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GARRISON KEILLOR: the Prairie Home Companion host teams up with CBC's Double Exposure on Saturday

North of LLake
Wobegon

Garrison Keillor ventures to Vancouver
to broadcast quick impressions south

JOHN ARMSTRONG
Vncouver Sun

t would seem likely that Garnson Keillor
and the folks who make up the Prairie
Home Companion road cnm‘gany would
roll into Canada from the U.S. in pick-up
trucks at some remote border crossing, where
travellers give their bona fides w the parr-time
guard, who also manages the Husky station.
They would get directions —"About five miles
along here mmﬂmthehism. ‘course it's

nat am?'ymnhaltl‘l.
.. —roll nsmosum— gravel roads to

som 's farm and set up the equipment in
mbam the first-ever Canadian broadeast of
sl

Instead they will arrive by plane, take cabs 1o
downtown Vancouver and set up onstage at the
Queen Elizabeth Theatre, This should remind us
all that the places and people of PHC and Lake
Wobegon, Minn., home of the Sons of Knute

Lodge szvml Central Minnesota”
— indeed, even the Powdermilk Biscuit Com-
pany — are not entirely real.

der, Keillor's voice is level as syrup on a flapjack,

The on-air Keillor, who lstheau'llequmkmul'

@ nap in a warm room on a sunny day, is acrual

ly several notches up the dial from the o{fa.ir

KEIIIDI 1t’s the difference berween Vin Scully
calling a Series game and ordering take-

our Chinese food.

Hin
wtuch |mpvnz:1nn?&mn mﬁm 3

, some ‘some-
Helaysthuwlit:dwtll:&ufhmndmhim
manner
Gﬂnﬂtﬂum um
jot:luwnlwupleuf :sufmmum.ui
it to a few million people. Not even two hours,

really. Natalle MacMaster will play a few
Bmf:lnﬁddll mm.m:cﬂc‘!p\‘%ﬂﬁmm

will be a guest, as will Double ure's Bob
Robertson and Linda Cullen and the musical
group La Bottine Souriate, Bill Richardson will

read-auep-:gem. all of which leaves barely

Since 1974 (with a six-year reti in the
middle) the author and monologist’s radio vari-
ety program has, in the words of associate pro-
ducer Stevie Beck, made Keillor and the town
“household names in some households.” It is
heard in the U.S. mNanonllPuhucmdlobr

more than two ﬂ: anrhw:“cck'.n:fm
t o m might i —
Sl Wi singn, R pivin, s do yode-

ling Indian Love Call and the comparative ten-
dencies of German Lutheran and Catholic farm-
rs — news items such as this one regarding the
unfortunate death of Mr, Kloef-kom, shot while
pluwins byhu neighbor, Mr. Holmberg:

40 years he has been steadily

nerves," Mr. Holmberg said.
11salne' Holmbe: mﬁm!.bfwuklu;hu\
tion after four decades of progressive tooth-
grinding is indicative of 's way with a sto-
ry. It is something we can well imagine E. B.
White writing, or ghing at. White's es-
umer.hoJ’an would fit right into a report
ke Wobegon. In truth, it could be the top

n?me of the advance for the Canadian
broadcast states that Keillor will use the show o
explain Canada to his U.5, listeners, Over the
phone from n, near the Minnesota bar-

an anecdote.
Whatever Keillor ends up doing, it will be

done gently,

“I'm 53 now and I've mellowed, And 1 never
did have much interest in the cudgel IIIII a
satirist needs (o use. if
ally have to want to draw blood
ngl.m never been inclined to that"

Kmlh |mw!:lla&?lulrln stories about his
. 1o air for
a live show from Twain's in Hart-
ford, Conn,, he decided to start the show from
outside, singing the theme while leaning under
a tree. He had to listen to the music through 2
\'ﬂlkmnandsing’ along to the actual transmis-

Aljnkllmlnttwll'mhﬂlwnkllhwi‘-
? I I}fu':'imlzl with h uriﬂ
pounann table with hum Ilvy
n did a long improvised

Blount, the e
room. Tranquil, even ulw

‘e But he gets around.
Tickets to A Prairie Home Col at the
Elizabeth Theatre this ane $30 to

Queen

$45 through TicketMaster, 280-4444, The broad-
mbemuatzﬂp.m.lrwﬂh:hmdmsm-
day from 3to 5 p.m. on CBC Radio,
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