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Keillor aids homeless

Claims government is ‘heartless,’ ignores tragedy
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‘The personal side of Garrison Keillor came out during a stop st Grace Episcopal
Church Thursday when he asked Lynne and John Nash if he could hold 9-week-old
Chelsen. The chat with the Nashes was after a benefit performance for the -
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From Page 21

the local shelters “have a more
healthy attitude” about the home-
less than does the general popula-
tion.

“Our distance from the home-
less makes us sanctimonious,”
Keillor said. “We put on a glow of
pity around them.” But those who
work in the shelters, he said, deal
wiith the homeless as “real peo-
p e.ﬂ

Keillor's benefit performance,
part of Grace Episcopal Church’s
150th anniversary celebration,
was co-sponsored by the church
and WPL Holdings. More than
1,450 people bought tickets for the
event at costs ranging from $10 to
$25 apiece.

The money raised will be used in
part to expand the hours of the
Grace Drop-in Shelter during the
winter months and to fund a part-
time housing counselor at the
church, said Lester Strom, direc-
tor of Transitional Housing Inc.

Strom, whose organization runs
the Drop-in Shelter, said the num-
ber of homeless people in Dane
County has been ‘“increasing
dramatically, to the point where I
personally think it’s becoming a
crisis.”

Last Sept. 15, for example, the
county housed 78 homeless fami-
lies in motels because of a short-
age of beds in local homeless shel-
ters. Although that figure has now
dropped to 20, shelters in the
Madison area are often at or over
capacity, Strom said.

In 1988, Madison’s shelters
served a total of 3,394 people. Al-
though nearly 70 percent were sin-
gle men, 706 — or 27 percent —
were children.
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Ron Dunn, 43, talked with re-
porters before Keillor's perform-
ance about his own experience
being homeless. Dunn was home-
less for three months after landing
in a hospital with an illness and
then losing his job and apartment.

Now a resident of Transitional
Housing Inc.’s Castle Rock apart-
ments in Middleton, Dunn is work-
ing full-time as a cook.

“I was applying for work when I
was still homeless, but if you put
down that you're homeless I found
out people don't want to hire you,”
Dunn said. “People also judge peo-
ple by what they are, and if you
don’t have a job or a place to stay

they look down upon you.”

Keillor told The Capital Times

he believes it was easier to “get
by” if you were homeless in the
past than it is now.

“The economy has gone through
such a wrenching change, that

some of the ways people without .
an education might have earned a

living in the past just aren’t avail-
able anymore,” Keillor said.

“If you were a high school drop- |

out or if you had problems with |

drink or problems with depression

and you lost your home and were |

out on the streets, in the past there

were still all sorts of ways to |

scrape by.” .
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