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Staff Phato by Duane Braley
Minnesota Public Radio Presid

By Rob Hotakainen
and Randy Furst
Staff Writers

The ads for Powdermilk Biscuits
and Jack’s Auto Repair are going
off the air. Lake Wobegon will be
gone.

Garrison Keillor announced on his

Bill Kling

“A Praine Home Companion”
dio pruﬁmm Saturday evening lhal
he is calling it quits.

Keillor, one of the nation’s best-
known humorists and one of Min-
nesota’s most prominent citizens,
surprised his audience at the World
Theater in downtown 5t. Paul and
fans around the world when he said

a tape Saturday of G

fison Keillor

his last show will be June 13.

The dnnouncement came after an
advertisement for the famous bis-
cuits as Keillor nonchalantly
cleaned his glasses. He told his lis-
teners he wanted “to resume the life
of a shy person and live with my
affectionate family a more peaceful
life, a life in which there are Satur-

g the end of "A Prairie Home Companion.”

Keillor to end ‘Prairie Home’ on June 13

days

Thj show has had a good long run
years in Minnesota and we're
very grateful 1o all of you who
mads it seem worthwhile,” Keillor
said. “The decision to close is mine,
a simple. painful decision that is

Keillor continued on page 13A
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Keillor

cheerfully made: It is simply time to

We want o) for a while in my
wife's count i 1o
be a writer -wn I'm tired and it is
time (o stop.’

Ktlllw met Ulla Skaerved. a native
when she was an ex-
t %Mml‘kmh High School
became reacquainted
a 25th class reunion and were
married in 1985,

The folksy Saturday program —
which intermixed Keillor mono-

nce a
blic Radio agreed 1o dis-
tribute the m miomly. hqm-

ning in 1980,
nate from lhe World 'l'huwr
at Wabasha and Exchange Sts.

Keillor, 44, now has an estimated
eekly udience of 4 millon and has

the mi radio program
Am:mﬁﬂlz Radio, said Chni

Langer,
which produces the show.

Bill Kling, MPR president, sai
show's “rich archives” will pmvm:
reruns Ihll ‘will continue o be heard
on public radio. MPR has the right to
rerelease any shows. MPR alsa will
1ry 10 line up a new national variety
show at the World Theater by July,
ing said, declining 10 reveal any

“The door is open here if (mmm-)
dmd: he wants 10 do somethi

with us again,” Kling said, uddun:
that m= irie Home™ cancellation
will not result in any layoffs.

Kling said the loss of the show
should not affect MPR's fund-raising
abilities. “We're reasonably wnﬁ-
:@rt that we'll be in good lh-w

Keillor, a nlllvr ofAmh who now
lives in St. Paul, gained national
prominence in 1985 with the publica-
tion of Im book, “Lake Wobegon

Days," which became a surprise best
seller. umlnllu on the New York
rmeo best-seller list for u weeks.

fleshed ou

ional

mm town he talks |buu| each

k on radio show. The book

also helped put Keillor on Time mag-
azine's cover in October 1985.

lio show's first broadcas

|<m bq-n ith cnly 17 peop

the audience at Janet Wal Fine
Cent Cdl#

stations in 1980. It now is carried by

more than 275 stations throughout

the United Sates, Canaca and Aus-
ia.

The success of the show was a major
factor in the decision to close and

in corporate and foundation moncy

.and additional help through local
nds.

revenue bonds

The theater was closed for wo years,
while the show ariginated from the
ter

US. cities, The World
Thulﬂ Teopened in January of last

ve him as part of the
past 13 or 14 years. We
‘orld (Theater) as result

e
bqn gove, it was hisiory. That will
be a permanent part of his legacy.”

Keillor avoided e last u.m
but hinted in a 1984 interview that
the end of his show might be
-N‘lmmim m“"l:rn:ﬂ life,” he nH
“Nothing goes on forever, except
Beach Boys.”

Keillor recently had si
with the Disney
channel 1o telecast “A

Kelllor continucd on page 15A
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can only speculate.”

Keillor

Continued from page 13A

left before the final program June 13,
Langer said.

Keillor’s show won two Corporation
for Public Broadcasting Awards as
well as the prestigious Peabody
Award.

Long before Keillor became a fixture
on public radio, he was a well-known
writer and his work has been pub-
lished in the New Yorker magazine,
Atlantic Monthly, Esquire, Sports Il-
lustrated and the New York Times.

Kling called the Keillor show “one of
MPR’s proudest achievements,” add-
ing, “We'll never forget the journey
and we're fortunate to have learned
the roads well enough so that we can
start out anew — perhaps in a new
direction, but with the confident
hope that we will travel with equal
success.”

Keillor had decided to make the an-
nouncement two weeks ago, MPR
officials said.

After last night's show, while a group
of reporters gathered around his red
four-wheel-drive Blazer parked by
the loading dock of the theater, Keil-
lor reportedly left through an exit in
the front of the building and rode
away in a station wagon.

Among those who have performed
on the show, the loss of “A Prairie
Home Companion” means more
than just the end of two hours of
entertainment on Saturday night,
said John Coakley, a member of The
Boys of the Lough, a tour band that’s
played for the show about a dozen
times. Radio loses too, he said.

“It's bad news. It made live radio
live,” Coakley said after Saturday's

. show. “It’s so rare, making live ra-

dio.”

Staff Writer Chris Ison contributed
to this article.
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