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Keillor, symphony bring Lake Wobegon to Newark

By RENA FRUCHTER
Home News music critic

NEWARK — Although the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra, even when contract
negotiations have dragged on a while, does
not generally play selections with such titles
as “Whoopi-Ti-¥i-0" and “Some Words from
Powdermilk Biscuits.” But then, Sunday af-
ternoon's performance was no ordinary
concert. And there was certainly no trace of
traditional concert repertoire, unless one is
willing to count Garrison Keillor's
mances of bizarre arrangements of Bizet and
Dvorak among the traditional

The program, the second of a pair of con-
certs comprising the upemng of the orche-
stra s Winter Pops Series, drew whal

med like the “Lake Wobegon Days” fan
duh. It was an audience well-versed in
Keillor, and ready to laugh at almost
one of his lines or stories, from the corniest
of songs to the wittiest of m

Keillor covered a good deal of territory
Sunday afternoon, as part of the program en-
titled “Lake Wobegon Lovalty Days.”

Keillor sang, joked, chatted, told stories

and even presented the cumplel.e “Young

The pmgram included specialties of the
story of Keillor’s start

"I:eomefmmlhatwp out in the

in radio, ﬂwugh Davidson's “The Radio
Announcer,” and the short history of musical
styles, as told through “The Music Program
at the Second Methodist Church, Ottumwa,
lowa” (music by Brunelle). Ministers of Mu-
sic at that inary church,

to Keillor, included Wagner, Debussy, Stra-
vinsky (“who refused to play for the junior
choir”), “The Rev. John Sousa, who
played everything in four-four,” and John
Cage, “who was very quiet, silent in fact. He
spoke of chance elements and indeterminacy
in music, hulwe had that with the old sopra-
nos for years"”

The members of the orchestra certainly
had a good time, playing and listening to
Keillor, They were thoroughly involved in the
Lake Wobegon Medley, “Sons of Knute:
Homage March,” which paid musical tribute
to the music of Grieg.

familiar snorts. Unrortun.mly “the Knutes
left Newark when parking meters were put
in," Keillor explained.
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