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Public

radio’s
private
voice

Garrison Keillor
wants to be alone

By CHARLOTTE LOWE
Citizen Staff Writer

Sitting on the steps of a back porch
with Garrison Keillor, his horn-rimmed
glasses tossed aside and his deep voice
unwinding slowly like a road in the
darkness, is a perfect way to interview
the person some call America’s
best-loved folk humorist since Will
Rogers.

He was host and creator of the
popular radio program ‘A Prairie Home
Companion” (begun in 1974) and
gained fame as a monologist, singer and
novelist. Through all of it Keillor has

ht that sitting-on-the-porch feeling
to millions of listeners and readers.

It doesn't matter that the back porch
he's sitting on this day is make-believe,
just like Keillor's mythical Minnesota
town, Lake Wobegon. The two-story
white clapboard house has two porches Minnesota Public Radio
ﬁg‘:ﬁf&mﬁm tw;l(u;m T Garrison Keillor said fame made life in Minnesota “lousy.”
Centennial Hall at the University of ~
Arizona, where Keillor brought his

. . ' . . 7
ittt || No place like the “Prairie
performnmeSﬂurdl night. : z
.wmi;mpnem B tuatras BN N host Garrison Keillor promised

conversationalist, not a hustler, glven to
talking about the things that matter in

thoughtful pauses.

If you didn’t ask, maybe he would
never mention his new radio show, or
his new book.

If youdidn't ask anything, he would
?ﬁﬂm méher:hd nmngmg fil ' "eln"h of breath

coflee sol
with the pianist playing “Rock of Ages” Bl it N, Ecrieadion
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Continued from 1E

Garrison Keillor:
voice of public radio

you. It's totally So con-

than

able scrutiny. St. Paul is a graceful
old city. Almost a
liv.e.Myl::imdlm

ing me to sign their books. But that
would happen all the time, while we
were eating, sitting, talking, all the
time," he said.

Soon after that, in 1987, Keillor
left to try living in his wife's native
country, Denmark. Now they live in
New York.

)| wt;ld choose romance over
country. | would my country
for a woman, for my wife! My home

is with my wife and kids now,"” he
said firmly.
How does he feel about the rush,

Keillor said.
*“Writing is a craft that takes all of

e oo oyl

ing on is im-

“It's about the willing surrender
of privacy,” Keillor said. “But in

moral is that in the end none of it
mattered.”
Isthat the moral of Keillor and St.
Paul?
*No, they don’t
adamantly. “They don't mat-

said
wr.l!‘lltkeﬂylegnywhomlemy
car last year in New York. I'm

matter,” Keillor

thankful every day it's gone. It's t
ridiculous

to have a car in Manhat-
tan.” 4
Keillor, who left “A Prairie
Home Companion” in 1987, plans
to create and perform in a new live
public radio show, “*Garrisgn Keil-
lor'?“;:merk:m Radio Company of

Inaddition to sketches and mono-

American music. It is to begin this
fall.
‘What will it be like? **T'm curious

! lon;ymm"l"murlof”" i

about it during the tour.

there be a show without Lake Wo- 24

‘begon? Without a hometown to talk
about?

You never know. As Keillor said
later, closing the Centennial Hall
show, “Home is in the heart and
where the spirit prospers.”

No place like

Continued from 1E

as Keillor walked out on stage at the
start of the show) was ready to see
what they had previously heard only
on radio. They got their $16.50

Beginning with Keillor's soothing,

rical words — “It's been a quiet
in Lake Wi n'' — the audi-
ence cozied up with some of the
show's ml:ost popular characters.

m were:
L Sons of Knute,” an organi-
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