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KEILLOR /consues iompuee

kinds of ways.” He explained that
it is an affirmation of the work
done by 800 volunteers from par-
ishes all across northern New
Jersey who volunteer their time,
serve supper, provide other vol-
unteer services to the shelter.

Mayor said it is a “morale
builder " for the volunteers to see
soméone with Keillor's national
reputation giving of his time and
talent. The rector said the volun-
teers may go and start a similar
program in their own towns. Tick-
ets for the er:fnrmlm cost §15
and $25 each with proceeds going
toward support of the shelter.

Keillor said he has done anoth-
er benefit for the homeless at an
Holy Apostles Episcopal in New
York City. He said that although
he doesn’t do many shows during
the year, he estimates half of his
shows are benefits.

Keillor said the benefit at St
Paul's will include hymn singing
because “if the people who come
are the people who I think will
come, they like to sing and they
would feel cheated if they didn't
get a chance to sing out loud. The
old Protestant hits are really the

best songs there are for people to
sing together in harmony.”

Keillor said he does not plan
his shows out in detail before a
performance.

“l never plan these things out
that much in advance. 1 will tell
them (the audience) about Lake
Wobegon, talk about growing up
there and see if they feel like

BT T ys——

laughing And if they feel like
laughing, them I'll talk some
more. Then if they don't laugh for
awhile, I'll sing hymns or some-
thing — maybe they'll laugh at
that. And if they don't like either
of those, I'll offer a prayer...."”

The author and radig personal-
ity is not optimistic about the fu-
ture of the homeless.

the operation of the shelter.

The shelter is operated jointly
by the church and Eva's Kitchen,
which feeds the homeless. The
shelter also offers aleohol and
drug counseling, medical check-
ups, and housing and employ-
ment assistance.

Keillor, born and raised in Min-
nesola, is a regular contributor to

the New Yorker and the authorof H

three novels.
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