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SI' PAUL. Minn, = 1t's dif-
ficult enough trying to explain
why you plan "ﬂ Saturday
evening around a two-hour
radio show. But I.ell someone
who lives here you
traveled hundreds uf miles o
watch “A mme Homl: C;m-
panian”™ and the; in
disbeliel g i

The show, produced here
Minnesota Public Radio, ts per
formed before & live audience
of 1,600 fans, mostly from
Minnesowa. But there are
usually several hundred from
fnrnwa;r places like Boston,

LA and Honoluly,
to Nina Thorsen, the show's
box office manager, L num-
ber is growing, and St. Paul is
still awed by its newest tourist
attraction

For the special 10th anniver-
sary show ihis past summer,
the faithful included a group
of doclors who drove from
Georgia in a motorhome and &
couple of magicians from
Dallas who spent the day mak-
ing “balloon animals” for chil-

dren,

Why do they come? For the
same reason they wouldn't
miss the show each week. For
some, it brings back
of the good old days before
ulevmnn Ol.hen n’:kply find
the mix of
subversion lnﬂ mluw.l |rr:-
sistable. To me, it's the spiritu-
al equivalent of going to
chureh,

Creator-host Garrison Keillor
wriles lunnyr cnn;:umml: for
the show's fanciful rs,
including Ralph's MwGood
Grocery, Bertha's huu Bou-
tique and Powdermilk Biscuits

.. with that whole-wheat
guodpess that gives shy per-
sons the strength 1o get up
and do” what needs 1o be

Keillor also reads the news
from fictional Lake Wobegon,
Minn., “the little town that
time forgot and the decades
cannol improve, where all the
women are strong, all the men
are good-looking, and all lhe
children are above-average "

“Prairie Home Companion™ |s
a church service, the cozy wis-
dom from Lake Wobegon is
the sermon.

Each week “A Prairie Home
Companion™ travels on the
public airwaves from St. Paul
Orpheum Theater to the em
of 2 milion listeners, making

You can watch ‘A Prairie Home Companion’

Garrison Keillor (center) creator — host of Minnesota Public Radio's popular show, “A Praire Home Companion

at his notes as he listens to Butch Thompson, a PHC reguiar, piay the piano.

it one of the most popular pub-
lie radio programs. Honolulu
listeners can hear “Prairie
. Home™ each Saturday between
6 and 8 p.m. on 'lebht radio
station KHPR-FM 88.1

For me, the question "Do |
want 1o se¢ ‘A Prairie Home
Companion?" had important
implications. | had a clear pic
ture of the show in my mind
‘What would happen Lo that
picture once | had really seen
the show? Could 1 go back Lo
the way | imagined it while I
cooked dinner in my kitchen?
Did | want to know if Garrison
Keiller uses notes when he
does the news? Did | want to
see what the Butch Thompson
Trio looks like®

On the other hand, if
“Prairie Home" becomes w0
popular that it i spirited away
by network television, the art
of really listening may vanish
forever and fans will have to
g0 to Burbank, Calif, to be m
the audience, | decided to
come to St Paul while 1 could

Since a love of “Prairie
Home™ runs in my family,
's organized a reunion. We
ordered 12 tickets from Minne-
sota Public Radio (allow six

weeks) and got a family dis-
count at downtown SL Paul's
Radisson Hotel {ask for the
half-price “Metroland Family
Special”)

There is plenty 1o do here.
We created our own “Prairic
Home" tour starting with a
visit 1o Minnesola Public
Hadio, which sels an example
for public radio stations across
the country by actually mak
ing money. Its offices include
a recording studio, a state
news service, and record h
brary. Minnesolu's Norwegian
influence was evident on a
bumper sticker we saw in Lhe
“Prairie Home™ office: "Wher
lutefisk is cutlawed only out
laws will have lutefish.” Pow-
dermilk  Biscuit T-shirts are
sold in the lobby
Our tour was complete with
walk past the Orpheum
Theater and the World Theat
er, "Prairie Home's"" perma
nent residence now under
renovation

On Saturday, we arrived al
the theater & half hour early
to watch the crowd. A young
man selling “Guiltless” bagels
at a stand outside the theater
had & radio with him so he

could hear the show. There
were people looking for tic|
ets. One fan carried a sign
“Just in from Chicago. 2-4
tickets needed.” She foul
someone with extra tic
and paid face value, $5. Ther
he passed her sign to some
ne else who needed Licket

g £y M ot
glances

He found uckets and passed
the sign again. We wenlt in-

Was @ table
where people

WHILE YOURE I N TOH

Also to see and do in St
Paul-Minneapolis

®@S5cience Museum
Minnesota. 30 £ 10th
Paul. Hands-on scie
exhibits and Omnitheate
showing films on a huge
domed screen

® Minnesota  Zog,  (35W
south Lo Highway 13, follow
the signs). Year-rou
weather monorail rides
eross-country skiing in
ter.

@ Guthrie Theater. V
land Place \(I!\Inupul
Tony-Award-winning region-
al theater. (Advance tickeis
recommended. Call 61
2224.)

@ Minneapoli
Avts, 2400 Thi s
Minneapolis. P !

information on

mere

1] Bnmn Bnl'\dm‘
N. Robert, St. Paul,
Or call 1-800-

although Garrison Kelllor
gives preference to “"funny
sages. to Happy Birthdays
o very old people, and 10 seri-
His m-ngu such as ‘Tl
an flight 79 at 520 p.m. Sun-
day — not flight 151 as I teld
you in the leiter.’ " He has
d, “That's the sort of mes-
blic radio has an obli
0 Carry
As Kelllor warmed up the
fore the
as usual n @
ed tie), he
air condi

crank up
e familiar
C Juuu theme
mpson played
* then

It was
the silent
program
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