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“A Prairie Home C

Lake Wobegon s folks put out welcome mat

Garrison Kellflor welcomed the audience to the show's “‘old home in the World Theater.”

local folk hero and a radio personal-  zine cover and a No. | best seller to  llams, Vern Sutton, Jean Redpath

Ity and author with a small national  his credit. and Stevie Beck halled the show's
The Kelllor who returned return

isa voice in' American cul- The mood of the World last night Kelllor opened with a song about the

ture, with the country’s most-popular  was festive. Kelllor and Prairle

public radio program, a Time maga- . Home regulars Robin and Linda Wil-  Kelllor continued on page 8A
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Keillor Continued from page 1A

refurbished theater’s early days as a
vaudeville house, punctuating the
melody with shoulder-high kicks
worthy of a Rockette. The lyrics
seemed calculated to reassure listen-
ers that while football coaches may
come and go, this local institution is
here to stay.

Harmonizing with Sutton;, Keillor de-
clared: “Here in Minnesota there's
one thing we know, if we were any
good we'd have left long ago.”

But he also made it clear that more
money and labor are needed to re-
store the theater completely. Noting
the auditorium'’s still-incomplete ren-
ovation, he apologized to the studio
audience for the “minimal” lavatory
facilities, and pointedly described
his mythical hometown Lake Wobe-
gon as “the town that time forgot —
and that therefore needs no renova-
tion at all.”

Keillor and the Prairie Home <crew
hastily relocated to the Or-
pheum Theater two years ago'when
a hail of ceiling plaster made it clear
the World was coming to an end. The

show has been broadcast from a va-

riety of

temporary accommodations
ever since, while Its o'rlllnll‘home '

was renovated.

The program’s return to the World

initially had been planned for No-
vember, but construction delays kept
the cast and crew on the road until

yesterday.

The show took up an unanticipated
residency in Red Wing, Minn., this
summer when the Orpheum’s air

failed. And nagging con-
struction problems at the World
forced the program on an extended
road tour in October.

“Whenever you do restoration on an

old theater, there are hidden sur- |

prises,” said MPR spokeswoman' Ali-
son Circle, “At one point there was
an unexpected two-week delay be-
cause we had to test the balcony to
make sure it was safe. That kind of
thing just kept cropping up.”

“We went on tour thinking it 'was
only going to be for a month and it
ended up being three months,” said
MPR publicity director Cathy de

Moll. Fund-raising difficulties com- |

pounded the problem. Appeals by
the World Theater Corp., which owns '
the auditorium, have tended to com-
pete with separate fund-raising
drives by MPR, de Moll said. About
half of the $3.5 million renovation
cost remains to be raised.

As delays continued, finding addi-
tional stops for the tour became an

o our i 8"
er would be backstage on the phone
trying to lock in the theater and

ticket arrangements for the show - |

routine, ﬂm‘ ;
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