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Editor of The Star-Heruld

Whit 1 treat 10 listen 10 Garrison
Keillor broadcast live from the Or-
pheum in Memphis.

Crestor of “A Prairic Home

of the iown where I grew up and
more than half my life.
As is has style, he did itina
gently mocking, always loving
way.

“Pruiric Home" was dis-
continued on Keillor's whim in
1987, but, thankfully, has been
replaced by his “American Radio
mevyoflhc Air,” which visited
Memphis last Saturday,

‘The same magic that created

Keillor's Lake Wobegon works
whﬂlqipliedwamalyllu.ﬂlu

The air in Memphis was “sweet
and thick,” he said, like someons
savoring a delicacy and saddened
that the experience will end so
500N,

“There are just 50 many great
American citics, and you can onky
see them For the first time once,” he
ohserved.

Things American are Keillor's
speciality. He himself hos already
become an American institution.

Like o latier-day Will Rogers. he
m=|nluiumhmu:[u

had stepped in front of a mirmor for
the firs time.

Music and barbecuc — no doubd
i times a3 thick and sweet as the
atmosphere of Memphis in June —
were reflected.

Memphis is “a gorgeous city . .
llﬂwummoumm
pant," he mused in that half-whisper
baritome of his that always sounds
like he is betting you in on a secret.

house hand would
break into & nice rendition of
“Beale Street Blues,” by W.C.

poople could play iL” Keillor
joked

And some white fellas — Elvis,
Jerry Lee Lewis, Roy Orbison and
Johnny Cash among them — con-
tributed their part 10 create another
uniguely music: rock and

roll,

Keillor remarked at the small-
ness of the legendary Sun Swidios,
where rock was forged.

“I's shout the size of a truck,”
e said.

You know, he said, even Beale
Street and Graceland aren't that
big.

But then that is the nature of
Memphis music, he observed; it
was created by people who were
poor, who didn’t have big houses.

Mot staying serious for long, his
mmmmmm
another Memphis tradition — the
Peabody ducks.

They descend by elevator from
their moftop digs each moming, ea-
ter the hotel lobby on red carpet
and splash about in the fountain till
lnte afternoon.

We hear feathered hopefuls
gnuuwu;h tryouts while the
iliar sounds of “Chorus Line™
ﬂlylllluh:tpwltllwa
hoot. (A honk? Quacked me up?
Sorry)
“Great Moments in Tennessee
History™ humfmmlhmc

Crockett
ing with the person who is ghost
writing his autobiography. Despite
hiis protests, she insists that the
congressman sound suthentic.
*You're & hackwoods hero. You
gotta sound like one,” she says.

In 1952, Kemmons Wilson,
founder of Holiday Inns, tells his
imerior decorsor tha the decor of
the lirst of his motcls is really
lacky.

Of course, no Keillor broadeast

Keillor (broad)casts hIS spell from Memphis

would be complete withoat the
news from Lake Wobegon.

But the real news for me — now
that I've lived here for six months
— i that there are & number of
similarities between Keillor's
miythical slompang grounds and our
town.

And he reminded me of some-
thing else, Something | 1end to for-
Bt

While 1 have lived all over the

, my center has been and
probably always will be Memphis.

IWsas if I've taken a big clock-
wise are ground ue!um,
Arkansas to Georgia o M

And, for me, the hands of time
::I revolve around that big city 1o

ﬂmmﬁm
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