News
by Hlancestry
https://www.newspapers.com/image/236436484

Fort Lauderdale News (Fort Lauderdale, Florida) - Sun, Apr 20, 1986 - Page 188

Downloaded on Apr 21, 2021

A Prairie Home Companion's stage during a live radio broadcast from the World Theater in St. Paul, Minn.

A first for radio show: TV

By Jack Zink
Assistant Entertainment Editor
On Saturday nights, the stage of the

World Theater in St. Paul, ., I8
nothing much to look at. As the point of
origination for Public Radio's A Prai-
rie Home Companion, there’s not much
mcrel :mlll than a bln&ﬂ.l.ﬂ and the
usua using array of microphones

ical of a weekend concert anywhere.

et, fnrtheavmplmlmﬂlhn
Prairie Home nion listeners, the
munluverymuc a theater. Founder,
host and storyteller Garrison Keillor
has, !ur 12 years, wielded radio’s most
pwerlul. elusive tool with consummate

Kelllon ll:&! is a Theater of the

Mind, a title officially used for a Gen-
eral Electric-sponsored gury

lbwmnmn but which applies,
by dint of accomplishment, to anyone

capable of urnin[ it. Not many have —
okden ore of Myelery cad advamtere,
gol era myltery aj ure
Whether or 's fra
mnfmnund place can translate to
television is uncertain. The test occurs
Slturd:éhn 9 pm. on WPBT-Ch. 2,
17 and WXEL-Ch. 42, when a
mhl broadcast celebrating a renova-
of the World Theater takes place.
The two-hour show goes on in St. Paul at
its usual time, 5 p.m. Central (6 p.m.

A Prairie Home
Companion brings its
lively mix of humor,
music and stories to PBS
on Saturday night.

Eastern). It's aired live on radio each
week on WXEL (FM 90.7) and WLRN
(FM 91.3), this Saturday, PBS television
crews will be ta the show for a
stereo broadcast three hours later.
WXEL will simulcast via its television
and FM stations; WPBT will air the
show in TV stereo,
In the most basic sense, Companion is
a radio variety show. ml::‘wenr ﬁ
blend of humor, storytelling, song a
music has evolved into something far
more cohesive. Keillor's folk stories de-
ct the descendants of Norwegian set-
ers in his native Minnesota, Those
tales have come to be regarded as a
llvinl, rnﬂyhmwmechooﬂhm

through the state have tried to find the
town.,

There have even been s tions
that a Lake Wobegon tourist village be
established. %:mmtolbkl of l(fel I.otrh:

monologues probal or
idea, inasmuch as Lake W ogegan
to have been founded HMyhnd
speculators.” Keillor and his sponsors
'auppur to be satisfied with what they

ve.

There was some early talk, and hope,
that the Companion TV special might be
picked up by a commercial network
with a larger audience potential. There
was never any indication, however, that
::::M' w l{m?on thana ?e-nm

(especially for fans who may
never be able to visit St. Paul).

In addition to Keillor's stories, Com-
ion offers a he of American
olk music traditions, There have bun

ial guests since the beginnin
'ﬁ Imtthuhownlnennlnl"
ity in recent years has attrac plrticl
pation from a surprising array of
superstar talent — Willie Nelson to
Tom Jones,
A tour last year, coinciding with
Keillor's promotion of his Lake
Days book, allowed Compan-
lon to tap more heavily than usual into
various regional musical idioms.
the more interesting examples

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News’

e=m



News
by Hlancestry
https://www.newspapers.com/image/236436486

Fort Lauderdale News (Fort Lauderdale, Florida) - Sun, Apr 20, 1986 - Page 189

Downloaded on Apr 21, 2021

EZRdf 2E8

such as the Fearmonger's !hoppl
(“serving your phobia needs since
1947"). Nothing on Saturday Night Live,

and commenting
a way that gives the news a human
middle-American) rr-
spective. There are times when
's imaginary Lake W

Chet Atkins, a frequent guest, tops the list of visitors
special

via satellite to any public radio station
that wanted it. It took six years to
evolve from an initial live audience of
20 Minnesotans to the point where 33
stations picked up the initial satellite
feed. Over the next six years, Compan-
ion expanded its radio client list to 260
stations.

Popularity began to snowball on a
national scale over the past few years,
at which point Keillor's Lake Wo{:.pn
townsfolk had already become firmly
entrenched in their own history and
traditions.

He excels in his vocal delivery, being
a master of the &m choosing care-
fully the verbal shadings of whis-
per and shout. Television can't improve

ws commentator Paul Harvey' upon that core of radio’s “theater of the
Har-

imagination.”
However, TV can add such things as
onthem eye contact and facial expression,
which accom, comedians and ac-

time to at least give an
mnngnlo

nion can do that,

it's sure to lure more people back to the
m's home on the radio. That

would be an interesting turnabout, since
it was television that otherwise spelled
the end of the radio story so long ago.
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