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3 rairie 1iome vompanion isits

4 By GREG WORDEN former as he s a writer, having

MIDDLEBURY — As rain recently published a book, ‘Happy

B clouds from the prairie states To Be Here," a collection of essays

ot rolled  threateningly most of which appeared in The

E gathered n;;nl.‘liu that New Yorker," the columnist said.
point Mead g writers like Mark

B Ghape sunday atternoon. Twain, Jammes Tincber, Bober

4 The stone_chapel sits atop & Benchley or E.B. White suddenly

oft sprawling, green hill at Mid- available to deliver soliloquies on

*,ﬂkbﬂﬂﬁluﬁe.mbmm radio and you have a sense of ‘A o

o g, It s &s 1f piogle wess Prairie Home Companion’,” he
lining up o get into heaven. said.

your radio on.' It suggested that
salvation was in the airwaves and
the spirit could be felt through the
big radio around which the family
gathered in the parlor,

“In recent years, however, the
spirit has all but disappeared
from the medium. Television has
robbed us of the visual mystery,
and radio, when not pounding out
‘golden oldies, has lapsed int

8  For many, it was the next best Keillor, who cf
that is almost bie, tells the
1 Garrison Keillor had brought ‘audien h:::m:; from a !
the wisdom of his mostly mythical diMinnesota, most|
8 town of Lake Wobegon, Minn., b B

SALES PITCH — Garrisou Keilor, glasses in hand, makes & pitch for
one of the mythical sponsors of “A Prairie Home Companion” Sunday
at Middlebury College.

They're friends of mine.', and
whose motto is ‘Neither &
Barrower nor a lendér be.” Save at
the sign of the sock™) and
Powdermilk Biscuits (“Made
from whole wheat raised by
Norwegian bachelor farmers in
the rich of the

easy listening

“But a few years ago, a new
spirit emerged from the farms
and homes of the upper Midwest
in the form of A Prairie Home

radio program.

“Like the great radio
philosophers of the plains that
preceded him, Garrison Keillor
bas provided us with universal
j truths to  consider, moral
questions ta ponder, and classic
characters that we can find in
each of our families and
comunities. With his multiple
talents and gentle humor Mr.
Keillor has sublly helped us to

Companion’ has used that same
technology to bring us home,"
Robinson's introduction said.

‘And home they were. AS the 750
fans who were able to get tickets
for the Sunday show filed into the

Keillor's radio program was
first aired on Minnesota Public
Radio in 1974, and then linked to

Lake Wobegon, which Keillor
describes as “the little town that
time forgot, that the decades
cannot improve, where all the
women are strong, all the men are
good-looking, and all the children
are above-average,” has captured
the nation's fancy

Even the mythical
have become “ask-for” items ln
and around the country

‘They include Bob's Bank (“The

Wﬂfmyhnr:-udu;tdwrh
always open, where every chec
4 ym.-rll,zhul;dmu!lﬂawmll
B and the inscription, ‘Cash this.

Wobegon valley, so you know
they're not only good, they're also
pure mostly, the biscuit with that
whole-wheat goodness that gives

biscuits already baked in the big
brown bag with the dark stains
that indicate freshness. Heavens,
they're tasty and expeditious!""}
Keillor, a tall sturdy-looking
man with horn-rimmed reading
glasses, a vacant look, square jaw
and lower-than-tenor mellifluous
voice, is now on stage. He has
Introduced an eclectic group of
musicians who are traveling with
him on this three-week tour to the

Marlboro's Margaret. MacArthur
and her musical family were
invited to perform; on Saturday,
the Word of Mouth Chorus, in-
cluding Michael McKernan from

contra dance band with
McKernan, “Andy Toepfer and
Laurie Indenbaum of

oft (there really is & Wobegon
ofs femetery in Moorhead, Minn.), - p'the rich loam
o ond {‘\Pmdelwm(‘am‘ ﬂtbel.u'!rm::'lal!m
panion” to the Middlebury and didn't stop until they got to
8 campus for a performant Minnesota, whose  rocky soil M
ot As Olin Robison, president of reminded them of home, #
ot the_college, in his in- forgetting, of course, why they left gf
4 trodmdmmmnmfnm et Norway in the first place.” 4
““A popular gospel song After a string of anecdotes,
1 Iate 30s carried the refrain, “Turn ey Worden udmfms-mimmnmm:
4
4

when we heard they were bringing
the show to Middlebury,”
McKernan said. He added that he
thought it was the group's album
of Bob McQuillen dance tunes
which opened the door to an in-
vitation for Applejack to perform
o the shov.

The band played for a dance
Saturday night in Middlebury.

On Sunday, Keillor said, “Even
though we missed the dance, we

Companion. This was no romp  shy persons the strengthto getup  brought the band here." Members  Keillor enjoyed his visit to
down memory lane o imitationof  and do wha needs to be done;  of Applejack beamed Muletry o SRRL by
the past but rather an original  biscuit mix in the big blEOK O 1 luve every minute of It," u:y“d i SR

McKernan said of his par-
ticipation in the show. “The
production crew has been loase
and friendly. No tension. It's been
a ot of fun. Even the people who
travel around with the show still
enjoy it," McKernan said during
an intermission break, adding
that Keillor “really throws a lot at
them'" music-wise

Margaret MacArthur has been
on the show before, appearing

discover the bestin ourneighbors.  East Coast. They include the
i b twice on shows in Minnesota. Her @ national radio broadcast to
Atatime when the media canturn  Butch Thompson Trio, a jam family, however, has made  several million people,” Nief said,
to advanced telecommunications  group; Peter B, ol o et e Kk
et o cary us live (ot gular, Ui and mandol: am1 Gt g et ”m“"'m‘! R phl s
most remole copners ol Hpinel e puoney Lanesome bluegrass  idalebury, he Invited the program, Keillor reads short
and beyond, ‘A Prairie Home 3 i« 3

Tn addition, on Friday ~MacAsthurclintuf thestom. messages from fans to other fans

“I felt good about that. I sup-
pose that program (Friday’s) will
be aired when they're on
vacation,” Mrs. MacArthur said

‘The show is & mix of music and
stories by Keillor.

chapel for the third and final show ~ Westminster West provided extra
in three days, the air was electric _entertainment; and on Sunday,  As & columnist for the Boston be here. Remember that. Always
like that of a family reunion. Windham County's Applejack  Globe said, "“The key to the shaw  be wherever youarein

is Keillor, whose Norman
Rockwell monologues are
allegorical, modest, witty,
whimsical and

the rest of the nation by satellite in  River and Jill Newton of Jamaica gnant stories They know Keillr and their
1980. More than 2 million people  were. about a time not so long ago that is _Prairie Home Companion will be
listen to the two-hour show every by | has heard our  gon 3 back on the air this Saturdayat §
Saturday night beginning at 6 mnd.hu-emmm “Keillor is not so much & per-  p.m.

inhabited of Norwegian
stock X
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audience completely and he closes
his eyes as he ventures into the
depths of his imaginary Lake
Wobegon.

He tells the stories of being in
Miss Falconer’s seventh grade
chorus’ class; of his mother’s
‘penchant for giving him catmeal,
“the vital substance of life,” for
every breakfast; of school lunches
that bring back vivid memories of
“yellowish gravy on white bread
they called chicken a-la-king,
followed by lime Jell-0" with a
dollop of mayonnaise. .

"u couldn't _have gone
smoother,” said Ron Nief, the
college’s public affairs director,
‘whohelped line up the visit.

And it was good publicity for the
college, as well.

“You can't buy this kind of
exposure for the college. We don’t
ordinarily have five or six
‘minites over a two-hour period on

s Butch Thompson plays piano in
the background.

One is a message to “Miss
Harwood High She's here in
person,” Keillor reads. Aad then
he adds, "There’s no other way to

After a briel encore, Keillor
says goodbye.
But, the audience is not sad.
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Gireg Werden
, Applejack, at Sunday's

'ON STAGE — Garrison
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