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FAREWELLS TO
‘PRAIRIE HOME
COMPANION’

In Minnesota, Cash Registers
Ring a Noisy Goodby to Keillor

By DENNIS McDOUGAL, Times Staff Writer

T. PAUL, Minn.—It's been a loud week in Lake
Wobegon, Garrison Keillor's hometown,
The sound of the cash register in the World

L T T

Days" and Powdermilk Biscuits sweat shirts,
all sizes for $16 a piece, have been going like hot cakes
all week long.

It was nearly as noisy as the box office next door,

The news from Lake Wobegon was that all 925
World Theatre seats—including the eight box seats
down front that went for $1,000 each— were

After a 13-year run on public radio, Keillor is lea
his show, Muhwnuuhmdevmhllmunm el
an American in Copenhagen soon, where he plans
learn Danish, his new wife Ulla Skaerved's nati
tongue, and to continue writing about his
Lake Wobegon in his own native tongue, English.

His first effort will be a New Yorker magazine article
on what Il'a like to bu a tall, gangly Iﬂdvmmlr
trying to n Scandinavia.
eventually be a sequel ln "Lahe Wabeaon Days." And
there may be a movie.

And Keillor himself may return to Minnesota
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Garrison Keillor—"shy person” in the public eye during last days of his " Prairie Home Companion.”

someday. But nobody’s holding his breath in St. Paul,
home of the tiny World Theatre that has become
familiar to an estimated 3%% million radio listeners who
tune in each week to Keillor's down-home, bluegrass
satire of small-town America,

Keillor has been hailed often as the modern-day

g magazines and
newspapers and on wwktelevlmuthhwwtdm‘t
truly reflect the civic ambivalence surrounding th

of St. Paul's most famous native son.

teh.

He has complained often and bitterly that his
national notoriety as a best-selling author, radio cult
i mc]lﬂ publi I.nleuelﬂ'he wiuha
private life into a ¢ spect

Pleas see MINNESO:

E
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Celebrities Reflect on Evenings Spent Listening to the Gentle Humor of Lake Wobegon

Zev Yaroslavsky was
about “A Prairie

]Ill livnbmnﬂuntndny t 3 pm.
in San Diego and (tape-delayed) at 6 p.m. on
KUSC-FM (91.5). After 13 years of the weekly show,

chmwmys.uumevmng

By LORIE. PIKE

“Prairie” creator and host Garrison Keillor has decided
to leave St. Paul, Minn., furhilwlfelmuvebznmnrk

Though Minnesota Public Radio promises to
muhnwﬂivellwwhmunlfm'minﬂﬁmuwﬂod
it won’t be the same for the estimated 3% million
listeners who, like Yaroslavsky, have strong emotional
ties to the folksy program.

‘What is the attraction of this curiously low-key two
hours of entertainment? It's partly “Prairie Home
Companion's" eclectic stream of country, jazz and
traditional music. But the program's mainstay is

spersed with ial spots for p
Powdermilk Biscuits, “The biscuits that give shy
permﬂwmmgthmgetupuﬁdnwhnmmmba
done.”

Whathuknillwmnnlmhhsnmmmt
? Calendar asked a number of

w TIERS:
‘It's refreshing to know

SYDNEY POLLACK:
“It's like all good
writing—it transcends the  that sa mypmpmme
specifics of its locale.’ responded to

comment:
STUDS TERKEL
Pulitzer Prize-winning writer, Chicago historian and

radio personality Terkel has been a “Prairie Home
L‘anmhn" ﬁm ")‘orwﬂ." He has also appeared on the

"People . ungry for stories. It’s that 20- or
30-minute lesmunt lhut they listen to. It's not simply
Please see LAKE WOBEGON, Page 7

STUDS TERKEL: W,

‘I's an anti-technology ‘Iidentified with the
program, so it's flesh humer and loved
and blood.’ minute of it
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LAKE WOBEGON: CELEBRITIES CHERISH ‘COMPANION’

Continued from Page I "

about Lake Wobegon. It's about all
the Lake Wobegons. It's a certain
altitude of people toward one an-
other, a certain kind of humor lnd a
gentleness, We don't hear storie
todny thanks to so many things llke

Oneur the keys to literature—all
literature—is a story told. He
[Keillor) does it in the tradition of,
say, Twain, And he satisfies a

for story, We did a take-off on a
soap opera, amhermm and 1
|when he guested on the program].
And 1 was head of a diet led.
nndmnll Ihebnol.lelhid\
foods and arresting pewle
ullln;chmohlemm
1 enjoyed working vrllh him
[Keillor] very much. He has an
easy qualily, you see. His stuff is
not just right of this moment. It
lasts. It’s an anti-techn
gram, and soit’s flesh and blood.

E

funny kind
show and at first I didn't know
what it was—I thought it was for

real.

“1 think the whole ‘Prairie Home
Companion’ program is a way of life
for a lot of us. Those of us who are

‘PHC" listeners are in a subculture
to ourselves and compare notes on
Garrilon last monologue and tha

thing.
‘In a hustle-and-bustle, urban-
environment, high-pressure life
that young urban professionals run
these days, Lake Wobegon is cer-
tainly the antithesis of that. And all
of his listeners yearn for, in some
measure, the peace, the tranquillity
and the genuineness of human
relationships that, I think, are in his
v)gne tes.

“Even my kids are ‘PHC’ freaks.
It's greal. Last Saturday's program
started off with ‘I've Been Working
on the Railroad' and my B-yur old
and 4-year-old are able Lo partici-
patein that instantly. It sucks them

rightin.

“I think it's kind of outrageous
that he's decided to defect in this

way. I'm going to miss it. There is
just no way I do not listen Lo that
show on Saturday evening, wher-
ever L am, I's an institution. [ hope
he'll come back."
JEFFREY LEWIS

The co- -muuue mdu«r of

*'Hill Street Blues” and the upcoming

Los Angeles [from New York] and

had a radio in my car.

“Ithink it's a crime it's going off.
That's an lehiuvement. that
show—first of all, for the massive

yun‘mc‘hmnl.vmul
kmw that's kept up the h!llllnl
tive tradition. His

funny. I also love the music. lthluk
it's my favorite part of the show.
Hehnmlmlemmulle I hate

most conl

“Radio. . .hmm:hmnnwndn-
cive to the imagination than televi-
sion. You could be in any part of the
ummuy and tune in and feel yml

a greal
w a place that was different l.n
spirit—if you didn't live in the
Midwest. I've never lived among.

Norwegian Americans. It's very
refreshing and revitalizing to listen

toit.

“Having worked on ‘Hill Street’
for the last six years, though, I can
cerl.alnly undersund why he

'L want to do it anymore. I
understand the feeling ol wmm
to move on to other business.

that was

100 big to get out of the basement.”
“I'm a shy person from a small
town in Southern Minnesota, so I
knew what he was ulklns about. I
was born in Ceylon, Minn., which
has 400 e humor lhal he

and loved every minuteof it.
“l n\l.nk that everyone remem-
his hometown and his up-
hﬁngirw, and whether they grew
up in a small town or a big town,
they remember all that inside hu-
mor. They like his droll and subtle

humor.
“When | was campaigning
president, he was making a lvln;

through the Ivy M,Iq‘\:e
and packing them in. IMI! was
sophisticated, so the literature stu-

dents and the theater students—

everyone would show up to see ol"

1 could have gotten

crowds like that, I would have been

president.”

BOBBY McFERRIN

Singer McFerrin has performed

on “A Prairie Home Companion”

Mm m and n« a mmm
's monologues and

Mlmdyleoﬂuouﬂvmukﬂu
ugical instruments to tell tales

ting. le involved. I've en-
joyed the show in that sense
because Garrison has created that
kind of envirenment where people
become very quiet and listen to
stories and . . . lose themselves in
time and leave their troubles at the

doorstep.

“I don't listen all that much,

because I travel so much. [But] you
become devoted to

seller, " Lake Wobegon Days.

“He's a 100% original, that's for
sure. From a personal point of
view, I had an absolutely fascinat-
ing three days with him, We drove

That was his idea of the way we
should work. We were really, you
know, ascetic.

sollld-buhndlouu.'le rehearsed
and because he was so damned

good.
“That night, we got in a car and
drove . . . about an hour or hour-

MINNESOTA'S FAREWELL TO KEILLOR

Continued from Page 1
celebrity has been as big a factor in
the 44-year-old storyteller's deci-
sion to leave the United States as
his desire to return to the solitary
life of a fiction writer.

Keillor's friends and neighbors in
St. Paul have mixed feelings about
his departure.

“Garrison Keillor is a spoiled
brat,” Joanne Pingle wrote in the
Pioneer Press Dispatch a few
weeks back. “I hope he gets the
anenymity he so richly deserves in

nmark.”

Keillor's house has been picket-
ed, his 17-year-old son has been
harassed and his car was egged
after he announced to the world
four months ago over American
Public Radio (broadcast in Los
Angeles on KUSC-FM) that he
was leaving St. Paul behind. In an
interview with a Detroit newspa-
per, he remarked that his departure
from St. Paul would leave only the
governor (St. Paul is mnnenua
capital), the mayor and the
TV wem\ermnn asthe city's enleb-

'nmu statement, repeated many
times in the local news media,

further widened the breech be-
tween Keillor and the people about
whom he writes and talks.

Yet the same newspaper that
printed his address and the other
personal information was editorial-
ly lamenting his departure in arti-
cles and commentary this week
that indicated his like may not

soon in as unlikely a

‘appear
location as eastern Minnesota.

“For two hours each week, ‘A
Prairie Home Companion' has giv-
en refuge from a world of fran-
chised food, corporate dress codes,
tract houses, copycat TV shows
and other efforts to make us all
similar_and lnnl‘felmlve. wrote
Sylvia Paine, a Pioneer Press Dis-
patch columnist. “It is unique, an
oddball piece of theater if ever
there was one, and the only place to
hear such stories, such music. So
far, at least, no one has tried to
imitate K

eillor.

After mnighl. “A Prairie Home
Companion” goes into reruns for at
least the next six months and its
producer, Minnesota Public Radio,
lwelmllilwluhuweﬁmmh
syndication as “MASH" has done

on television.

oah Adams, former co-host of
Nlltnnil Public Rndlo- “All

ngs Considered,” is currently
devehpinu his own variety pro-
gram to replace Keillor, but it
won't be ready for broadcast na-
tionally until January.

In the meantime, Minnesota
Public Radio is making every at-
tempt to cash in as much as possible
on the Keillor phenomenon. Com-
pany spol Alison Circle said
Friday that it was too soon to
determine exactly how much the
final rush for “A Prairie Home
‘Companion” merchandise and tick-
ets might earn for the show's
producer, but she added that she
expected that it would be well into
the thousands of dollars.

Minnesota Public Radio officials
have admitted that they don't
know if they will ever have as
lucrative a program again.

llld a-half 1o this school, Saint
Paul, Saint Joseph, Saint Some-

lh|ng—l dunt remember. [He

laughed.] It was pretty interest-

ing—this little Jewish boy l‘mm

Indiana driving up to this monas

tery.

“Kelllor has such a very quiet,
ity for a
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farmhouses.

“We haven't given up
lmn-weu”l:um:lchu it [
film project]

"lpthlnk it’s a wonderﬁ.l]
and a wonderful group of charac-

ters and a wonderful metap!
a lnt of today's problems with

ke sy good WLl
ll =
m'u.-,e daﬂnlpeelﬂuuﬂu

locale. Most of the

listen to it aren't lmm llulc
towns—they're people from all
over the place. It's

stuff.”

E
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“Since [ was born in 1942, I grew
up as a radio kid. And the pictures
you make with your brain, depend-
ing on the sound you're hearing,
are infinitely better than sets and
costumes.

“Normally, I don't like popular
music at all. But there's a feeling
about this show that must have
been prevalent at the turn of the
century in this country, when peo-
ple actually 'almgﬂhermlmul
lower-middle-
ment and played songs thl uw’d
heard, stories, told anec-
dotes about what happened to them
that week and had coffee and
German coffeecake, and would sit
around and do live what Keillor has

extremely healthy premise. It's
refreshing to know that so many
people have responded toit."

“ABSOLUTELY
AMAZING.”

— STSREL 8 EBEAT § THEMOVES
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“THE PERFECT

y funny pict

SUMMER MOVIE!

“A funny, touching, classy piece of
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