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Keillor
adds local
color in
UK show

By Todd Pack

Herald-Leader staff writer

About 9 minutes before he
went on the air, the host of “Garri-
son Keillor's American Radio Com-
pany” was rehearsing his speech
about how great it was to broadcast
the program last night from the
University of Kentucky.

Keillor, in a warm, friendly
voice, cited a few of the things
Lexington is known for, including
UK basketball
and horses.

“And it's the
capital of Ken-
tucky, with a
lineup of gover-
nors with names
like W.C. Fields'
characters: Beri-
ah  Magoffin,
Flem P. Samp- PR
son, Augustus
Stanley . HU Keillor

The show's producer then whis-
pered to him, “Of course, of course,
[ knew that,” Keillor told her, mark-
ing out the part about the state
capital from his script. “And the
capital of Minnesota 1s St. John?”

But by the time the small “ON
AIR" sign lit up at 6 p.m., those

Please see KEILLOR, C4
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KEILLOR: Benefit

show celebrates

WUKY's 50th year of broadcasting

From Page C1

sorts of problems had been worked
out

\hrm 1,400 listeners paid from
$30 to $150 to watch the broadcast
from UK's Singletary Center for the
Arts

Last night’s performance, car
ried on about 200 stations nation
wide, was a benefit for WUKY-FM,

“Garrison likes 1o
and he likes to
it's excit-

Tschida said.
keep things loose,
keep the options open ..
ing, it’s live radic
During a break, Keillor said he
liked that spirit of live radio.
“‘When you tell a story on the
radio, you hear them out there in
the audience, and they get quieter
and quieter,” he said. “Writing is
what [ enjoy doing my: ~rl! bm with

writing, you never have any Idl’d
what happens or where it goes."

The centerpiece of each week's
“American Radio Company” is a
tale about the fictional town of Lake
Wobegon, Minn

He told last night's 20-minute
story without a script.

“I have an outline in my head,”
he said before the show. “I know
where it begins and ends. It's the
middle that's the question.”

“Radio ha power that :elu:
sion doesn't he said.
wanted to say something and im
part knowledge to people, 1 would

use radio.”

That power of radio — the
sound of a familiar voice or old
songs sung in front of a live
audience lured many of the
people to the show last night

Steve Keeney of Lexington said
everyone in his house listens to
“American Radio Company.”

“It's very appealing,” he said
“We turn the TV off, g«lhrr lhk
family around the radio and listen."

The show will be rebroadeast at
noon today en WUKY-FM (91.3).

UK’s public radio sta

Keillor, the author
selling Lake Wobegon Da
former host of “A Prairie Home
Companion,” told listeners that
WUKY was celebrating its 50th
anniversary.

WUKY got into FM before
hardly anybody had FM radios,” he
said. “That's faith."

WUKY general manager Roger
Chesser said the benefit was expect
ed to raise $15,000. The show was

T

OPEN TO

sold out

We didn't think we had a
chance at getting him to come,”
Ch T 84

“American Radio Company” is
produced by Minnesota Public Ra
dio and based in New York. But 14
of this season’s sgrams will be
broadcast from other cities

“We get invitations from lots
and lots of cities,” producer Chris
id.

tine Tschida

The sg thing was that it
was WUKY’s 50th anniversary,”
she said

Plus there was a musical con-
nection,”

Tschida said. “With Ken
tucky, we can do a bluegrass show
We can do that flavor of music”
Instead of the show's usual
Coffee Club Orchestra, a jazz band,
the music on the show was limited
to a piano, a mandolin, fiddles and

¢ guests included Grammy
winner Allison Krauss and Union
Station, bluegrass musician Peter
Ostroushko and country-folk sing
h Williams.
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