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Kelllor puts hlS

on new opera

By MATT PEIKEN
Knight Ridder Newspapers
newspapers lie unopened in the parlor of Garrison Keil-
lor’s home in St. Paul. Keillor kneads the lids of his
droopy eyes as he talks about the latest deadline he has bro-
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The feeling is as familiar to him as his own voice. At the
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same time, even with a quarter-century of novels, mono- |
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at a concert-length opera.
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time is when to abandon ship,” he says. “Young writers suffer
over lost causes much more than old guys like me. You just go
to bed at night, wake up the next morning and see the light,
and you don’t look back.”

For Keillor, that light was the glow of a computer screen.
His new starting point was the image of a man and woman
flirting over the Internet, and he liked the idea of how this
would look onstage. In Keillor’s opera, Mrs. Olson meets a
man online, agonizes over the prospect of a face-to-face en-
counter, then takes the plunge — with a waterfall of conse-

quences.
Keillor came to the idea through his own dips into America
Online’s chat rooms.
“Tve hung around in the fringes and watched people,” Keil-
lor says. “The political chat rooms are kind of boring, but the

ones that purport to be romantic are really interesting. Given
anonymity, people will say and do all sorts of things and in-
dulambdwvmtheypohablymldn’tbeqmtembold
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with all sorts of pop culture terrain. In one of his latest drafts
to the libretto, there’s a pizza commercial to the tune of “0

Sole Mio.” Keillor gooses Oprah Winfrey and Richard Gere  Ple,

and scripts the chamber orchestra into its first stab at hip-
hop.
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And make a beautiful chicken ragout -

And go to all the soccer games
‘The rhymes grow more outlandish. In other tunes, Keillor
E‘E‘- l“!';ﬁif;h:li" » “libidos” with “Speedos” and

One typical stanza:

There's no such thing as euphoria

In Sioux Falls, Duluth or Peoria

Love’s not passionate or torrid

In East Grand Forks or

“I enjoy that sort of Cole Porter-ish patter song,” Keillor
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T've told stories about before.” A
For the first time, he's written a performance piece without
Mwaam&mmm ‘enor-

mously
“I was going to narrate, but I figured having this tall, lethar-
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Mldﬂwh&m he says. “The

See KEILLOR, Page 16

WVIA public radio
(89.9 AM) ‘will broad-
cast “Mr. & Mrs.
Olson,” Garrison
Keillor’s first foray
into opera, sometime
in July, probably in
the regular Saturday-
afternoon opera slot.
Further details will be
announced.
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