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‘A Prairie Home Companion’

brings its ‘culture’
to the East

By Lauren R. Stevens

WILLIAMSTOWN

arrison Kelllor's “'A

Pmne Home Compaf

" had been on the road

lhm weeks when it fin-

ished up in Boston recently. In Mid-
diebury, V1., New York City and the
I!erl.lne Performance Center, re
ly, the faithful turned out

furday night it sent out its

radio broadcast live; al each step it

Butch Thompson 'rriw is much
older tham | would have guessed,
robably in his 7lt. be enjoys
s work. He was lealur:d this
night, not only on the drum, but
uiulrng anjj e for a new “spon-
of Joy bubble bath, in
a t:ulh' I.wl.i Amlm'vng voice. He
MP

% wls phmsl lnd
E Thampsa

with gray styled hair and musudn
looks like a slim, elegant Captain

from the stage in a clrefu]l; e
hearsed fashion. The erew

through ﬂum to move and
adjust the eight microphones s
lhnn‘h they had been choreo-

luml aring be autocratic,
Keillor dwu.mlrd every aspect of
the show. | had no idea he sang with
the groups as much as he does. The
slow, meandering way he ap-
proaches and then latches on to the

and his a’u:zl under-

by a pickup musician on a trom-
bane. The music was excellent
More than usual

We gol even more of Keillor and
his mythical town of Lake Wobe-
gone normal. There were more
ads, o poem aboul reliability, sev-
eral skits about his bestial nemesis,
the cat, and after the Intermission,
0 minules vI an lpwwnl.ly rlm

mmg s nlways vnlh It's beeu a
week in Lake Wobey v

company &l some undetermined fu- Kangaroo. audience g st delivery are tone for Quet w gone. &
time. when he spoke, for it just didn't ev':}m High scheol tenors being what
S0 it was strange to hear Keillor seem right for that famlliar down Audlence glee they are, and the teacher, Miss Fal-
slnllui “Who's lnu coming home voice to come from such a so- coner, being what she was, the day
the door?" on a jay phisticaled demeanor. The luﬂnﬁ. on u:mumg:: mmm asked them to sing
night. 1t t respunded . dually
- ikt HCATE 1 0 boe el concert siaging o clapping pong whenever * Spacilcally, I rlnted to bel
ally listening wh.d’w.m. at dirty _ Although the show was being given the opportunity. [t's a nice 13-year-ld tenor in the Lake W
dishes from & to 8 pm , when the taped n!'li-lslhet contrast. {5 S v ﬁw;‘c‘ﬁ_ﬂm
comes = 3 Because this w w . ‘alconer,
mcm A;’;g“ﬁ'&““ - They ran two Hlll'lpulllmll paty, there was no string of = audience laughed, sighed in
L flawlessly and certainly without

‘Tall and lanky

Kelllor, who demonstrates his leg
endary shyness by nat using his own
name In the program noles, s tall

stopping to do another take. Keillor
never looked af & script and m
ably improvised some of his

ast once of twice he seemed to

ances — in fact, just twu
groups: the Butch Thompson

and the Stoney Lonesome B\\nu'm
Band. But if I hadn't seen them with
my own eyes, | would have assumed

he implied the eternities of the situ-
ILI]I It was a virtuose perform-

and lanky, with horn-rimmed anather r off guard, there were at least stx, as the two :I'he audience, mostly the Volvo
flasses. By looks, be could be either - such a5 when he started talking to  played and sang along, together, or and Perrier water set, with a few
a teacher or a minister. He wore a  Peler Ostroushko, the only perfor- ragments; and each member gemuine sons of the earth, loved

tan sult with red tie and socks.
x., drummer with the

Lauren R. Stevens is publisher of
the Williamstown Advocate.

mer in jeans, about his cal. Peter

mhminlhcmwm
f’mwm but be wasn't
ormers eniered and exited

picked up several different instru-
ments as occasion demanded:
bass, piano, drums, violins, mando-
lins,  guitars, Fm played a
clarinet at one point, accompanied

were Massachusells
sumably) plates, of mlm \rllg:ﬁ-
fair number from Maine and New
iire. This was the fifth sold-

out performanee af Berkice. which
seals 1500 Sum brought thelr
babies, but few their e

meric: ;

lic Radio alfiliates in 44 states and
the District of Columbia

During this time the show

trom

As Keillor said in an interview with
Paul Desruissesux in “The Chrop
icle of Higher Education”

“Two hours Is too long for a
bunch of casual periormers lo
lounge

a

we used f0." — who origl-

nl!ly cmm - nn ;ujued tiois
of dynamic " mue

\nu: an mrl

Usually the message is implied, bat

somelimes it es Lo the surlace

of the nost;
Biscuits, Lhe show's
main (pretend) sponsor, nnmn

Wobegone Valley,
mymlnw meyrennlmlym
bulwn mwd.ly ﬂE biscult with

done. Wholesome and expeditious.

Keﬂlor uinﬂbtn the backlng of guitarists

me:bm:n =t ‘What peeds io be done’. s also im-
Garrison s The ages, wilh that gap. went portant First of all, we need to be
Keillor auto- entertained It's a serious old world
graphs his ‘Started in 197 B "=£: music and humor
for ad- “A Prairie Home C b~ L igee
after h‘“"‘m EWSI Pm Minn 'L' e g g "*". m‘;;;[::‘“m_
the old vaudeville
a bmﬂcast_ b=y 0 Rt oy O 1-“ erature. Keillor mntn Timsel!

uplifting sort of humor. doesn’t
even let the pathos get painful for

shall | confess It? Without being
able to read music or carry a tune,
1 was one of five tenors in the high
school cholr. And | remember well
the day the frustrated equivalent of
Miss Falconer asked each of us to
sing nur pm In a tricky classical

piece
K:lﬂm told us that lingLug was
and soulful a o be

o

i o ately on .a:u;:, So, for
an encore, the ensemble invited the
audience to join in singing “‘Red
River Valley,” the

song Miss Falconer
was beneath her choir
Tune in sometime.

believed

e

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News’




