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LAKE WOBEGON, 40 YEARS ON

JERRY HOLT » jerry holt@startribune com
The 71-year-old storyteller, at his St. Paul bookstore, is observing his radio show's milestone with just a little bit of a fuss.

Garrison Keillor takes an
unsentimental journey

His ‘A Prairie Home Companion’ returns to where it all began back in 1974.

By NEAL JUSTIN » nealjustinf@startribune.com

on't expect the master of ceremonies to get emotional when “A Prairie Home  Events: Live broad-
Companion” celebrates its 40th anniversary this weekend. cast, singalong,
“Tavoid getting choked up. It’s not in good taste,” said Garrison Keillor, hum-  jam sessions. A6
ming and snapping his fingers Wednesday morning as he strolled the Macales-
ter College campus in St. Paul, site of the radio show's first live broadcastin1974.  Photos: Alook back
“You never want the audience to be concerned. I coughed during a show in Washington,  at startribune.
D.C. recently. People listening at home probably thought, ‘Geez, is this old guy going tocroak?”  com/photos.
He's returning to Macalester for a three-day festival marking the anniversary witha
three-hour live broadcast, a giant singalong, creation of a Lake Wobegon-style “Living  Video: Hear Keil-
Flag” and other hoopla. lor talk about
A Minnesota institution that reaches 4 million listeners, “Prairie Home” has been  the early years at
made into a movie, parodied on “The Simpsons,” graced the cover of Time and earned its ~ startribune.com/

See KEILLORon AG»  garrisonkeillor.
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JERRY HOLT » jerry holt @starteibune.com

Garrison Keillor, back at Macalester College, said only a dozen people stayed for 1974's first broadcast after several walked out.

Keillor’s unsentimental journey

<KETLLOR from Al

creator a Peabody Award. But
four decades ago, only adozen
or so people were left in the
audience after several people
walked out on that first broad-
castat Macalester’s Janet Wal-
lace Fine Arts Center.

“It was too fancy for us,”
Keillor said, watching cus-
todians clean carpets in the
remodeled auditorium, which
will play a part in the big bash.
Tt wasa beautifullittleconcert
hall built for classical music,
and we were just this little
country music show.”

Not anymore. On Wednes-
day, crews worked against the
clock to finish building a giant
erector setofa stage for Satur-
day’s main event, while Keil-
lor bantered with producers
and staff. He's always taken a
nonchalantapproach toall the
fuss, right down to his uniform
of a wrinkled suit jacket, dark
pants — possibly stained with
the remnants of breakfast —
and black shoes held together
by their laces.

In many ways, he is
approaching the party just
like any other show — includ-
ing the fact that, as of Wednes-

TOM WALLACE - twallace @ startribune com

During a 2010 broadcast from Rochester, Keillor did an
impromptu polka with guest singer Inga Swearingen.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE

‘PRAIRIE HOME’ ANNIVERSARY

Heres a sampling of the public events — only two of
which require tickets — at Macalester College this week-
end Daily activities include films, concerts, a jamboree

dayafternoon, hehadn'tgotten  stage (bring your instrument and jam with “APHC" per-
itinganymaterial.  formers), hula-hooping, juggling and games
“You don't want to do it too
far in advance,” said Keillor  FRIDAY

in that trademark voice that
suggests an oboe getting over
acold. “If you do, it’s hard to
get serious about it.”

But don't let his public per-
sona fool you. A work ethie
drives the 7l-year-old sto-
ryteller to spend roughly 16
weeks on the road, while also
producing books (“The Keil-
lor Reader™ is his latest, pub-
lished in May), running his
Common Goods bookstore
across the street from Macal-
ester and developing his first
play, expected to premiere in
late September.

“If there's any truth that
hard work will get you there,
Garrison is the poster boy,”
said guitarist Dakota Dave
Hull, a regular guest during
that first season and among

11 a.m.: Garrison Keillor and his troupe open a day of
public activities, including music by Adam Granger and
Pop Wagner, Dan Chouinard, Prudence Johnson, Philip
Brunelle, Maria Jette, Janis Hardy and Vern Sutton.

& p.m.: “40 Songs, 40 Years," a ticketed concert on the
Great Lawn ($25; 515 for ages 3-10).

SATURDAY

11 am.: Public activities, plus music by Butch Thompson,
Sam Bush, Dan Newton, Dakota Dave Hull Old Crow Medi-
cine Show and maore.

5 p.m.: Three-hour live broadcast (sold out).

SUNDAY

the 50-plus musical acts per-
forming this weekend.

‘Land of 10,000 Wobe;

If Keillor is being low-key,
the rest of the state is not.

Gov. Mark Dayton has
declared Sunday “A Prai-
rie Home Companion Day."
Nearly 40 communities, from
Ely to Luverne, are calling
themselves Lake Wobegon for
the weekend.

“There are many of us who
believe Minnesota is on the
national map because of the
personaofour state that Garri-
son Keillor created,” said Jane
Wildung Lanphere, executive
director of the Luverne Area
Chamber. “Minnesota Nice
ism’t just a saying. It is a badge
of henor we wear because of
the exposure of ‘Praitie Home
Companion.”

‘On Wednesday, Minneso-
ta’s US. senators, Al Franken
and Amy Klobuchar, secured
a Senate resolution honoring
the program. “The show is an
icon,” said Klobuchar, who
plans to attend Saturday’s
show. “It really represents a
simpler life and represents
the best in people, especially
as we're coming through this
flood season and seeing neigh-
bor helping neighbor”

Keillor remains unfazed
by all of the attention. He can
recall coming close to tears
only twice while on air: Dur-
ing a Guy Noir sketch that ref-
erenced the death of US. Sen.
Paul Wellstonetwo days earlier
and while performingasonghe
dedicated to his mother.

Perhaps he's saving up his
excitement for a 50th anniver-
sary bash?

“What an imagination you
have,” Keillor said. He has no

10 am.3 pam.: Public activities and performers including
Pat Donohue, Robin and Linda Wi Keillor), Peter
Ostroushko and Dean Magraw.

Noon: Community singalong with Keillor in Leonard Cen-
terfieldhouse.

2 p.m.: Participate in Lake Wobegon “Living Flag"
TRANSIT

Parking is limited. Metro Transit is providing free rides,
viaap www.

Ticks full

plans to retire, but
doubts he'll still be at the helm
a decade from now.

“It wouldn't be a good idea.
You can be a US. senator into
your 905 — and people have
— but it’s not a nice thing to
watchup close.”

Neal Justin » 612-673-7431
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