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“We had a potluck supper before the
show, and he and the crew came. That
wouldn’t happen now,” Durrant said.
She counts the time she played piano
for a Christmas Eve show among her
favorite Garrison Keillor memories.

Alexandria veterinarian Gene
Karnis bemoans the demise of the
show. He's spent many a Saturday
nightinabarn, delivering a calf, listen-
ing to Keillor's homespun mono-
logues.

“Iused to try to hurry up and get done
so I could listen,” said Karis, a large-
animal vet for 33 years. “I'd go into the
barn, there’d be aradioand I'd turn it to
Garrison. 1 suppose I've delivered
dozens of calves to his monologues.”

Karnis says he's “rather demora-
lized” about Keillor's departure, but is
comforted by his coveted collection of
more than 400 tape recordings of
broadcasts, some dating back to 1978.

Marlyce Sebasky said she was first
attracted to Keillor's morning show be-
cause of his gentle humor. She listened
to him all the years as he went from a
little-known announcer toa media star,

X. whose picture has graced the cover of

Time magazine, whose book became a
best-seller in Decemer 1985.

Now Sebasky, 38, is mad.

“Ijust thought to myself, ‘you can’t do
this to me, you just can't, " said Se-
basky, a St. Joseph resident and florist
at Crossroads Shoppin% Center. Her
next reaction was more like “go ahead
and go, see if I care,” she said.

Sebasky is so angry, in fact, that she
admits looking forward to the new vari-
ety show hosted by National Public
Radio’s Noah Adams, which will re-
place “Prairie Home” next year.

“Ithink we didn’t realize we needed a
change,” said Sebasky, who has attend-
ed several broadcast performances.
“Maybe this will be better and Garrison
will be just a memory, a fond memory of
someone you once liked a lot.”

Despite his disappointment, Karnis
said he supports Keillor’s decision to
give up the show and move to Denmark,
his wife's native country, to resume a
writing career. But the 60-year-old vet
says he will honestly miss the mono-
logues and news of Ralph’s Pretty Good
Grocery, Bertha's Kitty Boutique and
the Side Track Tap.

An appropriate meal to serve Satu-
day night in tribute to the final show
would probably include tuna hot dish
and lime green Jello, he said.

But Karnis owes Garrison Keillor a
debt of sorts, he said.

“I catch myself saying ‘you betcha,’
then I have to laugh,” Karnis said. “I
sure didn’t used to say that.”
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