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DRIFTING INTO THE MSU AUDITORIUM THIS WEEKEND ...

A longtime
‘Companion

FIGH COPLEY/KAT News Service

‘That voice has hlcndnd in du:ls ‘with the

sez KEILLOR | Page 5D

P | be gone
is he
Garrison Keillor's dulcet delivery — and his fictional home — | fornewcoress,
- v = here'sa uide to
provides soothing comfort to radio listeners everywhere e
qon:
Br Mie Hocres » L Srams Jos Kellor's
T 5 AT monologues.
he first time Lake Wobegon visited Lansing, no one knew what to expect. fmyshm;im
That was in 1981, when *A Prairie Home Companion” was an oddity — By
a public-radio variety show from Minnesota. One of its first road trips Lake Wobegon,
brought it to the Lansing Eastern High auditorium. my hometown.”
“I was just checking to see if there were any listeners out there,” recalled ;':’;3:’:& .
Garrison Keillor, who will do the show in East Lansing on Saturday. seems.
d plenty, it turned out. The auditoril ¥ Key busi-
gy epmeson o ONTHE AIR R
Still, this was a specialized following. When “lPﬂm Num Companion™ the Chatterbox
Keillor returned the next year, he went ina 108, Cafe,the
cnywded Lansing City Hall h (905); m Sidetrack Tap
lveromthe and Art's Bats
Bt expect hat t happea today, Kellr WSU Auorm. andNight
s a national celebrity, a man who pours out ORestMote,
movels and short stories and music tapes and violinist Andy Steinanda Swlshgrmp,iameﬁddlmﬂ Also, of course,
more. His show is an estimated 4 mil- RS ity
Honpeopls d weekonSE atiomand Amed. 'y chow ranon 54t DA el veits e Good Grocery.
1989,
“Tjust have to wear different no
TS it e Pumty “Pakic ome Companr” format 1987 all dive Fords,
shoes,black sunglasses sequined suts” bought from
Hewas tongue-in-cheek, as he wur]d 's greatest singers, including opera’s Re- Clarenceat
often does. Keillor, 63, is a unique sort, hard to ‘ming and gospel's ]sziy'n Steele, a Keil- Bunsen Motors;
disguise. for avorite who willbe o Saturday’s show. the Catholics
. He stands 6-foot-3, with a face that seems “I'm a struggling img:r"l(elllm said. “T'm an alldrive Chevys
eternally dialed o sad. He has a soothing, bari- Engiunmz.umg-xl cky” from Florianat
{one voice,th sort envied by hypnotistsmorti-  This English major ha had a uge effecton Krebsbach
cians or air-traffic contro Cheolet
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Keillor: Prairie Home’ voice made his Lansing debut 24 years ago

Cowmisuien Fuon 1D lust passing through
music tastes. k:rhm'm‘saus?uﬁm “In
“Prairie Home Companion” o Wabegon,”in whic
s put a fresh focus on folk mu- Kelllor describes:
sic. said local folk expert Bob “Wially of the Sidetrack Tap, where old
Blackman. “And it goes way be-  mensitand gradually come ta love their
yond that. Dixieland, opera, jazz el through gradual self medication.
—alot of different genres have “Mwas Wally's pontoon boat, the
been affected.” 5 .ﬂgnsD.uwhchlhe!?Lllheriﬂ
So have indivi That in 2 twilight enise and
cludes people who h;veheen weenie roast. _ The Agnes D_pitched to

regulars on the show — Pat Do-
nahue, Butch Thompson (com-
ing to the Wharton Center on

starboard. They were plunged into five
feet of water and stoed quietly, heads
uplifted, and waited for helpto arrive.”

family. He graduated from the
University of Minnesota,
married, had a son and began
writing free-lance fiction and
nonfiction. Since money was
tight, they lived in a farm house
near N’ew Munich, a town of 314
people.

People rarely spoke to him,
Keiller said. “I was an outsider.
They were German people, and
they had had problems with
outsiders”

Still, they played an important
part: They would be one impe-

Dec. 3), Peter O:
frequent guests.

“It's hadahng\: effect ona ot
of careers,” Blackman said. "Lock
at (folk singers) Robin and Linda
Williams, for instance.”

Keillor's approval can boost a
person — or maybe a building.

Samurday’s show will be live
from the oft-disparaged MSU
Auditorium. The building is be-
ing renovated and will play a key

trigued by the history of the
building," said Michael Brand,
who is exceutive director of the
‘Wharton Center and supervises
other auditoriums. “He was in-
trigued by the idea of re-invigo-
rating an old building like this”
The auditorium's deep wood
design reflects its 1940 birth. For
this man and show, it's ideal.

tus — wildly — for
the mythical Lake Wobegon.

‘When his writing career
sagged, Keillor took a morning
job w\th Minncsota Public Ra-
dio in 1969, He continued writ-
ing for magazines and visited
the Grand O Opry.

That's when he decided 1o
iry a northern variation on the
“A Prairie Home Compan-
the same name as his

ion”

Keillor pretended the show
was from the town of Lake
cgon, & mythical place sort
nfhloeNcw Munich and other
spots in Stearns County. When
he revisited the real places five
years ago, one thing struck him:

“It was the fact that people
kmow so much about other people
and still are able to live in a civil
wary with each other,” he said.

This s not what others are
accustomed to, “The people in
the suburbs have often chosen
toignore each other. (In small
towns,) you see people much
toa clearly™

That became the root for “Prai-
rie Home Companion.” It had:

» The weekly news from Lake
Wobegon. ] write that an Sat-
urd.ay: said Keillor, whe often
impravises during the
shuw.m"l 1::::&:;?‘@; down™

* Notes from people in the au-
dience. “1 don't select them; 1
don't even see them until 1 read

ing from commercials to full
sketches involving such charac-
ters as Guy Noir, Private Eye.

‘Those last two have re-adjust-
ed over the years, Keillor said.
“The show has tilted a little
more in a humor direction.”

In the early days, the musi-
«cians had to step into the sketch-
s, These days, he has profes-
sional actors, writers and sound-
effects people; on the road,

Fred Newman is his one-person
sound shop.

Yes, that's the same Newman
who hosted the “Mickey Mouse
Club,” back in its days of Britney

Spears, Keri Russell and Justin
Timberlake.

“He is amazing” Keillor said.
“The sounds that come out of
him are astonishing — horns, fax
machines, coffee pots, anything =

‘With people like thar, Keillor
said, the show is easy o take
on the road. “I just walk along
like the average 7-year-old. Peo-
ple take my hand and show me
whatto do.”

Well, like the average world-
famous F-year-old, anyway,
These days, Keillor would be
recognized in any elevator, with
or without a sequined suit.

role in the next few months; first Keillor was bornin1942 and  radio show — debuted on July them on the air." v 5

laSalu.rda)'s]ivemd:ushuw Erew npinm:n-tiny Anoka, 6, 1974, with 12 peaple in the the- » Musie. g Y
“Garrison Keillor was veryin-  Minn., in a quict, Protestant ater audience. ¥ Prepared comedy bits, rang- S { : 7 5, 5
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