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For Keillor,
the Surf’s up

and then New York City, where
1 lives, But Garrisan Keillor now
says, I think I'm an my way back” to
the heartland
Keillor, 40, is probably America’s
best storyteller today, ane of the best
writers and, well

left the Midwest in something
of a huff in 197 for Denmark,

asi . Allput
together, he's a

ic radio station:

fora tad more than 300/of e
aeross the:

When Kollor sad Friday that h

show in Clear Lake.

More Time Here
e boughtand andurbikdinga
from St

s e was dong mmmnmm
Toeday. W assaanycmpcof bore fuh
across the

onsin

o B
ing more time out hore,
¥R in New Yo, a0

Keillor, a mative of Anoka, Minn.
started his “A Prairie Home Comy

variety show, which featured him do-
holageof 20 inutedof iote

inga
on the “New:
Tyl smallomie Miwesetn.

Keillor reluctantly became a celebrity.

Lovesick
Illl fllsl Hllmlh‘ had lo
d been .mmp-nb-m.r
g bt b i e
u!humd.lu-!iuwalu\r time.
In 1985, at the 25th mmm«ur
hlx Amlm High School class, he say
([a Skaerved for the first time since.
school days. She had been a foreign
exchange student from Denmark and
had requrned to her home country, got
married, had four children and then
Keillor

was divorced. At the reuns
fiell "sick to my stomach in love with
her," as he's said an his show, and

they

1987, he decidedto end ~Prare
and go first to New Yark, t

\qenmm and finally back to New

::-u..mmm.mmlamuw

thought about that,”

hmuruld ‘I just got into my red
Blazer, headed east across the M

siopi ind krp( foing. Angry? No. 1

h My u-m ardian of their
own life and has a responsibility (o
cin |

cutting ev-
erything loose and getting out of it all
That's what | did.™

ic her,
haw his life is now_ There's been talk
he'shended for anotber divoree

my personal lfe i interest
g r--u 'Il;llluplnllllllrv- it
it always is I make

& il el bt themart o

i m-‘um be capable of wriing my-
self. married —and to
o e k. D s ereain o
altways interesting.~

He reportedly geis along weil with
his son, Jason, who has been  studet
a the U niversity of Minneiots and
who plays guitar and has performed
occs an the radio show.

Keillor sl he also has & warm re-
e with i parves.

abso just purchased the house | grew P
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For Keillor,
..., the Surf’s
= up in lowa

m that

stu-

prowst | IOWA BOY

ris, The r....n...nu.m Page 11
tly was.

in outside Anok. I

| Thther bull bourd by-bord, 3

m"' sheyl e o 0 b g

P o’ “Arericn Rk 0

o, il s b
v.n s i s thin s

lbenmlln(lhrl’nh:wnnv

wecn) and the

pected

DS, | to feature Keillor on the lowa polit
faster | cal caucuses; & tribute (o rock musi
iegend Buddy Holly, who died s
ing for | plane crash after playing at
Fhat" | in 1950, and another to the late \!vr
st like | edith Willson, native son of Mason
lifeas | City and o o author of “The

5

KBk bt parvorn] sed
fow,

any mm-.n.

 there a
el iy W there
e | ™ Keilor v in Betendort fortwo
years as an infant when his father
Was serving in the Army at the Rock
land Arsenal during World War Il
e s performed in lowa mans
imes, probuably the earliest being in
1575, wen e broaghe et
ing show to the gymnasium of
wlllnulr high sehool in Decorah,
at one,” he
ne of the very
er did on the d
We had a local perfarmm A won-
derful old drunkard of a Norwegian
who w

or the
brehes-

He was very reluctant to go on
stage, but then when he did w
couldri't hardly get him off. He got

| leh it

g Ofe and
[ | Lena jokes, and some of th n wor
1 o | pretay ripe. Oh, he wasa groa
Y| taner. e pianed that dndien to
jete uu another well-known
i Kel coraly
1| s one in My 1685 ot Lather Col
receiving an hon-
arary degree and was then o gie
a
4 hat afternoon and
fon I | that gymnasium was miserable,

said Peter Scholl, a Luther Cy
English professor who is now con
pleting a book analyzing Keilor's
writing and radio work. “What hap
ed was that Keillor started feel
sickand he only spoke for about

= | “That specch was surcly marc
0 1| than four minutes. It must have besn
* | at least eight minutes” he protested

with a faugh. "1 was so hot in that
Lo 1 | &Ym it was unbéarable. People wore
o = | fainting — 1 saw them! The place
was full of elderly peaple there o
watch their grandhildren graduate
5) g | and they were fainting
kx “1did what | thought was th
citizenship thing to do. I did the
o | Iy thing. | did the Boy Scout thing. |
br g | cut my speech short
“ON People at the college were
angry! They were absalutely thin.
lipped! In a very it wy they
were very upset with me. And 1
=4 | (hought 14 been doing the right
xhlnu, Bat remember, no good deed
oes npunished”
Keillor played Luther Callege at
ast two u(!lv[r times, ¢ also

o

s played a1 UKL, lows Sate and
o | the [of I His show. n
lowa Ciy singers Greg rown
| L ads
‘| was just listening to Davey
s e s the cber sigh:

130 weren't o0 sty h'd e
1 don't think there is another wi
in the country that has more of 4
l:tllnl for the blues than Davey

Kmllnr spoke glowingly about

o from & Missdicta's point. of
view, and putting aside all the lowa
Jokes, which I never understond at
all, | would say that lowa is every-
body's ideal of the heart of the Mid
west.” he said.
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