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By Rob Thomas
The Capital Times

a ping pong
of Jell-O, he calls on Tom Keith.
A St. Paul native, Keith has been working with
Keillor, host nfpub[u' radio’s “A Prairie Home

es and vocal sound effects, but he's best known for
using an array of props, including coconul shells, a
box of cornstarch and a pair of wingtips purchased at
the Salvation Army, to make his sounds,

Keith usually performs just on the episodes recorded

Garrison Keillor's effects wizard will work magic at Madison show

"f Garrison Keillor needs the sound of breaking glass,
mateh or a pig belly-flopping into a vat

Companion,” since the two were together ai Minnesota
Public Radio in the mid-1970s. He does character voic-
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at St. Paul’s Fitzgerald Theater and leaves the road
shows to fellow sound affects maestro Fred Newman.
But he'll make the trip down to the Oscar Mayer
Theatre at 5 p.m. Saturday to participate in the taping
aof this week's episode. The show — which will be broad-
cast live from 5 to 7 p.m. Saturday by Wisconsin
Public Radio on WERN/FM 88.7 — is sold out.

The Capital Times recently spoke via telephone with
Keith:

How did you amass your collection of props?

It's over a period of time. [ really accumulated a lot
when Garrison was doing his shows out of New York. He
quit for a while and then was doing his shows in New
'iurl: and then he came back and was writing a lot of

that required prop sounds. That's my main interest,
produeing the sounds using props, where Fred

Newman likes to do it vocally.
‘What has drawn you to doing props?
1f I can make a sound with a prop, I'd
rather do that than vocally. lt‘usuge
show, so it's more visual that way. With

been handed down since the Golden
‘Age of Radio, or did you discover
them on your own?
Some you have to, because they don't
m.he&wpmpemynwml?ormmple.
‘wood they used to use
pauﬂnmmmdmspberwuuu
made of balsa wood. They don't make
those, but I came across egg cartons,

So I asked people to save theirs and
started collecting them.

‘They stopped making those out of
Styrofoam and went back to

and then I discovered Hefty plmlc plates,
the one with the compartments in
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Lake Wobegon storyteller Garrison Keillor s the heart of “A Prairle Home Companion.”

s S —

I'm always for
This isn't my full-
time job, 80 I'm more apt o

stumble onto or

How did you get into

New York City and hear it, you
think that"s the way rural Min-
nesota really is. And the people
‘who actually lve in rural Min-

nesota get the joke in a differ-

ent way,

E-mail: rthomasg@madison. com
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