraid, which was installed
Turn to BIRTHDAY on B8 In Rice Park on Tuesday. The statue’s original head Is at the left.
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BIRTHDAY from 81 prwvinchl shell break away from !ul in |||em|i thiswas hishome.  Fitzgerald casually holding an  gerald's prose instead of his par-  Heller and Michael Dorris, will
0. .. not only found an eople on 5th Avenue  overcoat and top hat, will remain uﬂmmdallmu read more or less cantinuously
literature festival aimed at young ln-pdmlan l lud found my first lnd m: treet are not going 10 covered until Friday’s unveill “He redeemed from his  from “The Great Garsby” from 10
writers. literary Irlen remember F. Scoti l'llnnlld Then he will glance from perilous bad habils and his own  am. 1o 3 p.m, Slll.l ay at the
“It didn't matter 1o me that he Garrisan l(nillw the radio im-  They're not even going (o read  neath a street thpm the St exe " Keillor said. "He 1:Ill.l
left and was famously unin- lu-rlv and author, told the few  him. They're much too - Poul Hotel toward the downtown all that, It doesn’t matter e thing you learn about
ﬁ Ired peo) gathered for  moting i Ives,” Kelllor said.  library. The sculpture is notona  anymore that there were times in Fitzgerald le,”
boring place,” St. Paul writer Patri- uwlnmmim birthday 1oast not  *It's back in the Midwest, back in peduua but right down on the  his life when it would have been  Price, |I|ncu}ptm'. “is that if you
cia Hampl said. “What mattered to  to feel slighted because Fitzgerald  the ‘lost Swede towns' of the  ground, giving a “one of us” im-  painful to be near him. What mat- — actually read the stulf out loud, it's
me was that he was from here. left St Paul at age 26 and never  prairies, that cherish F. o the work. As Price and  ters is his writing.” ‘much better. Its sense of nareative
returned. guun Fiezgerald. better than crew hnimd I||l' uu(l l.mo And you can hear thar writing  is fantastic.”
that I felt inside mysell was his. “It’s always been painful for us ﬂllepmﬂ Swedes - gl.lcn with pulleys a every day this week. More than 40 . who helped divwy up
thought: Look, he went on 1o write — in St. Paul,” Keillor said. "We are  turn Norwegians and all these o Mpd Klnd of  hours of free, public readings are  the among local writers
great books, maybe I could wrn Innn;p-npl! in the Midwest. and  deadly-eamnest liberals of Min- 1o see a writer lified  being held over the lunch hour in  and actors, said, “I've always liked
my hand, too.” ‘we crave approval and we crave nesot to appreciate this perpet- up Nn:m the baroque majesty of the third- hhdnniplh-pnuﬁbm I now
Hampl, who lives in a Cathedral prllu Tlu act that this young adolesoent?” rse, it probably wasn't  floor courtrooms at Landmark  realize that he really
Hill brownstone where Fltz-  man flew off 1o New York. Paris Iheﬂrll lImPqun-Jdmd«l Center and again in the evenings  dialogue and his mm-n.unn
d's grandmother  once and Hollywood and never did A bronze tribute be hoisted up, His notorious lkn G109
ln dinmurol’trnlivf mllc a hymn or homage 10 :.‘}‘_‘ A call from Keillor's cellular  halic wnyl are a hm nthin Dnduﬁndly s first reading, hthy

ways shone o year Hamiine Uni- ology, althou, Kllilnfwnln:wlnlmplndby undludmy mn ln
M&cwnalm acArthur It shouldn't be, Keillor insisted, fmwm pm‘iﬁmmnhulmu phu Scott nlldlm md

a cellular phone m' onee,  our midst 100 years ago,”
“genius” t and her work “He left for New York because Ipl(k!:ipllhl[l the most lasting or sald the issue has been Imoe three times. satid i his toast. “He created out
includes " “Buming New York is what he wanted 10 the “fest. ol ing nary an eyuan!unul hl-wnllnnllln.lhllwilln
° “Romantic Education’ write abous,” Kelllor said. *If you ' son was on his way o or a long time, the impres-  from a short-story tet, said; “He ple care about
Thme." were to walk down 59th Street,  Fitzgerald's 99th Illnlnlly party  sion anFn:pnld that pullmlullrphnneinllhlln'a ﬁ
started reading Fitz-  past the St. Moriiz and the Plaza,  and called from his l:-rplwnn
ilml
which is
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Iong as prose
fiction. He was one of ours. We
dllmmmlcm:m ter drowned out his words| . . claim him because we love him.
wwl&mnﬂ- the hotels Fitzgerald knew and  find out if | was interested.” sal ""{ it rang Here's to F. Scott
loved . . yauwuduunnnlw Price, who Ipad uhi 'nmddenﬂnnmynln
pnplemd intense conversa
on Summit Av his storles and novels. His milieu  on Tuesday. The life-size bronze,

ry lant his 400-paund ure of  exists bul narrative

nulmel.lnmru l:lnh Tions that could come right out of i In a corer of Rice Park Abmlu(pnmu-m authors,
, Mnmlwmlcuyl'mldl- . Bobbie Ann

's mk. 1 felt lllh was there. His subject was there.  which captures a confident, 30-ish  lor, who wanted 1o focus on Fitz-  Mason, 'mhlnn M. loseph
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