News

by Hlancestry

https://www.news papers.com/image/185720423

Clarion-Ledger (Jackson, Mississippi) -

,Jun 12, 1987 -

Page 41

Downloaded on Apr 24, 2021

Goodbye, Garrison

GODFREY .IONES /The Clarion-Ladger

‘Prairie Home’ keeps local address

By LESLIE R. MYERS
«Clarion-Ledger Stalf Writer

The American Public Radio network will roll up thestreets
of Lake Wobegon, Minn., as A Prairie Home Companion airs
its final live episode Saturday. But the hit show's homespun
humor still will have a home in Mississippi

For at least a year, until June 30, 1988, the state's eight
PRM (Public Radio in Mississippi) stations will rebroadeast
reruns of Prairie Home on Saturdays.

Fictitious Lake Wobegon is becoming a ghost town because
the show's star and creator, Garrison Keillor, is moving to

For 13 years, the live Prairie Home has originated at the
‘World Theater in St. Paul, Minn. The award-winning variety
show — which has an audience of four million — is produced
by Minnesota Public Radio for 275 stations nationwide.

The Minnesota station is marketing a Prairie Home re-
placement to begin in January. The yet-untitled new show
will star Noah Adams, commentator for National Public Ra-
dio’s evening news show, Al Things Considered.

Two national previews of Adams’ show will be offered on
Saturday, Oct. 24, and again on some Saturday in November
— pre-empting Prairie Home reruns on the national net-

work.

But the Mississippi network initially will keep its eggs in
Keillor's basket, said Mike Morgan, PRM director of radio.

“It's tough tomake a decision onsomething that doesn't ex-
ist,” Margan said. “We're in the dark.” Few details on Adams’
show have been released. The program has no name, no guest
list, no cast and no plot.

“We assume it's going to be in the same flavor as Prairie
Home Companion,” Morgan said. “There are going to be
some similar elements, we are told. But we're told it's not go-
ing to be (called) Prairie Horme Companion.

“There will be essays, some poetry and a bit more contem-
porary style of music. But that's all they've said. We don't
know what that means.” Morgan said

See PRM, 4D

Genial, giant gent

giving up ghost
of Lake Wobegon

Ganmett News Service

ST. PAUL, MINN. — The news from Lake Wobegon is not
good. Garrison Keillor is leaving.

He's shutting down A Prairie Home Companion, and mov-
ing to Denmiark.

On Feb. 14, speaking before a packed house inside the
World Theater here where the show originates, he turned in
his resignation to four million listeners. He said he was call-
ing it quits so he could “resume the life of a shy person.”

Keillor's resignation was not effective immediately. Shy
people don't work that way. That’s rash and impolite. Shy
people take their time and mind their manners. So, he gave
his listeners four months’ notice. The Prairie Home finale is 5
10 7:30 pm_Saturday on PRM

]

Nearly a month after posting his going out of business sign,
Keillor was working in his office at Minnesota Public Radio
(MPR), which produces Prairie Home.

His clear, soft, resonant voice filled the room. Going at a
measured, pause-filled pace, he talked about leaving the
show

“I'm not sure how well I can explain it,” he says. “‘But since
I'm the one going down the hall and out the door, it's probably
of greater interest to me than it would be to any reader of
yours.

Hogwash. Four million people listen to the show,

They'll miss the droll commercials Keillor writes for the
show’s made-up sponsors, Jack’s Pretty Good Grocery, Bob's
Bank, Bertha's Kitty Boutiques, the Side-Track Tap, the
Fearmonger’s Shoppe, “Serving all your phobia needs since
1954," and last but not least, “the biscuits that give shy per-
sons the strength to get up and do what needs to be done —
Powdermilk Biscuits. Heavens' They're tasty and expedi-
tious!"

They'll also miss the guest list that over the years has in-
cluded singers such as Emmylou Harris, Jean Redpath and
Robin and Linda Williams, pickers like Leo Kottke, Jethro
Burns and Chet Atkins, players like pianist Butch Thompson
and the Queen City Brass, writers like Studs Terkel and as-
sorted hog callers and wood carvers.

What they'll miss the most is the show's heart and soul,
Keillor's monologue. After Saturday, there won't be any
more news from his mythical hometown of Lake Wobegon,
Minn., “the little town that time forgot and the decades can-
not improve, where all the women are strong, all the men are
good-looking and all the children are above average.”

A Praine Home Companion . . . going . gone.

“I treasure the people in my audience,” Kelllor says
“They re the reason I do the show. I love tosit and write, but it
would be much less of a pleasure to me if I weren't able to
imagine an audience somewhere at the end of the writing pro-
oess.

So why is he leaving them?

1 went into radio out of extreme personal shyness,” he
says. "It was a way to talk to people without them looking at
me. Radio is immensely private and intimate.

‘Later on, 1 went up on a stage. It didn’t seem all that much
more public, because the audiences that have come to see the
show have been so friendly.

““In the course of doing the show, I have had the contact —
with lovely, funny, admirable people — that I craved as a
child and a teenager.

“So, 1 value this audience. It has been a big part of my life
for 13 years.”

Somewhere there was a “but” coming. Keillor lowered his
voice and whispered

“But I've come to a point where I can go ahead with the
show as an imitation of itself or I can stop.”

Keillor took the latter option because he is a man of princi-
ple — and he's tired

“It’s very tiring doing a one-man show and that's what this
has come down to. I book the acts. I construct the show. 1

See Keillor, 4D
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y;:l.ng‘ interviewing and personal
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will be broadeast live for two hours
Trom World Theater by Minnesota Pub-
lic: Radio for the American Public Ha-
dio network.
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s probably one of our most listened-to programs.”

— Mike Morgan

a:m:mn ?wmlﬂwll
"Morgan said

tde-
cide on whether to carry Adams’ show
regularly until “a couple of months
after we hear a show or two, We hope
there will be some sudition

He
said FRM probably ultlelrrylh
two fall previews to gau unlnnpﬁ
audience reaction, Ik said Prair
Home soems to be ane of PRM's most
popular shows.

“T'm sorry tosee it go as a live show,

ww frankly. 4 Prairie Home Com-
muum\imi_n Tt works for .

*“The elements {in reruns) will still be
there: The music, the humor, the wit of
(Garrison Keillor.™

letters, cards, phone
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oo of cur most listened-

Although Prairie H‘ame braadeasts

Bat in mid-January — when Ameri-
van Pablic Radio begins feeding Ad-
ams' show in that time slo; ~ PRM
o
c

Morgan said.
“Then, Prairie Horne tentatively is set
lﬂlk;mmlm"ﬂnil&m to
noan Nlil)ﬁlnimlhnmm
sht on Sandays.

Hnrpn said, like live shows, reruns
re fed to stations through the national
m-arl Therefore, PFRM only will

have the option to affer reruns past
June 1988 the national nerwark
‘them.

diak WMAR in Mississippi
Biloxi at 90,

at Bl All PHM broadeasts originate
from the Jackson station.
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