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By Michael Dougan
San Francisco Examiner
ST PAUL, Minn. — This is a story of how
a1 Prire ome Companion Datgottosee i

s tale, with iro

s e sl denoed By Orator, author and
American Public Radio star, Garrison Keillor,
Srol cros th awnof  mansionsear i om
scowling into the breeze o g, as an
observer rom  secand sirey window put
Tike he's going to the dentist*

Kelllor, who does not like to mee! (he press, is
here to have breakfast with a handful of report:
ers gathered to mark the debut of his immensely
papular radio shaw, Prairie ome Companion, on
the Disney Channel, which is not radio, but televi-

Tonlght at 6 pm. on WDET-FM (1019) Keillor
will broadeast is final PHC episode, [0 be repeat
ed Sunday at | p.m. The show marks the end of a
13-year run and the demise of the top-rated pub-
lic radio program in America. Meanwhile, fans
who've long istened to the show can now see f on
the U.S. pay.cable Disney Channel the same day.
1t1s nota television show, but rather a radio shaw
that's elevised. The difference s significant

KEILLOR IS HERE {0 (el why he's easing not
Just PHC, or . Paul or Minnesota, bat the whole
country. Two days after hs final show Keillor
andbis i, Ul Skaere, vl move il et
new apartment in Copenhagen, her home fown.
He's going to Denmark, Kelllor ays, 1o find the
st P ceics by Kelllor s angry
rticularly at its newspaper. As
hetellsit, lncul jou mulvfm is drivinghim to the
far side of the Atan

£ e tova ik sy newspaper;
siys of the St. Paal Ploneer Press Dispalet “I'sa

wspaper which, s far as I'm concerned, s

wicked

Kelllor first sarted complaining about hs
prominence in the local press n 1965, soon after
hisplcture appeared on the cover of Time mag-

azine, He threstened to leave fown and move to
Denmark then, Instead, he bought an expensive
home, flew to Copenhapen to marry Skaerve:
and returned. Because the purchase of this house
strick editors o he SL. Paul newspaper asronlc
In its.cwn right, in fight of his public proclama:
tlons of alpleasure with the town, they ran a pic
ture of i. That, it seems, was the final straw
1come home from Deamark and walk i
there's acopy o the paper and Ifs got a picture
of my house and the address on 1" Keillor .
mum “This i awfully strange for S. Paul”
KEILLOR NEVER s T, s pper
ances on the David Letterman Shoy
astsofbisradiorogramon publc eeviion
and, now, the Disney Channel as possble sources
for his celebrityhood. He sees the phenomeann as
strietly a local issue.
s Kellor, s tatawrier eqires
anonymiy Each week on PHC Kellor delvers

Wobegon will be

Prairie Home Companion is
scheduled to continue in re-
peats until January when a new
satirical program will air with
host Noah Adams of the Ameri-
can Public Radio news show All
Things Considered.

gone

St Paul
the extent of Keillr’ local fame. The respon
ents were asked whether they had ever heard of
Garrison Keillr, Prairie Home Com
Lake Wobegon. None, save one gay c
of Kellr ot sho, Al vee L
name Lake o, though they couldn' say
why, One you re bed been there.)
Later, w\rmm mum rebearse
his,

l‘ irlier deq .‘h nurrirnm mr program — and
Keillor's lite — that launched t Bupu\mu y that
compeliedtimto i bisback o . P
005 WAS Keillor's romantic partner, they
l“lﬂ together: ”’(}Nl‘ It's probable that they
ol il be sharingqurters—an Pricie
Home Companion w0 no e des
quick conelusi Mmhm.m.mmdwn»
25th reunion of his clas af Anoka High Schoolin
the suburbs of Minneapols i August 1085, There,
be saw Skaerved,  former

ot life in bis fic
mum hometown of Lake Wobegon. These slice
obifeleces e says, requirecarfuoer
:ation of people around him, and that's not post

bl When ume dos your evey foostep

s gt 0 ot o wondkefl s o7
storiesand characters from people who [ knew
casually, ¥ho come in and empty your waste-
baskets, who come in and fix ihe lights, people:
you run fnlo n 8 cafe and have s casual conversa-
Tion with. In order for me o gather this material,
‘nd 1o have some sensa of life in mmmmua
town, You have fo be an ordinary perso
Rave o baveyome semiapce of ssompty,
1 don’t have that anymore in St. Paul. Solcan't
really do the show here except s a caricature of

tsell
mﬂ% SAV!J:! doesn't mind When people

exchange student from Denmark whom he'd
briefly dated as & teenager. “We had kept in
touch unti] we were married aad thea we ost
fouch, we gave uptouch,” he recalled. Now b
were divorced, Keillor waskeeping house
Moos and love bioomed anew between the Boy
Orator and he Copenhagen Lady

Moos moved out, 3 development carefully re-
ported to Twin Cies readers by Nick Coleman,
media columist for the Mianeapolis Star and
Tribune (now employed atthe St Paal Pioneer
Press Dispach). w.mmu California to work
asa tree-iaace radio prods

KEILLOR WAS fursted i Colema's coer
ggeothisperscoa e In i mosologues nd

Lake Wobegon Days, he fold how Lake Wo-

begon was left off use Minnesot

‘I
audlence and I love to meet hem. .., But the
strangeness comes when you become well-unown

drunken
He regaled listeners with tales of a dog
called Nick it roed round i chge then

recent p 11's part of the game;
It hasa' bothered me.

Now Moos is back on the show, he friendship
with Keillor revitalized and he says things be-
ween them are *

‘The folks from Disney insistit's colncidence
ihat the 13 PHC shows they signed toair are the
last Keillor willever do. He says otherwise, Kel
lor sees the broadcasts as a farewell splash, an
ummnm 1o obliterate the radio mirage.

1 know when | read letters from listeners
complaining 1bosttheshow ping o elevs
complaining about their llusions belng de-
stroyed, tht tis is something personal between
them and !‘\f. 3

0,

ot ifdidn't have an end date,
bocrr oo el o By
s $how ot radio for 13 years, the tought
of cancellaion (on TV) ate L weeks wold e
almost unbesrabl

THOUGH HE'S SENDING Prairie Home Com-
panion into broadcast history, Keillor says he's
Dot abandonig i be R0,

all the women are strong, the men are

o ookig 10 he chiéres abave averge

He wants o write a genuine novel about the
place (Lake Wobegon Days did not have the
rative thread of a novel). He says it willbe the
Tirst time Lake Wobegon will be in a tory.
wantstosee his beloved Lake Wobegon
residents come {o life n a feature film “with
actorsand  director; s a way of giving over a
tory 1o other people.” Keillor adds that those
who abjectto the conceptof  Lake Wobegon
movie s liuslon-shatiering * Moy

Meanwhile, he must prepare for o
1ol il sow, Te By Oraoraérmits ot T
cumpleely o e u” sboe what form vl
£

" waotado sameling hatsgracefl and
mamunm Besn. e oughtof dong
wells,one

s e

They
are avid lo make your arquuln(nm without quite:
Kno

(Several ulnsumu 9 npcmr ook angn

Coleman remaned ntazed.For the mostprt
think (Ihese gags) have been mean-spirted, but
they're pretty much of aa in-joke,” e aidin a

1 tase el ribueshat peopie m,  buoes
put onfrom time o time. But  don't knaw if peo-
ple would appreciate the joke.”
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