News

by Hlancestry
https://www.news papers.com/image/151923937

Reno Gazette-Journal (Reno, Nevada) - Thu, Mar 3, 2005 - Page 25

Downloaded on Jun 30, 2021

BY MERRIE LEININGER ::%&Z¢
MLEINING] .COM 't
s other much.
arrison Keillor talks Keillor
about a time and place reaches his lictle
with such fondness, it and
makes you nostalgic even if civics
you've never been there. As with great
always, on Tuesday nightatthe  humor. You
University of Nevada, Reno's could see that
Nightingale Concert he the moment he
spoke of an America filled on stage,
noble people who love their tux, red tie
country and stand together, shoes. Later, when he sat and

REVIEW

Keillor: Students should ‘revolt against us’

crossed his legs, you could
glimpse bright red socks. He
opened with a sort of cowboy
song filled with whoops and
ips and references to Reno.
“] wear a suit with not a speck
of manure. | sit ar a desk and
write liter-at-ture,” he sang.
Listening to his sonorous
e e
g io "
never pictured him as an
expressive man, but he
punctuated his stories of the

solid Lutherans of Lake
Wobegon with smirks, grins
and expansive hand gestures.
His visit was part of the
seventh year of the Forum for
Excellence — a fund-raiser for
the College of Liberal Arts, and
Keillor focused often on
education. When an audience
member asked about Keillor's
advice to students, he suggested
they “revolr against us for their

see KEILLOR O~ 4E
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Keillor/He
sang songs

From 1E
own e

“My advice is simple: [
recommend they go out and get
agood education and not the
one offered to them necessarily,”
Keillor said. “We've cut a lot of
corners. We ha\i'e shorlt -
our young people in a lot
ways. We offered them practical
skiE and don't offer them a
good education.”

In Tesponse to another
question, he said he feelsa
responsnblhty to pass on his
experiences. However, he said,
there comes a time when your
audience’s eyes glaze over and
they start to look at their

watches, “then it’s time to bring

in vulgarity. And nudity.”

The things that make Keillor
so distinctive are his way with
words and that particular
cadence that is the vocal

uivalent of someone at the
e‘l'ueel slowing down and
speeding up with no apparent
consideration for the traffic
signs.

He h:s;r notesland at A

e quier yandalow y

ike he mlghtﬁ trying to think

of what to say next. But after
more than one and one-half
hours, I realized all the tangents
— about the harsh winters of his
childhood, when feral cocker
spaniels roamed and Florian and
Myrtle lﬁrebzkbach, ﬁg}n‘amed d?ﬂ
years and picking fights wi
each other for amusement —
are well planned and cohesive.

The concert was bookended
with song. First, Keillor was
choirmaster as he led the crowd
in “America the Beautiful.” It
was a moment that made us feel
we aren't that removed from an
America that once was. The last
so(t;glﬁ ahymn Keillor said hc

ed in honor of his “crazy”
Aunt Eva.
“You're

kmw&m%m "Youcmld

[. almost be Lutheran.”
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