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Keillor
understood
laughter is
like tears

By ANN GRAUVOGL
Argus Leader Siafl
day won't be a quiet day
in Lake Wobegon
The town that time for-
got will lose its most fa-

mnus child when the flnnl eplsod!

A Prairie Home Com,
mn at§ oday. As Gumsnn
Keillor slips back into the quiet
life of a shy person, 4 millian lis-
teners will be on hand to say
goodbye

From chic Georgetown condo-
miniums (o rustic Montana
cabins, fans will gather around
radios in tribute to Keillor's gen-
tle appreciation of the everyday
absurd. From the time he opens
with the familiar strains of Hello
Love on through the day's
ings in Lake Wobegon and final
10 goodnight. Keillor will woo and
win § million ears.

The show can be heard locally
on Sioux Falls' KRSD-FM at 88.1,
thml”\un s KUSD-FM at §9.7, or

s
s;}l'(ll\c on South Dakota Public
adio.

Those who make a habit of ana-
Iyzing everything will have one
last chance to consider what it is
that makes Keillor so successful
After 13 years on the radio, the
man wha brings Boy Scouts
church and ice caps for cats into
the modern living room has been
compared to Mark Twain, James
Thurber, E.B. White, William
Faulkner, Sinclair Lewis, Henry
David Thoreau and Will Rogers.

Keillor has a wonderful sense of
Incongruity, speech rhythm and
local color, says Bill Geyer. an
English professor at Augustana
College, Thase are the elements
from which American humor al-
ways springs.
ver compares Keillor to the
humorists of the Old Southwest in-
¢luding George Washington Harris
and Augustus Baldwin Longstreet
Keillor, like his predecessors.
enters the rhythm of th
and the thoughis of those he talks
b or says. Thal gives his
staries authenticity.

A good humorist can create a
world that people enter easily,
says Ruth Alexander, chairwoman
of the South Dakota State Univer
sity English department. Keillor
created Lake Wobegon as
Faulkner did Yoknapatawphs
County or Twain the Mississippi
River country.
Lake Wobegon becomes real.
she says. “You see yourself and
people that y
humor works because listene
can laugh with the characters as
well as at them

Alexander has no qualms about
calling Keillor a genius. She offers

Keillor/See 7A

Don't touch
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socaled
HARIHTM\ WVa, —
The departure of Garrison
Keillor will create a void
n public hnudmum
but produc ers and distributors o
other shows hope Prairie Humr-
Companion's 4 million listeners
will leave their radios on
A half-dozen programs, four of
which already are in production.
are looking for the audiences that
have been listening to Minnesota
Public Radio’s Prairie Home Com-
panion Saturday evenings since
950

Some people won't listen to
radio anymore, but some will lis-
ten 1o the other shows and discov-
er that radio is wonderful.” said

So Iong,
‘Companion

that dial — other shows ready to fill gap

Keillo

at two hours and befor

that will-  and .
it is the closest of th

dience.
et has 1o be after Garri-  NPR offerings to Prairie Home
not necessarily ina  Companion, which is distributed by
Boal said the rival American Public Radio
berg, the producer  network
Market, said "1f enour plays down
e with some. larities — “Radio vari
of something did not begin with Prafrie Hrm(
Companion — but he said som
his pro 7 stations
ing the show 1o better tim
t attempt to ome of

s shoes and aren’t

Dean Boal of National Public
y. which distributes Mountain
Our Front Porch, Fiea Mar
and Whad'ya Knaw?

00 ill will toward Min
lic Radio. but
feaving does open new

ing 1o try. either.
Wha

ppor- ¥ simi

B0
r. who became public

e true star after publish
stsellng book .muu. his
Lake d ap-
ver ur ruu. mag
decided to leave Prairie

ire mov

Mountain Stage producer
‘\I'H’\- Ridenour in Charleston
at we're trying 1o do is pre

an opportunity for performers
udience to get together in the
medium in which we work

onal Public Radio

eland. for exam.
Mountain

RepFa:emeMs".

H\mmn know they will not fill

We will miss
our shy guy

agree with Wally, the bar.
tender down at the Sidetrack

ap
Garrison Keillor, host of A
Prairie Home Companion, is mak-

fng 8 bg mistake By going away.
At least he's leaving a big hole in
4 million Saturday nights

If that makes me conservative
or a little too eager to hang on to
what I've got, well I can't help it
After all, I'm a German Catholic
reared well in my own church of
perpetual responsibility. As any
one who's listened to Keillor
knows, we don’t like to ¢

WHAT WILL BECOME of

al

urday nights now? Who will tell

derstand that to be Midwestern
might be OK despite, or maybe
because of, all the emotional bag
*that comes with the terri-

urday night without Keillor
e Linus without a blan
A certain amount of security
Hello Love
began on the radio, we knew
everything was right with the
world — or at least a piece of it
Who cared from 5 to T on Satur.
day nights whether this year's
hemlines would go up or down?
Who needed to worry about a new
car or painting the hous
self-imposed intricacies of surviv-
ing in modern Americp seemed
less important as we laughed at
lessans in talking Minnesotan o
learned that cats can be paranoid
oo
KEILLOR GAVE my family a
el place in a busy week Twen
utes in Lake Wabegon was
an excuse o ignore the Sappc
that needed to be cooked or the
walk thal necded (o be shovele
Even my hushand, who learned
well that akin to sin,
and listened
We don't have many of those
times in 1987. Father Jim Doyle
tries Lo create that kind of peace
during the hour he lures us into
St Michael's Catholic Church
every weekend The difference
was that even the kids didn't wig
gle during Keillor's sermons.

Who else will recognize the ab
surd possibilities in everyday life?

Who clse will let us laugh gently
at ourselves
Wha else can we count on

Ilurr-unr\..
eve

turday, every w

yes. 1 agree with Wa
1 know Keillor, who's now 44,
deserves a break. 1 know s
ple can'tbe §
I know we can all read his books.
1 even know Noah A
public radio announcer, will do &
od job with whatever he decides
creale

BUT I KNOW KEILLOR'S mak-
ing a mistake.

What is he, a regu
Minnesota, mem

He could wish
the Sidetrack Tap before the sum

know If he wants to change his
mind. a lot of us will be ready to
fet him visit

BEST BET for the weekend
The last Prairie v
1§ tonig Sioux

i 8.1, Vermillion's KUSD.
FM a1 807, or Brookings' KESD
FM al 88.3. South Da Pu
Radio will air a Prairie Home ret
rospective fol

Ann Grauvogl is an Argus Leader
columnis!.
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Keillor

Continued from 5A

his version of the Christmas jour-
ney of the Magi as evidence: Anyone
who figures out that the names of
the sheep at the crib are Surely,
Goodness and Mercy is a genius.

Among her favorites was the story
of the boy who tries to make out with
his girlfriend. He gets no further than
putting his arm around her shoulders
when they're discovered by her fa-
ther. With the discovery, the boy
knew his reputation was made.

The story, like many of Keillor’s, is
poignant, Alexander says. It captures
the youthful need for love and so-
ciety’s condemnation of the quest.
“Laughter is very close to tears,”” she
says. Keillor understands that well.

Alexander doesn’t know whether
people will still laugh at Keillor’s
stories in 60 or 70 years, but this
generation has responded.

Kate Arneson, an English professor
at Augustana College, teaches Keillor
in her freshman composition class.
Her students can relate to Keillor’s
intense honesty and his insecurities,
she says.

Replacements

Continued from 5A

Keillor speaks for the people of
the Upper Midwest, she says. He's
critical of the heritage that often
leaves Midwesterners too careful, yet
he lets his listeners know that they
can count on the German Catholics
and Scandinavian Lutherans to do the
right thing and be responsible.

For Don Rainbow, director of the
Center for Performing Arts at Sioux
Falls College, listening to Prairie
Home seems like a trip back to
Anoka, a town of 15,000 near Minne-
apolis. Keillor was graduated from
Anoka High School in 1960, Rainbow
in 1961.

What Rainbow has learned along
with 4 million others is that the Lake
Wobegon and its people are every-
one’s. Keillor’s gift is to play on the
little idiosyncrasies — the Catholic
statues or the oval relish dishes — to
create a world that goes beyond
quaint.

Rainbow, like many, hopes the end
of radio will give Keillor time to
write: ““It remains for us to see what
his very best work will be.”

past 214 years.

Dave Kanzeg, WCPN program
director, said he picked Mountain
Stage over Prairie Home repeats be-
cause of its sharper contrasts be-
tween segments. Hardcore bluegrass
is often followed by jazz, and Robert
Fripp of King Crimson once appeared
on the show with “The League of
Crafty Guitarists” — 18 students
from his music school in West Virgin-
ia’s Eastern Panhandle.

Chris Langer, Minnesota Public
Radio’s promotions director, said an
average of 314 million to 4 million
people tune in for Prairie Home Com-
panion each week.

A new Minnesota Public Radio
show is in the works and features
Noah Adams, formerly of National
Public Radio. The new show, as yet
untitled, will begin airing weekly in
January.
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100% Pure Silk Sportcoats Reg.
Wool Blend Sportcoats Reg. $16
All Wool & Wool Blend Suits . .
Pure Silk & Silk-Blend Ties ......
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