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Keillor’s ‘Prairie’: Smooth, but too
By Clarence Fanto
Berkshire Eagle Staf! m in action, but the “Existential Bass
LENOX — Garrison Keillor's 3
pre-July 4th broadeasts of “A : an Larry Wolfe and three of his
Prairic Home Companion” live Tanglewood in particular, although Tanglewood Music Center stu-
from Tanglewood, now in their his researchers failed him during 3
fifth year, have always managed to  reference to the vintage baseball particularly in their arrangement
e Mg e THE st © R Bowoy % & Tandli
h i i im
combined with irreverence and Pittsfield native. He also presented and country fiddle, offered some
brilliant dissection of contempo- skits that included an i i
rary foibles. 5 Nathanicl Hawthorne's “The Scar-  But the discovery of the evening
So it was this past Saturday night let Letter” (the 200th anniversary was i '
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under picture-postcard skies before  of Hawthorne's birth was yester- Inga Swearingen, merits a and rhubarb, the mira-
a capacity Shed audience and siz- day; the little red cottage where he  major career based on her versions cle of a successful marriage (Keil-
able lawn crowd, as Keillor vowed  lived and wrote “The House of the  of “Heart and Soul,” “A Time for lor’s parents) and the triumph of
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to put aside political divisiveness “at’ Seven Gables™ in 1851 is on the Love” and “The Saddest Noise” —

g

least for the weekend” in favor of Tanglewood grounds). heartfelt interprctations  that

the qualities that unite Americans  And politics emerged, however, brought her well-deserved ovations. ~ Wrapping up with an audience
on Independence Day. But he bricfly, during essayist and poet  There were some misfires, in- sing-along (“America the Beau-
couldn't resist noting, to prolonged Calvin Trillin’s bitter, envelope- cluding a prolonged episode of tiful” and “My Country Tis of
cheers, that things are going well for  pushing and hilarious poetic send- “Guy Noir, Private Eye” that Thee), Keillor struck just the right

the White House, the economy is up of the Bush administration, became impossibly muddled (per-
improving and President Bush “is with his most stinging venom haps Mr. Noir needs a sabbatical).
the star of a hit movie — it couldn’t reserved for George Bush's  Sound-effects master Fred New-
be better.” Prowling the stage in his “Nanny Dick” Cheney, who cocks man created an entire audio world
trademark tux combined with hi i - e
bright red sneakers, Keillor's 3
unique combination of literate bril-
liance and spontaneity was replete
with local references, much to the
delight of the crowd.

Typically, Keillor delivered trib-
ute after tribute to the beauties of
the Berkshires in general and
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