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DES MOINES (AP) — One
might wonder if Garrison
Keillor wasn't at the lowa
State Fair Sunday to collect
some ideas for his national
radio show.

The host of “The Prairie
Home Companion” sampled a
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pork chop on a stick, hitched
a ride on a golf cart, signed
autographs and found time to
judge some 4-H projects.

“All fiction comes from a
little bit of reality, otherwise
it would have no relevance,”
Keillor said. “The fun is in
innovation — take something
real like this fair, and make
it something larger than life.”

Keillor's St. Paul-based
public radio show was taped
at the fair Sunday for broad-
cast at a later date.

Keillor spoke with many
fans about small towns and
their many characters and
found a thread of commonali-
ty with everyone he met.

He said the pork chop on a
stick gave him a chance to
eat with his fingers, some-
thing his mother never would
have allowed. As for the fair,
he said it was the best he's
ever attended.

“This fair is such a classic
fair, where others tend to be
mm'e“ilé‘ke amusement parks,”

Keillor visits tate fair
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recently awarded first prize
for her Historical Family Her-
itage 4-H project — one of the
entries judged by Keillor.

“It was great to talk to
him,” said Kethleen Heise, of
Denver, Iowa. “Anneka really
enjoyed it.”

This was the first year a
celebrity judge critiqued the
projects.

Keillor spoke with the

mixing Heises about the

of recording one’s ancestry.
“There’s so many people
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