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WHAT: Garrison
Keillor and "A
Prairie Home
Companion™ shows
WHEN: 7:45 p.m.
Friday, June 1; 4:45
p.m. Saturday, June 2
WHERE: Part of
Lanesboro Rhubarb
Festival, Lanesboro
Softball Field. Bring your
own lawn chair.
TICKETS: The Friday night
show is sold out, but some
tickets may be available for
the second show. Call (651)

FESTIVAL EVENTS

290-1221 or go to The festival opens Saturday with the singing of
www.ticketmasger.com the rhubarb national anthem and the throwing
LANESBORO RHUBARB FESTI- of the first stalk, followed by the Rhubarb
VAL: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday Olympics: -
in Sylvan Park Rhubarb stalk throw: See who throws the stalk the
longest distance.
Rhubarb golf: Use a stalk to drive a pingpong ball
INSIDE closest 0l 2

Rhubarb hoops: Make & free throw with a stalk
“Green Eggs and Rhubarb”: Balance an organic green
egg on a stalk and walk around an obstacle course
without dropping the egg.

Rhubarb toss: Throw stalks into the holes of a wood-
en beanbag catcher.

Other events:
Free tasting of rhubarb delights, such as pies,
crisps, cakes, jams, soups, drinks, chili, pickles and
pancakes with rhubarb syrup. Registration 8:30
a.m,, tasting 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Contests for the largest leaf and the heaviest stalk.

THE ASSOCUTED PRESS

Bacme Crafts: Bring your rhubarb jewelry, baskets, trays
and vases to win prizes.
Experience the frenzy as Rhubarb Rant Speakers Corner, where people

can pontificate on rhubarb.

Rhubarb juggling, including juggling with flam-
ing rhubarb.

Rhubarb poetry contest.

Rhubarb Sisters, singing parodies such as "What
Shall We Do With the Extra Rhubarb,” "Talkin ‘bout
Rhubarb” and “Red Rhubarb for a Blue Lady.”

Keillor and the cast and
crew of A Prairie Home
Companion” write,
rewrite and make last-
minute changes to the
script of a recent show
at St. Paul's Fitzgerald
Theater, E-2.

“Nothing gets the taste of shame and humiliation out
of your mouth like Bee-bop-aree-bop Rhubarb Pie.”
GARRISON KIILLOR, “A Prawse Home Companion”

4 ansocutto Petse
Garrison Keillor's “A Prairie Home
Companion” radio show will be
taped Friday from the Rhubarb
Festival in Lanesbora, Minn,

Garrison Keillor brings
‘Prairie Home Companion’
to Laneshoro’s annual
homage to rhubarb

By TERRY RINDFLEISCH
La Crosse Tribune

LANESBORO, Minn. — Lanesboro’s Rhubarb Festival
and *A Prairie Home Companion® are a match made in
rhubarb heaven.

Garrison Keillor, host of the popular National Public
Radio show, launches into a woeful tale in the middle of
and rhubarb is offered as a stress reliever
for just about any problem or ailment.

“Wouldn't this be a good time for a slice of rhubarb
pie?” Keillor says. “Nothing gets the taste of shame and
humiliation out of your mouth like Bee-bop-aree-bop
Rhubarb Pie”
Then the actors
tribute to the vegetal
“But one lintle thing can revive a guy, and that is
homemade rhubarb pie. Serve it up, nice and hot. Maybe
things aren't as bad as you thought. Mama's little baby
loves rhubarb, rhubarb. Bee-bop-aree-bop Rhubarb Pie.”
Keillor is bringing the “Prairic Home Companion® Rhubarb
Show to Lanesboro this year for the small town’s Rhubark
Festival. The radio show will be taped in a performance Friday,
June 1, at the Lanesboro Softball
Field, nestled between the bluffg
and the Root River
Nearly 1,300 tickets sold out
within two hours of going on
sale, so a second show was
added for 4:45 p.m. Saturday,
June 2. The second show, anon-
broadeast performance, will bé
staged shortly after the conclus
sion of the festival.

The shows will feature sound

izard Tom Keith and

| the band serve up a musical

by Richard Dworsky.
L Lanesboro festival folks have:
1ee urwsearens it poto  been after Keillor to bring his
Compete in the Rhubarb show to the Rhubarb Festival
Olympics, including the because they knew their festival
rhubarb stalk throw (above), was a perfect setting for the
rhubarb golf, rhubarb hoops  show and would be a boost to
and rhubarb toss. their event?

Last year, Nancy Martinson
and some Lanesboro residents wore shirts, spelling rhubarb on
the front and back, at “A Prairle Home Companion” show in
Rochester. They even sang the rhubarb pie song from the show;
and Keillor mentioned the festival, Martinson said.

“We couldn't ask for anything better with the show coming
to our festival,” Martinson said. “1 hope we're ready for all the
people. We never imagined something like this."

See RHUBARB, E-2
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o DABORAN MASTINGS
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| ST. PAUL, Minn. — During
| rehearsal, the boss

A VIEW FROM STAI

Cast, crew accustomed to rolling

| with Keillor’s last-minute revisions
| .

ongunee &

Soung he sudio ight on
4 brasdcast of A Praicie Wame Companson’ ot the Fitzgersid Mhaster i 8¢ Poul

Keiter and Prudence

duntdur  Actors Ties Russell

ing the April 1 dreas
rehearsal

hours before the April W performance.

sudience members. many of whom
v gray haic i

thrift shops because they have harder

hey
soles and make more naisc) and thiee.
he

OF "A PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION®

s raaeat G om
r-

metal knobs, a dead bolt lock, & rotary
dial telephone 1o get that old-fash

palms (o simulate footsieps on & Lake
¢ about migeaing talkative  Lutheran
@ e

gravel road).
For a ski
Canadageess,

produces ‘A Praire Home Companian *

‘Rehearsal: Round one

“Tom Keith.

“A lot of it off the top of their
heads.” Webster says, ‘and other

orifices” _ oy

Like most of the cast, helives neasby.

(Drummer Amie Kinselle, n wry and

Fridays performance wonit be
broadcast — it staged anly fo the pro-
‘gram's worshipful hometown audience.

who can most

sangoffthe top of s head — are work
out chord changes with the Guy's
Far Shoc Band.

 think | need an A, A, B, A" says

Keillor, who arives in jeans, @ black T-

about wheth
. notes. “Howdo | you're ight
Presley; and I'm wrong!” asks Kellor, Dworsky
e memo- hands him the score. “Oh, the sheet
msic,” Kellor drawls. That licte of T
the this an

hat. cymbals, commutes from New
Yorks Staten Island) “We all come here
every weekend o do a really fun joh"
Webster

At3:45 pm, Keillor ishaving second
thoughts. “'m going o scraich
“Teardrop,” he says.“Its gone”

He debates bandeader Dwarsky
er he's singing the right

know

The actors’ cal is for 4:30 pam., but
Seor is stuck in a trafic fan. Russell
and Keith in the green

run through other
and. tens with 3

i swatches. The dea b for the actors
0 snap them like accordions.
ereating the sound of lapping wings.

They look sily doing ii. Thats
Kellors point. It a sight gag for the

theater audience. The folks istening at
manol

home worit
For the next 30 minutes or 50, they

something. .

raway look. Hl
hardens Into o _perfectly shaped,
upside-down U This happens when
he's not crazy about the way his lines
are being
Keillor has writien his monologue.

s al

uth

one knaws where you'e going,

head.
T minules to shaw time; the house

E

in his tiny dressing room, Keillor
changes into a white shit and black
‘pants. Then he paces, fdling with the
knot of bis red te. which matches his
red socks and his red shoes — the uni-

. brushes
the lapels and takes a sip of water. Fe
srides across the hardwood floor to

ceter stage and tums to face the band.

oy, white spot please” he says to
unseen light technician. e ifs bis
arms and nods to Dworsky atthe pianc,
o plunks out he welHkown mtes

foom.
A5
thinking eardrop Try 1"
The band obiges. If he brings you
then | wish you both the

best” sings frequent musical guest

Keillor decides after a few bars.

pm, Keillor announces: T Kef
of restoring T

in ng.
“Oh, hear that old piano,” sings
illor, )

rests a ragged, half-sheet of paper. He
et e “Neaer My God i Thee”

— the sung

going down with the Titanic.
‘Metaphor ot musical selection?
The music therapist is staring
raight ahead like a man about 1 be

hanged
“The house lights dim.
In the dark, Dworsky begins to play.
Keillor takes a long breath “Ob. bear
old piano.."
‘The show begins.

Day s done
“Three hours later, Keillor sags with
exhaustion. He has shaken the hand of
cvery fan who sayed aer th how e
poses for | He sig hs.

The audence claps and whisiles.
“The naise grows thunderous.
‘Curtain up.

‘e show goes off with nary a hch,
but there were last-minute changes

or
never cared much about his sppear

His forehead Is 3 clff droppiag into
that hang like

Keillor i

erupting children. He rhymes diarrhea

with bad tortillas. Next verse: “Pools of

vormitin ey lap. Great big chinks. Of
ik

‘There's plenty of potty wlk on

3 ng
“Prairie Home Companion.” Much ado

about poop and boogers and the vark
ous vagaries of avancing age — incon-
tinence, for and s slippery
slide into There s constant
rork o the sound-clects g (Keidh

e frulence
Such pranks never fail 1 delight

again. Keillors monologue —
inchided the passiang of Holy Week, the
colors of snot, tornado siens, pic bak-
ing and a bird — ended abruptly. for
reasons ‘

“That un," Websier whispers inta
his headset. “He cut i short by five
minutes.”

And s Saturday s rsheasalsbegin

st

degree.” He directs these comments o
abortle oficedtea he swirls in his hand
. His red-timmed

question: How much of the show has
Keillor changed overnight!
Alot, It turns out. And b sillat i

only in Kelllors head.
And next week, he'll invite them
back.
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