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Keillor: something on the air

He conjured up some marvelous
MABIQLFROM FAGE ¥ images around a lonely old man who

; had had too much to drink, but a
bly was Keillor, of course. Inatuxedo,  couldn't tie the loose ends together
but without a tie, theﬁn Yy enter- into a complete package
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tainer strolled impertu y around : :
the crowded stage, never missing a hi sStfl;lnlﬁ sth:ngff&': :’?\%ﬁegnlg edsat:'?lf al
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He appeared to have a hand in zfﬁf%t;o:;ti(]eez?plause o 3 Heinz Hall

every number or comedy routine,
from the witty asides on Pittsburgh
history, which included a jealous Hen-
ry Frick worrying about Andrew Car-
negie’s philanthrophy, to a clever skit
about isolated cigarette smokers.

The best skit was an account of
how Pittsburgh was named by a dying
Gen. John Forbes at the siege of Fort
Dugquesne. “Who would live in a town
called Pitt?" his aide asked. “Pitt. It
Just brings saliva out of your mouth.”

Finally, Keillor's weekly moment
came. Without warning, he slipped in,
“It's been a quiet week in Lake
Wobegone,” and the audience
seemed to sigh in contentment. The
Coffee Club Orchestra quietly moved
offstage and Keillor was all alone.

‘Now the Lenten season, it would
ii&pear to be the perfect time for

illor's ruminations on humankind’s
follies. He started to explore the
concept of Christian humility. “We
always seem to be descending in
March,” he observed, believing this
end of winter was when “the fertilizer
would hit the ventilator” and people
would begin to notice their state of
“degradation.”

Sitting and staring at the floor or
off into space, Keillor seemed to be in
a france, trying to will himself into his
mythical town's Main Street. But, for
some reason Saturday, Keillor
cauldn't follow his train of thought to
a satisfactory end.
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