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Keillor may go, but World won’t end

St. Paul theater ‘Prairie Home Companion’ helped save is managed by ex-Iowan Schulfz

The renovated World Theater will continue with a variety of attractions, including silent movies,

By GENE RAFFENSPERCER
e o e
aturday night, from the
stage of the World Theater
in downtown St. Paul,
Minn., Garrison Keillor will
do his last “'Prairie Home
Companion" radio broadcast

Doubtless, few in the theater audi-
ence, or many in the estimated 4 mil-
lion listening at home, will be dry-eved
when Keillor reaches the end of his
monologue and says:

H'I'hlr) the news from Lake Wobe-

n, where all the women are strong,
iy b goud looking and al the
children above.

That'll be it for Keillor. No mare
Powdermilk biscuits, no more Pastor
Ingyvist, no more Sidetrack Tap. A
wrap on a 13-year career that saw him
put together the most successful pro-
gram in the history of public radio.

The show's demise has drawn so
much attention that press representa-
tives from New York, London, Los An-
geles, Phildelphia and Washington,

D.C., will be an hand for the final
night's coverage.

Let there be light

So what about the World Theater,
longtime home for the famous show?
Will it go dark without “Praire Home
Companion”” Will there he life on East
Exchange Street in St. Paul afer Keil-
lor leaves for Denmark?

Of course the World will not go dark
A.nd of course there will be audiences

a former lowan will be
mcmmofunpmnn@u blazing

In fact, Marilyn Schultz, the the-
ater's managing directar, has booked a
variety of aftractions for this summer,
ranging from the Minneapolis Cham
ber Symphony to the Butch Thompson
‘Trio to programs of silent movies with
‘iccompanying music from the World's
Mighty Wurlitzer organ.

As Schultz, a native of Davenport
Ia.. paints out, the World Theater nev-
r has been only the home for “‘Prairie
Home Companion.” It has just seemed
that way because of word association
— Keillor, Lake Wobegon, World The-
ater

Concerts, choirs and even some cor-

orate affairs have been held in the
World on the days other than Satur-
day, which since 1978 — except during
the theater's recent renovation — has
been “Prairie Home Companion™
night. Schultz says that sort of sched-
ule will continue

Marilyn Schultz
World Theater director

By late this year, says Schuliz, she
hopes World Theater audiences will be
enjoying a new public radio program
hosted by Noah Adams.

Schultz plans to be in the audience
at the World Saturday night for Keil-
lor's final show. She acknowledges
she is a fan of both Keillor and the
show, 50 she may be as misty-eyed as
theothers.

But she knows the program's actual
demise will never put her and the
World's staff through the wringer they
survived last winter when Keillor an-
nounced on the air one Saturday even-
ing that the show would end after the
June 13 performance.

Avalanche of requests

The World seats 915, “Prainie Home
Companion's” popularity generated

from 2,000 to 3,000 requests for tickets
for every week's show. So even before
Keillor announced the show would

close, the business of assigning seats
was done by lottery, with members of
Minnesota Public Radio given priority
Keillor’s announcement unleashed
an avalanche
“In the next five working days we
had 27,000 telephone calls asking for
tickets to the show,” says Schultz.
“We had 20,000 pieces of mail in the
same period
The result was inevitable. Thou-
sands were disappointed, and It sad-
THEATER
Please turn to Page 4T

Keillor leaves his little house on prairie

By JOANNE OSTROW
1901 Beaver P
at will Garrison Keillor's lis-
town of Lake Wobegon,
Minn., goes into reruns?

n\uhcmp of the list a
less extemporaneous
Lake Wobegon " monologues.

Then the commercials for the Pow-
dermilk Biscuit Company, Bertha's
Kiity Boutique and Ralph's Prety
Good Grocery, Also Buich Thompson
at the piano, the gentle Scottish folk
songs of Jean Redpath and the con-
gratulatory birth and graduation an-
nouncements.

“A Prairie Home Companion,” the
folksy two-hour radio variety show
that 4 million listeners enjoy each
week live from St. Paul, Minn., will
cease production Saturday.

‘While it lasted, the show revived &
radio format that had almost disap-
peared with Fred Allen, Jack Bmy
and Bing Crosby’s “Kraft Music H
The closest surviving relative is J'he
Grand Ole Opry, which inspired Keil-
lor to create his show.

(The show, the last, will be pre-
sented at 5 p.m. Saturday by National
Public Radio, with a tape-delayed tele-
vision version shown at 8 p.m. on the
Disney cable channel. Some lowa

public radio stations will repeat the
show on Sunday.)

Enchwukmdler 13 years, Keillor's
voice seemed to emanate from a for-
gotten time and pace. Slowly and inno-
cently, he told homespun stories in a
seemingly effortless stream, offering
quaintnessin high-tech age.

His preacher-like tones could be lull-
ing, inviting us to join him in a sympa-
thetic look at what it is like to be
human. We leaned close to catch his
near-whispers, we followed him to his
crescendo and we went away with 8
chuckle.

He aimed for chuckles, not belly
laughs, and won us over through place
names, character names and grand ob-
servations on the tiniest of life's absur-
dities. He spake for everyone who ever
lived in a Lake Wobegon, or ever
wished to.

And while the music and the stories
were mostly by and about rural folks,
the show's appeal reached well beyond
the heartland. More than a few urban-
ites in the media have likened Keillor
to Mark Twain,

Saturday'’s guests will include Red-
path, country legend Chet Atkins,

GANNETT NEWS SERVICE PHOTO

OR - _— ;
Please tum to Page 4T Garrison Keillor (left) will leave his audience in astate of suspender animation.
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ory of Carl Cicada

7

T Sw

o

— according to the papers — an ento-

mologist had scarfed up cicadas. They.

‘were chanting:

“'Hey, hey, DOA, how many bugs did
you eat today?”
o
Department of Agriculture,
Bug Us!"and, “A of locusts up-
on thee and thy P

“Mr. Cicada," | said to the
leader of the “can we 7

“Call me Carl,” he said. “T'm only,

"OrCI‘L" I s|.H. “what's this all

"Hw-uldymnhmwﬂymn
whole life, like, m«z
mm:ﬂmmmm
nally have a chance to get it on with a
chick, then have some entomologist
use you for a canape?”!

*“"Well," | said, “some cultures do use
bugs as food. Even the Bible said, ‘And
his meat was locusts ... Matthew

4.
“Yeah, but in a country that can pro-
duce, like, salad bars and Big Macs
"d think folks would think twice
? eating bugs. ‘We crunch, you

Wmmmmmmm

hop.h.mmgm And naps, We took
Amypmhllml wnllenmgup
nymph to

from
‘Ziu."hellili You know,

ohlzwlalndti':lahvﬂwm
Talk about your pizza-face nymph.

Larvae, Wha's Got the Larvae.
“Girls were a
gt a kiss. 't even moisten a
umk‘lwm Wore braces.
Innth:g have legs.

i fotben aate 2

“They're my pants,” he said. “Baggy

— that's parents to you — had a fit
wlmﬂmlemhﬂntm

He began to edge away.

" he said. “Got to run, or, you
know, . I've only got three
e

o 1
trein he k"
bis by matig a1 e
“Asa
17-year-old cicads, what was the first
thing you said _when you finally

ﬂmu!dul.eyunur! !
"Dh.mkml‘—w,mug

“1 said, ‘Dad, can | have the car
loeys? "

For just $225 you can
freeze-dry your kitty cat

DEAR ANN LANDERS: This is for a

$225 (kittens, §175). They also do
squirrels, beavers, mink, snakes and

hﬂﬂup. lhmhplem
DEMMNMNDERS Dad is 80

o ANN LANDERS

rection on one-way streets. Dad gets
cantankerous when any of us insist on
driving. He resents the aging process,
but who doesn’t?
A
em
ﬂwmﬂmlmn
mtmhubesﬂ:mumﬁvemy-

m doctor was reluctani to make
the call, IumrlnsD-dllmpemmu
but when | told him about a near-miss
that could have killed o car full of kids
he agreed. Well, Dndmlunhlymmr
and isnow to another

My sister 1 have children w-hu
love their . We want them
to have this dear man in their lives for
as many vears as possible, and we
want him in our lives, too. We are all
oumlmdumhgﬂﬂlﬂvehnwﬂ&m

are taken out of his hands for
;nnd_ ease tell us what to do.
— Worried Wanda in California

ANN LANDERS SAYS: At first
blush this may sound like a dirty trick,
but considering the circumstances |
believe it (s warranted.

Go to the police station nearest your
father’s home. Explain the situation as
you have explained it to me, or better
still, take this column along and say, 1
wrote this letter.”

Ask the officer in charge if he will
have someone tail Gramps. If the dear

Fund drive saved ‘Prairie’ theater

ﬁgm'

rm-mm'wenh
‘business to people happy, so
the hardest thing to do is to say no. Yet
‘we spent the o(n! disap-

where 'Prairie Home Collrplm
played, and isn't it hard to get tickets

its youth.

Located in the heart of downtown St.
Paul, the World began as a theatrical
house. A movie screen was added in
the 1920s. At its low point, the theater
hosted B movies.

By 1977, the World was down at the

heels, its paint peeling, urpeﬁn;
seats in bad sl Owners
for the wrecking Thuwwld
Emmumwmw
a
But “Prairie Home Companion™
moved in during 1978 and began to fill
the place. Minnmtl Public Radio,
which hou the building in 1980,
drive that raised $3.5
uulliou.TMmoneyMed the struc-
mulmwmplumm:mﬂ
Systems on a par
in theaters
In addition, the Mighty Wurlitzer or.
gan in the Texas Theater in San An-

tonio wu installed at the ﬁm
mndlndlt.m u.hl.lpllyvdwhlle
rising on a platform from the orchestra

pit.
Schultz, 33, brings a mixture of
talent in business and the arts to her
. She has an

pped for a ticket inno fime.
When the police see that he is a
menace to society, they will have his -
cense taken away. To get it back, he
will have to pln a driver's test. That
should make a pusenger aut of him

‘man is as lousy a driver as you say, he
will

DEAR READF.RS SmrIJI‘:MI:.
1 printed a poem about a lad wi
1" humiliated when he struck out ina
unleumhnubullpme 1 didn't
know the author of that poem titled,
"He'ﬂ.lullal.llﬂeﬂ«)f"butbonud

degree
from the University nr lowa and a
master's in business adminis-
tration from the University of North-

em lowa
After that, her interest in the arts
ook her to jobs with the lowa Sllu
CeniullAmulndﬂmOrdmy
ater in Minneapolis. She took over as
Mdﬂu“’nﬂdmwhuﬂy

Sdudn is a cellist, but instead of

paﬂnming from the stage, she sees

are well staged. 1

lhlnk | have more enthusiasm than
talent in the arts,” she says.

of Birmingham, Ala.,
did. So did dozens of other folks. Ir's
Bob Fox.

© 1997 Law Aspaies Timen Srnaicate

Most dangerous road travel
occurs at night in rural area

The National Safety Council reports
three times as many people die in
nighttime motor-vehicle collisions as
die during daytime motor-vehicle acci-
dents. Moreover, death rates in rural
areas are more than twice what they
areinurban areas.

Keillor’s
replacement
in the wings

Continued from Page 1T

pooustic guitarist Leo Kottke, pianist.

organist-conductor Philip Brunelle

and Hawaii's Kamehameha Glee Club.
Keillor ralked publicly about leaving

almost & year ago, but he still ook

some in his radio audience by surprise |

when he announced on the air in Feh.

ruary that he would leave his show 1 .

devote full time to writing in his wife's
native

Iwanl to resume the life of a shy -
person,” Keillor said, “a life in which .

there are Saturdays.” It was a “simple,

pamful decision that is cheertully .

made,” he observed on the show,
which has been heard live on 275
public radio stations.

The Saturday night variety show
slated to succeed “A Prairie Home
Companion™ is “in the earliest stages
of development,” Minnesota Public
Radio spokeswoman Chris Lenger

said.

It will be hosted by Noah Adams,
rnrmﬂly of National Public Radio's
Things " Twa holi
specials have been scheduled for the
Adams show, Nov. 21 and Dec. 18, in

advance of its national debut Jan. 9.

Last summer, Keillor, 44, said he
looked forward to retiring '[u a place
where they do not speak

“It relieves you of any resprmslhllhy
to be intelligent,” he said. “You can
hehandsum:forltl:ange

He offered advice, too. “Everybody
ought tn have Denmark as a possibility
out there in the future, whenever you
might need it."

And what would he take to Den.
mark?

“Two hundred pounds of books to
get me through the first two years, a
popcorn popper, a lot of angel food
cake mix..."

After Saturday, reruns from Keil-
lor's early ahmrfre\'!ws' ky heard only
in Minnesota will be offered to public
radio stations nationally, mixed with a
compilation of “best of’ tapes.

In addition, Walt Disney Home Vid-
eo will release a series of Keillor's “A
Prairie Home Companion™ perfor-
mances on video, beginning with the
final show.

ILLINOIS LOTTERY

SPRINGFIELD, ILL. (AP} — Here
are the winning numbers selected
Thursday in the Llinois State Lottery.

Lotto jackpot: §7.5 million

il

-
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