News The Dispatch (Moline, Illinois) - Sun, Jan 13, 1991 - Page 38

com
by <lancestry
https://www.newspapers.com/image/340441616 Downloaded on May 9, 2021
UL LR LA !
By Judith Green in Santa Monica,” by Tom Lehrer; a nouncements in the voice of God; checks, the first reads. ‘ries, his producer [rets. and events of Lake
Krught Mewes Wirs mmummmh‘%mm and, of course, Garrison Kelllor, cre-  He arrives on at 11 in an old f i w ,.mmw
with @ brass chorale; and “Santa ator and star, whose pleasant, non- black sweater, off moe- He's a perfectionist of his own home town of
SAN FRANCISCO — Banner up. Lueia” for accordion and orchestra. descript baritone opens every casins and his o Keillor, a perfectionist, goes Minn He had thought o leave it
Rug down, Th,day Fisher el New York for_ broadeast wihthe nosalgie T esr (e has 17 puics, He reporledy shead il rehearsa,checks every iad when be closed that show
ghe. maks- the West Coast, 91 pages of music that old piano,” just a5 it used o years them since telling the musical and sound-effects cue, even 1987, but the Lake
shift stage in arrived by fax. open “A Prairie Home Companion” in a Lake Wobegon monologue his
Masonic Audi- “They have ta be good readers,” with Hank Snow's “Hello, Love." Mwwmﬂn.mﬂ
torium s e says of the musicians. 1 In high school.) He's 48, a big man, &
ready. Every song must be re-keyed to A common denaminator feet, 4 inches tall, with baby-fine
08 the biue suit the singers: versatile soprano _ “My singing proves anybody can,” - brown hair.
. Ivy Austin, who can be Joan Baex Mulmuys."lmllwmmond& ‘Today he also has an sbscessed
TEARRIBON one minuie and Lily Tomli's bratiy - nominator.” tooth, He's stoic. Everyone else is in
P Edith Ann the next, Richard Muenz, _ As befits ured attraction, pain. Staffers from  sponsor
NEDI0 " CoM who croons in the voice of Bing and Kelllor skips o fest ok € e KQED-FM send out for a doctor, a
rm}_, i —— reads mock public-service an. hearsal set-up, the sound dentist, penicillin; his manager wor-
ing a school

textbook map of the United States:
pink states and mint-green states,
pale blue and buttercream states.

On the floor: an orfental rug, red,
orange and gold. It travels with the
company. “It's nice and warm, don't
you think?" That's producer Chris-
tine Tschida,

At the back of the hall, the tech

le have piled a mound of ma-
PI;:F pzﬂ to “uplink” the
show to National Public Radin's sat-
ellite. A transmitter, Mixer boards
{where music and voices from 50
microphones are hand-blended into
composite sound for the radio)
Looped and coiled around ‘them

are about four miles of wires and ca-
les, wrapped in shiny black electri-

L =l la
3 tape and tangled beyond reme-
All the crew Ruys wear Santa hats
and have preoccupied expressions.
Polishes and rewrites
In & bare dressing room behind

the stage, a wriler frowns into the

S e All Varieties

Pepsi

24 Pack

up.

"Te Coffee Club Orchestra warms
up on the small stage: 11 musicians
hired locally, led by violin, cello, first
woodwind and drummer from New

York.
Conductor Hob Fisher is the
show's music dﬂeﬂlve nnd arrang-
er, No matter how

pressed into el ‘minutes and res-
cared for a 15 bandy, it's up to
Fisher to find it. adapt it, make it
sound good. “Everything has (o be
made ta order,” he says. .
This lhnw 1: mlnle ~heavy: In ad-
term

Limit 2

Ploaco

elbel canon; a new song, “Hanukkah
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