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Popular radio program
airs its swan song tonight

By PAUL D. COLFORD
- Newstay

{ the matter has
Iksy monologue
Litious Lake

N THE LANGUID heat of &
recent Saturday evening, reliel
breezed in from an unlikely
source. [t came from & man on the
mho. Glmm Keillor by name, as
Whitman's “Sang of
Myull Iang and slowly, 1o 4
unooth guitar accompantment.

“1 know I shall not pass into the

night,” goes an exuberani passage
about youth,
Though Kz;llm aimed Whitman's
Iyrics at those who are graduating
this spring from academe into the
world of possibilities, it seemed a
fitting swan song for “A Prairie
Aome Companion,” the weekly
hroadeast from which he is taking
his leave.

Today's show will be his last
Rebroadcasts will be available o
stations for months afterward, bt
Keillor — the larking, singing, «
mryullhl host — plans (o go live W

his Danish wife and family in

mnmry He's giving up one of

m most successful programs in

pablic radio to “resume the lifeof a

sy persan.” After 13 years, he says
he's Lired

merois con-
New Yorker,
writing after

Broadcast live before audiences
ui the World Theater in St Paul
Minn, “A Prairie Home Compin
ion" has provided singular enchant
ment to more than 3 million
listeners. Interludes of bluegrass
miusic have given a Grand Ole Upry
tavor o the proceedings, which are
[urther beavened by episadic skil
und nlly commercials for “spon
ses” such as Jack's Auto Fepair
and Powdermilk Biscuits “made
from whole wheat raised by Nor

n bachelor farmers " Besides the gatherings that will
eillor has kept listeners in touch  doubtless take place i living rooms
with one another by reading the | back yards, the final live
greetings they send in. Some mes i performers
sages are 5o strange that people tedpath, Chet
have disputed their authenticity Kenzie, will be
For example: “Happy birthda nd people
Betsy, [rom herl.lthuam.ﬂ Baptist A Prairie
cellist son in Little Hock snned by Les

Garrison Keillor gestures to his sudience at the World Theater,

Angeles station KUSC on the cam-
pus of Loyola Marymount Univer-
sity. In Ann Arbar, Mich., the owner
of the Detroit Tigers baseball team
and Domina’s Pizza, Thomas Mon-
aghan, is opening the grounds of his
corporate headquarters to those
wishing to enjoy the show and pic-
nic at the same time

Both places are part of Keillor
country. The program is carried by
more than 275 stations, including
outlets in Canada and Australia
Perhaps the biggest achievement

a5 been the show's ability to gn
bevond its Minnesota origing and
appeal to caty dwellers and towns-
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people alike
For Keillor, 4 son of Wobegonish
Anoka, Minn., it's been a long
winding journey to such renown.
After graduating {rom the Uni-
versity of Minnesota in 1968, be
found work on radio station KSJ
newly begun at St John's Univer-
il Catholic men's college in the
ceitral part of the state. Though
hired as & classical-music disc
jockey, he also slipped folk songs

IXI HATED FILMQ XXX

GINA ClﬁﬂEHl
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are back in the sacdie sgain rding
Migh. Tha trai of lust and kinky sex
in & most sensucus and erotic fiim,
RATED 100%
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PLUS
A hard core classic of
ual laisur and fulltment

Garrison Keillor bids farewell to Lake Wobegon

and his own mll-ln-u lmm.n;:
between the Mozart.
tely for his bn-. Wil
liam Kling, also believed in the
ve radio, defended
AnNOUNCET & pmdﬂnmn.
Within the next few years, Kling
helped found a netuort of stations.
Minnesota Public Radio, of which
he is now president A Prairie
panion” first went oul
over the network July, &, 1974, Four
years later, Kling ered the
to National Public Radio for
nationwide distribution, but was
turned down by an NPR adminis-
tration that dismissed it as being

toa
&rﬁmlm s case to WNYC
and a few other stations. Together
they formed american Fublic
Radio, which began to transmit the
Emm natlonwide in 1980, The

sney Channel has been telemlns
the radio show since March 7 (an
will earry today's finale).

HE PROGRAM took its name:
from Prairie Home, a ceme-
tery in Moorhead, Minn. Not

the most cheerful idea, but one that
is offset by the Companion in the
m]n “A Pmmliom mion”
has been reassurance radio, 4 mix
af the musical and the down-home,
the kind of show they don't do much
anymore.
ince * “A Prairie Home Compan-
ion" reached a nationwide audience
in 1680, some people have assumed
It is an endeavor of National Public
Radio, the people wha deliver “All
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(‘nﬂldﬂﬂ and ather dis-

H:; 50 arrmu Kel.'l.ldru pro-

ram is produced by Minnesota
f'uhlit llpad.to and !lltﬂMM by
American Public Radio., Al
many outlets, such as WNYC in
New York, belong to NPR and
APR. the !:ﬂa' neurm n- m
diligent in ing its
a8 ﬁlalumﬂwz to the Inh
NPR. Besides Keillor's show, Al
offers the National Syn\phuny
Or:hsln‘ programs from the Brit-
asting Corp. and more.
dispates it tha ew raded by
sevclﬁ o‘bu:\.:m (Iill the demise
of Keillor's show will
the network. direc-
tnr [NPR] should not be the gate-
for the entire country,” he

Besldes he added, Keillor's pro-
gram will live on in rebroadeasts,
including those shows that wers
heard only in Minnesota during the
1970s. A former co-anchor of “All
Things L\nnsl.dtmt Noah Adams,
also s devel & program far
Minnesota Pul ilr: Radio destined
for Keillor's Saturday time slot. It
will include music, stories and
essays, bowing in Mi
the fall and nationally on Jan. 8.
WNYC may end up using Adams
program, but it isn’t waiting.
According to the president of the

city-owned station, Mary Perot
Nichols, WNYC is creating its own
mustc-and-talk show. “1f it's good,

and gets on before Noah's show
does, then 80 be it she said,
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