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ST. PAUL, Minn. — |1 ‘%0 half hour,
before show timeat the World Theater,
home of public radio’s A Prairie

Companion,” and the place i packed.
I asked what would sitract such &
wvaried crowd — young and old, hip and
hapless — the best guess would be &
date fair. Some are aiready seated,
many more are four deep at the lobby
souvenir shop with [ts various Lake
Wobegon Tshiris and cassette collec:
tlons of host Garrison Ketllor's mono-
logues. Al the concession stand, De-
traiters will note that Stroh's |s served
alongside the mineral water.

Inside the 1910 vintageopera house,

restored through Keillor's two-year
“Save the World” fund-raising drive. is
4 high, shallow performance space, &
hause that feels wide and flat, with
eight boxes, four on each side of the
stage, and two halconies. The only clue
that something is different tonight is
the presence of o TV camera in one of
the boxes, There are others scattered
about the hull, but the loss of ane of the
(lying cupcake boxes seems the worst
ntrusion.

After 13 years on public radio,
Garrison Keillor and his “A Prairie
Home Companion” have moved Into
relvision

A PRODUCTION of Minnesols
P Radio, “A Prairie Home Com-
panion” uirs live af B pm. Saturdays
from 51 Paul's World Theater and s
seamed by satellite to more then 270
hulrlu radio stations, including De-
WDET-FM (101.9), sround the

ountry by American Public Radlo.
The weekly radio sudience s estimated
at four million
eekly cahle TV brosdcast of the
sch 7 via the Disney
5 some 1.2 million
edition of the show
was corried 'BS last year during a
fund-raising perfod.) Disney tapes the
twirhour show for rebroadcast from §
o 10:30 p.as. Lhe suine evening, Thirty
utes removed from the flrst
1 of the show, as both “Prairie
jome Companion” staff and the Dis
ey producers felt two hours would be
ong dor most TV viewers. Keillor's
kly Lake Wobegon menologue
s during the second hour of the
show.
the transition (0 televislon,
our stationary and two hand-
meras. The sel has been slightly
igned, with new risers and
w-style bandstand. A bare brick
d steel door 1o the parking lot
e only buckdrap, “Lighting Is the
al staging tool,” says Tom Voe-
un Mimnesita Public Radio vice-pres-

Ident for uuom] ming. “We
will not use m:vl !ﬁ that Is just a
scenic device for Isllfaluﬂnh: i-e
an hmuﬂ. stralgh
lhml' f
ln rehearsal earlier that Saturday
afternoan, there was only an occasion-
al joke to Indicate that snyone onstage
was thinking of the show's TV debut.
Keillor tells 8 cameramin to be sure
and get a closeup when Billy Ware of
Ihecilunblndllwsnldl pjmm ,

o gospel numl ts
dum mlly?"l{dllnrwmlem r“he
sure Lo ask that tonight.”"

Wandering back and forth among

‘A Prairie Home Compamon moves gently mto TV

the empty seats |s producer Margaret
mu"hﬁm:ﬁ:" l;mu; mmmhwnm
geatle remi 5 mi
numbers and then sketches are given o ﬂ'{“gwm:“"" Ty e Cow
e o o
e ey, And. efir 1 /A bbra brick wail and steal door 1o the parking lot are th only backdrop for the telavised varsion of | - thanga b B pet,Mana. sirat o
hiappy 10 have her back, A Prairls Home Companion.” Parforming with Garrison Kaillor in tha first show wars Kate MacKen- | [t ool 1252000 a0e sat o
“1t's great. | think she does all the 219, Linds Williams (carrter of trio), and Robin Williams.
mlnpuuum:dumiuuppomwlo = e
and more,"
By e whoaowp e “STREET SMART IS THE BEST MOVI
thin "ve done. and who sits there
md';u::n\:hu vou do It and says that's HDW l:llllld mI"I[InS Iﬂve a "Ightrnlare" SEEN ﬂl‘ YEAR. ﬂl‘l’ ﬂlﬂ, Dﬂ SEE IT.
00d; that isn't s0 good; forgel —Nail Rosan, WOR.TV
et ptatd|  Wake up and see for yourself!
10 have this benevolent. despotic pro- “Kathy Baker and Morgan Freeman make an

ducer 1o save me time . . . | think it is
Impartant to have somebody who has
veto power. But you have to trust
them.™

‘THIS NIGHT'S lineup is famillar to
longtime Hsteners: the James Dnpogny
Chicago Jarz Band; Beau Solell from
Lufayette, La: guitarist Leo Kottke,
and singer-guitarists Rohin and Linda
Willlams, singer Kate MacKenzie and
speclal effects man Tom Keith, (Long-
time house band the Butch Thompson
Trio is no more, following the cancer-
related death in January of drummer
Red Masddock and the departure of
Thompson o parsae his own career.)

A few minutes before alr time,
Keillor dellvers a short introduction to
the theater sudience. The radio Nak is
piped Into the theater and everyone on
stage eeems (0 brace for their launch
Inta TV space. Kefllor, holding & stack
of pupers In one hand, pats his trouser

pnclms for & pen.

A pen?' he the peaple in the
front row, seconds before he s to begin
singing the familiar “Hello Love"

theme. A photographer crouched near
the empty orchestra pit flips & pen
Kelllor's way. As cable TV beams its
first glimpse of Kefllor to the nation, he
s seen missing the toss.

"Fiiting," says Moos later, laughlng
s Il secretly pleased that the introduc:
Lion of TV has not stolen the show'slive
ridlo looseness, "I thought it was
perfect.”

FREDDY AT HIS BEST.”

—Chaistogher Tricarico, L.A. HERALD EXAMINER

“INGENIOUS, REMARKABLE
NIGHTMARE IMAGES!”

—Jmet Maslin. THE NEW YORK TIMES
“TERRIFIC
SPECIAL
EFFECTS AND
CHILLING
NIGHTMARE
WORLDS"

Kevin Thomas,
LO% ANGELES TIMES

”.TOPS THE
ORIGINAL."

— Michas| Mesve

SNEAN
FREVIEWS

WES CHAVEN'S

re

helish couple in the grip of the most malignant street evil”

~Andrew Saris, THE VILLAGE VOIGE
“The movie is sassy,

scary
—Stoven Schiff, AMTY FAIR

*..rveting urban thriller..”
—Molly Hasked, VOGUE

“Street Smart is a bare-knuckles
~PRabort Osbomne, THE MOVIE CHANNEL

vory ertortaining.”
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