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Folksy wit Garrison Keillor
brings homespun style to area

By Lila Misuraca
Record-Journal staff

“I'll just sit and think real hard
about what le want to hear,"
Garrison Keillor said when asked how

300 National Public’ Radio affiliate
stations from 1982 to 1987. It won nu-
merous honors, including the George
Foster Peabody and Edward R, Mur-
row awards.

In 1985, he appeared on the cover of

he would pmpure for his ing 18-
city tour. He will be at the Oakdale
Musical Theatre in Wallingford on
July 7 at § p.m., appearing with his
longtime friend, Chet Atkins.

Once on the stage, he confessed,
“I'm very reluctant to leave. It's a
terrible. weakness. People find out
sooner or later. I'll talk until I hear
the jingle of car keys."

Transplanted from 5t. Paul, Minn.,
to New York City, Keillor is the host
of the "Amerlcln R,II}IO Company of

Time mag; in recognition of his
sensational success with his book
*‘Lake Wobegon Days.”" It was on the
New York Times best seller list for 44
weeks,

He won & Grammy for his record-
ing of excerpts from “‘Lake Wobegon
Days" and two awards for cable ex-
cellence. In 1987, he was named the
“Best Music Host" for the Disney
Channel production of “A Prairie
Home Companion with Garrison Keil-
lor,” and in 1988 he was chosen “Out-

the Air"
and heard Saturdays on public radio.
He also writes for the Atlantic and
The New Yorker magazines.

For five years, he was the host and
founder of “A Prairie Home Compan-
ion" heard Saturday nights on nearly

smdin; Entertai Host" for “A
Prairie Home Companion: The Ind
Annual Farewell.”
His most recent book, “We Are Still
Married,” was publlshed in 1989.
In a recent telephone interview
from his west side apartment in New

York City, Keillor contemplated leav-
ing the city for his tour, He remarked
that “‘New York is a wonderful city to
leave and it will be wonderful to come
back."

His Minnesota-based Prairie Home
Companion show used to give lessons
on how to speak Minnesotan. Keillor
observed that “Minnesotans are too
laconic. Persons who tell stories or
who write can go with an understate-
ment just so Icm* before you have to
run the risk of talking too long.

“I find New Yorkers very civil.
They have to be, you know. However,
if you to go a dinner party and sit next
to someone, and you are boring, they
will interrupt.

out of

will endure all sorts of miseries, and
you come out worse for it. I've ob-
served that mysell,'" he chuckled.
Claiming to be a shy person, Keillor
said of show business, “These days,

comedy has turned mlsomhllc and Garrison Keillor contemplates summer tour.
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