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‘Radio’s up next for Hartford after video

.
« By Jon Bream

Fri., Nov. 16, 1984

Minnsapolis Star and Tribune

Staff Writer

I's not clear if I's an honor or igno-
miny. Bul John Hartford may be the
first performer to appear on “A Pral-
rie Home Companion” after starring
in & music video.

Music video in Lake Wobegon?

Raise the question with the banjolst-
fiddler extraordinaire and he gives
you a flinty stare. “Well, it's a radio

" he sald grumpily and then

Be chuckled.
-

Tndeed, “A Prairie Home Compan-
0" is a radio show that Hartford's
ite fond of. All of Garrison Keil-
r's homespun lales, plenty of
scoustic music of all kinds, live
{oast-to-coast audience. During Hart-
rd's travels that include as many
200 concerts annually, he invark-
hly finds time to join Keillor on the
show, as he will do again Saturday.

Bul back to the video. Not too many

liddler-banjoists — or any pickers

with country music, for

t matter — make music videos.

+T've always kind of done my own

thing,” Hartford said while in town
tecently for a Guthrie concert.

Not only did Hartford star in the
Yideo but he directed it. *I did a lot
of shots where [ could see the moni-
Jor out of the corner of my eye. We
shol and reshot and reshot and re-
$hot and edited and edited. After we
ot in the swing of it, I very quickly
was able to divorce myself from the
fact that it was me on the camera. [
ust worked with lights and the

d the compositional aspects.”

Actually, Hartford, 46, was trained
!ﬂ & visual artist. He studied paint-
ng, drawing and sculpture at Wash-
Jngton University in St. Louis, but
music, which he had been playing
kince age 9, was pulling him in a
different direction. He was a country
radio disc jockey (“1 played too
ny banjo and fiddle records”) and
ﬂter as a session musician in Nash-
lle.

There he attracted the attention of
e Smothers Brothers, who flew him
¢ Los Angeles to appear on their TV

$how. Through that program

Glen Campbell and became the song-
furiter-in-residence for “The Glen
Campbell Good-Time Hour." That, of
course, became a springboard for
Hartford's career.

Two years earlier he had written a
shng called “Gentle on My Mind." "I
L

Staff Photo by Bruce Bisping .
John Hartford likes ‘A Prairie Home Companion'' and will appear on the show Saturday.

wenl to a movie, ‘Dr. Zhivago,' and |
came home and wrote a " he
recalled. “It was just a feeling I got. 1
didn't even know I had a song.”

Hartford has told the story bundreds
of times and recounis it with the
enthusiasm of the Happy Hooker de-
tailing last week's tricks. However,
he can't complain too much because
“Gentle on My Mind" has been his
paycheck. Not only did

record it, but so did dozens of other
artists. And It reportedly yields Hart-
ford a healthy annual income,
though he declines to discuss such

matters.

In July, he was honored with a Mil-
MMMAMWW"H‘

That song and Hartford's virtuoso-
musicianship coupled with an off-
beat wit have opened many a door
for him. He has been in demand as a
studio musician end concert per-
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former and he has 17 al-
bums of his own, including the
Gﬂrlw‘ winning “Mark Twang" In
1976.
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mentioned video, the first video, in
fact, by an artist affiliated with Fly-
ing Fish Records, a haven for fol-
kies, bluegrass players and other tra-
ditionalists who don't necessarily
make commercial records.

|

“Then in order for it 1o go up the
next amount in Billboard (chart),
they had to get a certain number of
what they call ‘add’ stations. These
people wouldn't add it (o their play-
lists) 'cause it had fiddle and banjo
on it. They said it didn't fit into their
country format."

But it will fit on “A Prairle Home
Companion” — video or no video.
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