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FIRST
STOP ON
HIS LAST
TOUR :

GARRISON KEILLOR TO TAKE
THE STAGE TONIGHT AT PAC

MAUREEN WALLENFANG
SIN

When author and humorist Garrison Keillor flew to
Appleton in 2009 to broadeast his “A Prairie Home Com-
panion” public radio show live, he opened with the song
“There’s no first ¢ to Appleton.”

This time around, he’s taking a bus.

Keillor and his Pr: )
Tour™ arrive today a g Performing Arts

eek tour that will

hit both coa

“We tried doing a tour by plane once, and it was just so
complicated and rough on the road crew,” he said.

See KEILLOR, Page 4A

If you go

What: Garrison Keillor's Prairie Home “Love and Com-

edy” Tour

Description: “Two-plus hours of stories, love duets,

family drama, poetic outbursts and our famous Sing-

ing Intermission, featuring The Old Scout,

Garrison Keillor, with the extraordi-

nary Heather Masse, sound

effects genius Fred New-

man, Richard Dworsky

and the exemplary

Road Hounds."

When: 7:30 p.m.

tonight

Where: Fox Cities

Performing Arts

Center, 400 W.

College Ave., COURTESY OF PRAIRIE
Appleton o2 HOME PRODUCTIONS
Tickets: Start Garrison Keillor will
at $35. Ticket- take the Fox Cities
master, PAC Performing Arts
ticket office . [ Center stage one
or 920-730- h 3 more time on

3760 ] : Tuesday.
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Keillor

Continued from Page 14

travel is really slick.”
Appleton’s billing as

the tour's first stop was a

okt of geographical

“We e alm'rmﬁ from
St. Paul, Minnesota, and
you're i gm_dwulm

wellbehaved and_ they

appropriately
Gressed. They daift wave
signs. They don't carry
on”

hat seems to be a big
plus in our column,

The Minnesota native
turned 75 on Monday, and
he isn't carrying on much
about the milestone,

His wife is traveling
out east and his daughter
is at summer camp. He
packed his red socks and
hnardmi a bus on his

Keillor has gotten

rousing receptions in Ap-

pleton in his four visits
ver the last e,

appearance
Fox Valley Symphany —
he :!mn:eﬂ.hjsfeab;\ck to
the orchestra— tothe live
radio show and several
subsequent shows that
weren't broadcast.
Tonight's performance
here s basically a
tion of his “A Prairie
Home Compamion,” the
show he led for 42 years
befare turning it over to
new hast Chris Thile last

year.
Keillor lets out a deep
baritone guffaw when
asked if he prefers being
campared to Brett Favre
or Cher in his ping-pong-
ing retirement plans, As
recently as 2015 he said in
t his cur-
rent tour was his last go-

round.

He's saying that again

“A person should be
careful in saying it's the
Iast ane, but this one real
Iy is the last,”

“Tm_happy for
wind up. Whea you have
beenextremely [ucky and
you have made your way
for so long an the basis of
no perceptible talent at
all, you shouldn't try to

e said he found aur
that he has no interest in
gencral travel, like going

his cousin's

children

“I'm a stranger to my
own family. It's just the
price you pay in this pro
fession. I'mnot astranger
to my chiliren or a
stranger to my wife, but
to my relatives. I see

als, and

ibout i
e reason to do this
|a-<| tour is mostly
se there isn't anything
else like it, and he be-
lleve:» it's worth the ef-
fort.

?‘é

“It has terrific music
d a man telling a long
y and silly nonsense
sound effects. The
variety show is perpetual

use ii's
commercially a little
fragile. But 1 love variet

ows. L would love 1o go
to a show in which there's
a yodeler followed by

Plays ‘Beyond the Sunset
on a trombone. That's my
sort of show.”

That uul what this
show is abou

He'll brmg updates
from his mythical Minne-
sota hometown, Lake Wo-

n, “where all the
women are strong, all the
men are good looking and
all the children are above
average.

He'll have music and
skits, like Guy Noir and
Lives of the Cowbays.

“The material is all
new. [ sing duets with
Heather Masse, a tall
woman, as tall as 1, so we
Iook each ather in the eye.
We sing these lovely love
duets, “Unchained Melo-
dy” and Bob Dylan love
sangsand Van Morrison. I
sing a love sang o my
daughter, who is now 19
There are no guests. It's
justus,”

Besides Keillor and
Masse, he has langtime
sound effects genius Fred
Newman and musical ac-
companiment by Richard
Dworsky and the Road

lounds.

“The news from Lake
Wobegan is maybe a little
bit longer because it's
about the first girl ] ever
loved, and you know one
does not want to rush
through a story like that,”
he said.

Since leaving the live
radio show in July IIHE
he's been writing. His
Lake Wobegon screen-
play is now in its fifth or

COURTESY GF PRAIRIE HCHME PRODUCTIONS

sixth rewrite, and he’s Garrison Keillor will take the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center stage ene more time on Tuesday.

writing a memoir and a
collection of limericks.

He continues 1o pen a “People love that. They
weekly syndicated news- don't get a chance to do
paper column that fre- that in ordinary life
quently skewers Presi- There's no piano playing.
dent Danald Trump. There’s no organist. Just

There'snoneof thaton-  people singing, They can
stage.

He believes  that
wouldn't be right when soun
eople have pmu for ing thing o peaple. They

sound like a choir. They
ere’s no way to do  sing in parts. You can
poli this show. hear the altos and bases
We're past that point. The and sometimes you even
Inle -night comics really hear a few brave tenors.
sl out of it, but  It's gorgeous.”
[hey re talking to the That portion is what
choir. And I'm not. I have  the show calls a “singing
no doubt that Lake Wobe-  intermission,”
gon voted for Donald “We all sing and any
Trump. I did not. 'm not  body who needs to leave
in a mood to make fun of to call the babysitter can

» leave,”

Instead, he hopes peo- “The rest of us all
ple walk away from the stand there and lean
PAC humming. ‘against each other. Some-

“One of peaple’s favor- es you see teenagers
ite parts af the show is crowd wha are Goo-
samething we never did  gling on their iPhone for
on the radio and that isto  lyrics. The rest of us
walk out into the crowd  know the words to ‘Down
with a microphone and in the Valley.' Roses love
simply sing with the audi-  sunshine, violets love
ence. ‘America the Beau-  dew. We all know this,
iful; ‘Swing Low Sweet right?"

Chariot,’ ‘Can't Help Fall-
ing ml.me"BauIevan Maureen Wallenfang:
W 920-993-7116, or

mwallenfang
StCréscent.com;  on
Twitter @wallenfang
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