News
by Hlancestry

https://www.news papers.com/image/224748769

St. Cloud Times (Saint Cloud, Minnesota) - Sun, Jul 5, 2009 - Page 1

Downloaded on Aug 20, 2021

‘A PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION’: LIVE FROM AVON

LOCAL VOICES SHINE IN
KEILLOR BROADCAST

Times photo by Kimm Anderson, kanderson@stcloudtimes com

Andra Suchy and Garrison Keillor sing “Side by Side" on Saturday during the 35th anniversary Fourth of July show of “A Prairie Home
Companion” in Avon.

Avon.

“At five o'clock, they're all
going to find out about Avon,”
Keillor told the audience before
the show, preparing them for
the more than 4 million listen-
ers who would be tuning in. *1

By Adam Hammer, schammerg stelondiimes.com
VON — Garrison Keillor let the real voices of Lake Wobegon be heard Saturday during his
pecial 35th anniversary, Fourth of July broadcast of “A Prairie Home Companion” live from

just hope they don't all come at
once.”

An estimated 10,000 people
came from across the state and
beyond to the small Central
Minnesota town that welcomed

ONLINE

Find more photos at sctimes.com

the show — and the overflow of
traffic — with street musicians,

food (including Beebop-A-Ree-
bop Rhubarh Pie and Powder-
milk Biscuit-Strawberry Short-
cake from Fisher’s Club where

See KEILLOR, 5A »

10,000 fans swarm small city for show

By Jamie Hughes

36 years of “A Prairie Home
G L

AVON — Nearly 10,000 peo-
ple gathered Saturday in the two
city blocks that comprise Lake
Wobegon Park to celebrate 233
years of the United States and

Avon, a town of about 1,200
people, was the July Fourth
destination for Garrison Keillor
and “A Prairie Home Compan-
ion” fans everywhere.

But despite the town’s 833
percent population increase
for Independence Day, crowds
were tame and law enforcement
officials encountered few minor

ms.

“Traffic’s been our main con-

cern and considering the amount
of people, we did what we could
for this amount of people com-
ing into this size of a town,” Avon
Police Chief Corey Nellis said.

See AVON, 5A »
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Keillor

Keillor is a co-mmer] and art
vendors.

Compan-
ion” on July 6, 1974, In St
gl s

Keillors star-studded show
June 27 with Martin Sheen
and Steve Martin in Tangle-
wood, N.Y., was ariginally
scheduled 1o be the final per-

uns 3 decid-
ed not o leave well enough
abone and had a humble en-
core that was a homecoming
for the show,

Local flavor
Keillor dreamed up the
iden for his Saturday evening
variety show while mrhng
hm-!un KSJR,
51 John's lInhmm Colleg-
eville, and living in the Free-
port area, just a few miles
from Avon.

He maintains many of
his old acquaintances and
brought some of them on
stage for the show including
former owner of Charlie’s
Café in Freeport and retined
egiskator Bued Hesdgrrkan

Heidgerken suid during
the show that he might get
hack into palitics now that
The's sdd the restaurant.

“Somebody has to rep-
resent Lake Wobegon,” he
sl

The show also featured
stories from Clarence Fis-
chbach of Sauk Centre and
Ralph Laver of Albany, two
Warld War 11 veterans who

German well into their

The veterns drew stand-
ing ovations that went on
like rolling waves dlrnugh
the erowd of an estimated
10,000 peaple that covered

Mihn::ﬂmﬁ'llmwm
experiences during the war.

Saturday in Avon after hearing a por-

A couple dances ta “The Beer Barrel Polka” on Saturday dur-
ing the 35th anniversary Fourth of July ;h-n! “A Prairie

Home Companion™ in Avon,

Lake Wobegon Park and the
grass lot next to Lumber Cne
across the street.,

Although Keillor depicts
the fictional town of Lake

Wobsgon as being predomi-
Luthersn » i
el L ke Wb s

is predominantly German
“atholics.

Cathe
He invited the Rev. Steve
Binsfeld of Waite Park on
stuge to represent the Catho-
lics and the Rev. Steve Hilde
of Osakis to represent the
Lutherans.
Binsfeld's observation
ll!m'u “Generally,

h!md.mﬂy
O more so than .Td

Other loeal guests on the
show included the St Johns
Boys' Cholr featuring direc-
tor Brother Paul Richards.
who came out of retirement
todirect, and the Rev. Robert
Koopmann on piano; Avon
‘historian Jeanette Clancy;
the Lake Wobegon Brass
Band; Avon Mayor John
Grutsch; concertina player
Jerry Bierschbach of Mel-
ruse; and featured musician,
folk singer John McCutch-
eon who graduated from St
Johns.

“Tt was u nice acknowledg-
ment of the history of the

) show mddsznu. said Alan

Artner, & longtime listener of
t}mdmfmmﬂ.&uiwin

Tt preston oy s Aerion angerandizoudtimes som

‘An estimated 10,000 people crowded inte and around Lake Wobegon Park on Saturday.

He said he didn't think
Keillor's depictions of small-
town living shed a bad light

N on real small-town

“It's all in good fun.” said
Artner, who began listen-
ing to the show in the early
1980,

Artner and his wife, Lori
Stanton-Artner, used to live
in Michigan and said listen-
ing to the show there helped
them fiel comfortable.

“It was a little bit of home
away from home.” Ariner
sl

This was the first time Art-
ner and his wife had seen
show live

politics
Keillor said be didn't want
‘the broadeast to ficus an the
anniversary, Imltofocusun
the Fourth o

i pm wede-
brate the place “w
one knows who Kirby

ett waes and they all know the
rules of|

Although Keillor is a voeal
DFL supporter, he only let

his political stance show by
ang Minnesota
Terryl Clark and LS. Sen
Klobuchar as guests.
L]nli rcid the poem
ie” by John
Grrenlur\h'luum while
Klobuchar gave a report an
Fourth of July parades.

Klobuchar was in five pa-
rades during the weekend
and flew in from Ely for the
broadeast of "A Prairie Home
Companion”

“1 didkn't want to miss this”
she said. “I've been a fan of
his show for & long time”

She told stories in her seg-
ment with strange, small-
own flavor, like the synchm-
riged lawn chair team. She
also gave advice for politi-
cinns about who to distance
yourself from in parades.

“You mostly don't want
the naked men in barrels”
she said. “That actually hap-
pened to me”

Lake Wobegon
Parades were also the talk
dlm‘lsnr‘n’kmfnmllalw
Wobegon® segment where he
took a brief moment to reflect
on his show's anniversary
Since announcing the

show just three weeks g
Keillor has maintained that
e wsn't even going to do an
anniversary show. He dosn't
enjoy self-flatbery. he said.
Besides, he said, mubking it
this long was ultimately & big

m

“We were unable to do
what we were set out 1o do
and then we forgot what it
was we were supposed 1o be
doing” he said

“Tom Keith were both on that
first broadcast hetping Keil-
ot foeget whiat it was be wis

show horse on Satureda
After the show went off the
uir, the cars filed back to In-

terstate Highway 44 and the
Titthe town of Avon went back
cr where

mhnru:apl.l

middle of the
apm

“Its 0 nice tn be here close
1o Lake Wobegon,” Keillor
said, “Maybe next year we'll
nctually get to Lake Wobe
gon. For now, Avon is close
enough”

in drag at

By Jamie Hughes
ahesgbars o sttt com

but residents of t
don't seem to mind.

“As fur as he's portrayed
Lake and the area,

know, ulll!;?
vw it
funny

e area

mﬁ'ﬁ Keillor M‘@L

_1 Lake
Wu
lerdlhuwh?
Wate at waw sctimes com.
Results will be on tomarrow's
Opinion Page

about 40 years, but his moth-
him

Uung. said John Petters, a
‘Hlspl‘trnll s very

nnocent,

Petters suid he also thinks
the medium Keillor’s show is
presented in fits well.

“1 think it’s great to have a
show that you have 1o sit and
listen to in something that's
not a visual thing," he said.
“It's rare ... it’s the kind of
thing that (we) used to have

Jevion”

i

Keillor is another co-own-
er of the restaurant. Petters
saie he has known Kedllor for

co-awner of Fisher's Club in Toeyger

or, Rosemary,
" e £ai i s P

“A Prairie Home Companion”
and wouldn't miss a show in
!buﬂydlysAnﬂﬂ!m
likes Keillor as muich as
show, she said.

“1 think he's wonderful
and [ think most peaple re-

wvery much. “e h.hewhll
does and what

Bud Hnd;mh'n a fors
‘mer state representative and

Residents describe affinity for Keillor, show

school teacher and resident

of Freeport, said he owns  truyal of

many ﬁw cass e
listens to the show

qum- foequently. Hedfen!
taught his students about
Keillor.

“I0’s like Garrison i

i has the
tyto... te!lasmru Hnlukr
a modern-day will Rngrr:
pmh-hh the best at itin

our present society.”
Heidgerken said he thinks
mast residents of the area
shire his feelings about Keil-

“He's done a nice job and
hasn't made many encnes”
e said. “He's very respected
aroand here”

Heidgerken said a lot of
people in the area treat the
show like o can't-mmiss =i

mm%‘mmmmz
he part that a lot of people can't

wait to come on,” he said.
Edward Atkinson, owner

Freeport, said Keillors por-
‘the area is like hold-
inga mirror for Centrul Min-

nesota

“1 think it's almost . ith re-
ally like anybody looking imto
their own backyand” he said.
“Keillor has the gift to look
at peaple and pull out their
stereatypes ruther than just
talking to them. | think that's
what his gift i

Atkinson said the char-
acters aren’t much differ-
ent from those found across
the nation but Keillors gift
makes them come to life.

“I honestly think every |
neighborhood has the same |
characters but it's just the |
way he wrote about them,”

But, 10 those in Central |
Minnesota and those who
know him well, there isn't |
enuach mone o say about Keil-
bor and his show:

“1 think it all pretty much
been suid alrendy” Atkinson

of Ackie’s Pioneer Inn in  said.

FROM PAGE 1A

‘Avon

Traffic was backed up for
about two miles on Interstate
Highway 94 at one point be-
fore the show but cleared as
the shew began, Nellis said.
He said there were no traf-
aecidents.

“Traffie was e backed up
(that) people were driving

fie

Cathy Johnston of Min-
netonka said she and her
hushand expected the lange
crowd and took a different
| caurse of action.

“(We) parked ut Exit 156
and hopped down the (Lake
‘Wobegon Regional) trail”
she said.

The trail wasn't too busy,
Johnston said. She said she
saw about 20 grougs of hicy-
chists pass hcrw?‘u!: he was
p\ur\g her bike from her cas.

“It’s exaetly what | expect-
ed.” Johnston said. “When
we took off T said, ‘If we can't
see the stage we're not going

to stay, and | was pleasantly
rised”

Johnston said she left
home around 1:30 pm. and
rode into Lake Wobegon
Park arvund 3 pom., just in
time to get prime seats. She
said] although she didn't drve
directly into Avon, Johnston
was pleasced with the way Liw
enforcement directed ruffic.

“1 was impressed with all
the assistance getting people
in town,” she said. *It seems
like a small town made &
big effort to weleome every-
body”

Anders Persson, who lives
in Fergus Falls but is origi-
nally from Sweden, said he
arrived at the park around 4
pom. and didn't get a prime
seat but was able to hear ev-
ervthing.

But even though he wasn't
able to see much of Keillors
perfurmuance, Persson said he
enjoved the atmosphere

“1t's like a retirement
Woodstock,” he said. “1t's like
Woadstock without the drugs
... a folky Woudstock. Mid-
west Burlesque ot jts best™
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