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Garrison Keillor led one of many curtain calls that

By Colin Covert
Staff Writer

‘Well, look who's walking out that
door.
A throng of strong women, good-

looking men and above-average
children from around the country

filled S1. Paul's World Theater Sat-

urday to say farewell to Garrison
Keillor at the final performance of
A Prairic Home Companion.™

Prairie Home Companion’ signs off

the

@ or

Keillor: ‘I’'m going to miss you more than you miss me’

Keillor said he wants 1o return 10
writing after the last performance of
his Peabody Award-winning variet,
show. Next week he and his wife o
two years, Ulla Skaerved, will move
1o her native Denmark.

For some at the theater, the end of
the show's 1 3-year run was like a
bad dream delivered by The Fear-
maonger's Shoppe (“Serving all your

phobia needs since 1954”). Others
felt that ushering out the show de-
manded a rousing sendoff worthy of
2 New Orleans brass-band funeral.
But all felt the need to say goodbye
in person.

Because of an overwhelming vol-
ume of requests, tickets for the final
show were assigned by lottery.

me fans were moved to extraordi-

nary ingenuity and persistence by
the challenge of landing a scarce
ticket. Undaunted by rejection let-
ters, Sam and Ann Dibraccio of
Brookfield, Wis., re-applied 10
times, even writing in verse. Their
creativity was eventually rewarded
with a pair of tickets.

Sally Spenser of Minneapolis, a

photo retoucher for Daylon's adver-

y. “It's our last show,” he said, “and there's nothing they can do to us.”

tising department, spent yesterday
afternoon with a hundred other die-
hards lined up outside the ticket
office in case someone turned in
tickets.

“We're hoping against hope,” she
said, turning pink after several
hours in the sun. A hard-core fan,
Spenser credits the show with in-
spiring her to take autoharp lessons.

Keillor continued on page |24
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