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Fictional Products
Part of each program is “spon.
sored” by a fictional product called
Powdermilk Biscuits available
in the big blue box or biscuits &l
ready haked in the big brown bag
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form, without having to do stand-up
monologues. In addition, he writes
and acts sketches and reads 70 1o 80
greetings and messages senl in by
listeners. The messages range from
birthday greetings and anmiversa
rhes o reminders 1o invividuals 1o
call home or meet a friend at & spe
cifie place

Although the program ks profes

with the dark stains that indicate
freshness * The hiscuits are said o
‘give shy persons the strength o g
up and do what needs to be done."

A variety of “local” Lake Wobe
gon businesses are also “adver
tised," including The Fearmonger's
Shoppe (“serving all your phobia
needs since 18547, Ralph's Preity
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Garrison Keillor (left) and Robin and Linda Williams per-
form in a live broadcast of “A Prairie Home Companion.”

sional and entertaining. {1 is not
slickly produced or fast-moving
Much of the maonalogue and dialogue
is Impromptu, Keillor said. and al
buws for creative spontaneity. It also
cantributes 1o the implied folksiness
and regional. Midwest {lavor
Keillor, though, denies the pro-
gram s intended Lo be regional. He
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Not Nostaligic But Current

Garrison Keillor’s Lake Wobegon:
‘The little town that time forgot’

Continved From Page M-3

takable radio voice, Keillor seems
genuinely unaware and uncon-
cerned with the growing popularit;
of “A Prairie Home Companion.” a{
doesn't think airing the show on
commercial radio or television
would add anything to the successful
formula, and if anything, it would be
detrimental.

“I think we have pretty close to an
ideal situation on public radio,” he
said. "We don’t have commercial in-
terruptions, and we get to make up
our own commercials.

‘Thousands of Kitchens

“And I think our show would suf-
fer from a jump to television. A lot
of people cook while listening to our
show, and you can't cook and watch
television at the same time and en-
joy it. Good television tends to drive
out good Our show is heard
in thousands of kitchens amongst

fabulous aromas by people dizzy
with pleasure at the prospect of din-
ner,luwhlchwem&:hi:l-mm.
I'd hate to replace that happy gang
with a bunch of people lined-up fac-

ing one way and eating Kraft or
Stauffer's.”

A sell-proclaimed shy person,
Keillor chose to be a radio announc-
er In college because of the anonym-
ity.

“l liked radio just fine, even
though I could hardly bear to be
looked at when I was on the air. In
time, I learned that the engineers
looking at me from the control room
didn't really care what I was saying,
they only watched out of habit. As
for performing in front of an audi-
ence, | usually forget the people are
there and get caught up in the show.
Even a shy person has to make him-
self do certain things, especially
when money is at stake.”

Call-To-Arms

Keillor once wrote a call-to-arms
for “shy rights,” a group which he
believes is one of America's most
discriminated-against. “Labeled by
society as ‘wimps,’ ‘dorks,’ ‘creeps,’
and ‘sissies,’ stereotyped as Milque-
toasts and wua:lur llittysu.n ﬁ
tagged as potential psychopaths (
kept pretty much to himself,’ every

psychopath's landlady is quoted as
saying after the arrest, and for
weeks thereafter every shy person is
treated like a leper) we shys are de-
m{gly misunderstood on every

In it, he calls for Shy History
classes. “History books are blatant-
ly prejudiced against shyness and
shy personhood. They devote cha
ter after chapter to the accomplish-
ments of famous persons and quote
them at great length, and say noth-
ing at all, or very little, about count-
less others who had very little to
say, who never sought fame and
whose names are lost to history.”

“A Prairie Home Companion”
won a Peabody Award for distin-
guished public service in broadcast-
ing in 1981, in addition to several
prestigious awards. The program
has gone on several tours to the east-
ern United States and to other
of the Midwest. Officials of the Utah
Arts Festival are trying to convince
Keillor to bring the show to next
summer's exhibition, but Keillor
said that no tours are scheduled for
two years.
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