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Sue Scott Garrison Keillor Tim Russell

‘Prairie Home Companion’ performers agree they have the

‘Best gig in the biz’

CONTRELTEO PHOTOS
From left, Fred Newman, Tim Russell, Sue Scott and Garrison Keillor perform in “A Prairie Home Companion.” The weekly.
radio show will broadcast live Saturday from Winona State University's McCown Gymnasium. ¥

Show to broadcast live Saturday from Winona
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City. She liked how Keillor included See PRAIRIE, page 2C
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PRAIRIE

From page 1C

“I don't know when he
sleeps.” "

She considers her job the
best gig in show business.

“People have found things
to like about the show. Even if
you didn’t grow up in a small
town, they romanticize about
it,” Scott said. “If they did,
they feel like they're coming
back home when they listen.”

Russell joined the show in
1994. He had been working in
radio and television for years,
honing his talent for creating
characters and impersonating
people.

“It's been great,” Russell
said. “T'hanks to his creativity,
it's always something differ-
ent.”

Russell started out doing
impressions of cartoon char-
acters to entertain his friends.
Now he’s working on perfect-
ing his Barack Obama imper-
sonation.

“Part of the job is being
totally observational,” Russell
said. “In these election years,
I'm watching debate after
debate.” _

Like Scott, Russell says it's
the best gig he could hope for.
He believes the key to the
show’s success is Keillor's

genius.
“We don't have many
things like this,” Russell said.

“There’s some universal thing
encompassed in the stories
that he tells.”

Contact Kdri Knutson at
kknutson@winona

datilynews.com or
(507) 453-3523.
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