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GARRISON KEILLOR

Wobegon daz

Garrison Keillor
casts his spell

he first show sold out in six
days. The second show in
two and a half, Tickets
never even went on sale to
the general public.
We're not talking about Janet
the Backstreet

Jackson or

We're talking about “A Prairie
Home C .” The public ra-
dio show broadcasts from the
Hawaii Theatre tomorrow

The radio variety lhwnilﬂlum
Garrison Keillor as host to musical
guests, dramatic serials, commer-
clals and the news from Lake
Wobegon, a small Minnesota com-
munity he created.

& 2 The show was first broadcast in
By Stephanie Kendrick sy 174 el s
1987, but was back two years later
SKENDRICKBSTARBULLETINGOM i1y The American Radio Com-
pany of the Air. In October of 1992,
the show moved back to St. Paul
from New York City and reclaimed
the name “A Prairie Home Compan-
ion.” It's been a fund-raising champ
on public radio stations nation-
wide ever since.

Hawaii ticket sales were re-
stricted to members of Hawaii Pub-
lic Radio, who leaped at the chance
to see the show live for the first time in 15 years.

The fervor is slightly masochistic.

Keillor has long held that people who live in cold climates are inherently
smarter than those who do not. He'll even go so far as to say “hot weather
makes a person stupid.”

So does this guy even like Hawaii?

“Iloved it every time | went,” said Keillor. Though he concedes it is a for-
eign place to the denizens of Minnesota he refers to as “my people.”

Please see Keillor, Page 21
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GARRISON KEILLOR

KEILLOR:
Returns to isles
to weave his
special magic

Continued From Page 20

“We're not born to live in par-
adise, but I hope that we're
born to appreciate it and to
take as much pleasure from it
as we possibly can.

en we leave Minnesota in
January and go to Oahu, | think
we're under some obligation to
let our spirits lift and to be
buoyant. And if we can't do that
then something is wrong some-
where in our makeup.”

For Keillor, the Honolulu

Prairie Home
Companion

When and where: On the air 6
to 8 p.m. on KHPR 88.1 FM
tomorrow, repeating Sunday on
g() 89.3 FM and KIFO 1380

Note: A performance at 7:30
p.m. Saturday at Hawaii
Theatre is sold out

show is about the music.

“The show we will do there,
you see, is really to get Hawai-
ian music, Hawailan arts, on the

/" radio.'And ship it back to the

48," he said.

Slack-key guitar masters Led-
ward Kaapana and George
Kahumoku Jr. were the first two
artists tapped to appear on the
show. “They sing in a style that
melts the heart of someone
from Minnesota," said Keillor.
“They have very lyric, beautiful
tenor voices that break easily
into falsetto.”

The Leo Nahenahe Singers
quartet, with Noelani Mahoe,
Lynette Paglinawan, Ethelynne
Teves and Mona Teves, has
been added to the lineup.

Keillor has the final say on all
musicians signed for the show.
*“I go into a little room and listen
to tapes or CDs of them and |
kind of know instantly who |
want,” he said. His Minnesota
audience is at the top of his
mind when making those deci-
sions.

Keillor doesn't read much
into two sold-out shows when
asked why he thinks “A Prairie
Home Companion” is popular in
a place so far from Lake Woebe-
gon. (“If you do the show in a
small enough theater, you'll be
able to claim to be sold out.”)
But chocks up whatever inter-
est there is to a combination of

daughter Maya Grace.

“My daughter adores swim-
ming, so | think she'll need to
swim twice a day,” he said.

“Ilike to go out to dinner with
my wife. The last time we were
in Hawaii we had dinner almost
every night at a restaurant sit-
ting outdoors, with candle light

and these balmy breezes com-
ing in off the sea and eating
wonderful fish and fruit and
vegetables,” said Keillor.
“What's not to like?"

In addition to “A Prairie
Home Companion,” Keillor
hosts a daily 5-minute radio
program, “The Writer's Al-

manac,” and has published 13
books, that latest being “Lake
Waobegon Summer 1956."

More than 500 public radio
stations nationwide broadcast
the show, which boasts more
than 3 million listeners a week,
according to prairiehome.org.

curiosity and nostalgic Mid-
western

ers.

And how are prairie expatri-
ates in Hawaii regarded back in
the Frozen North?

“We assume that they have
health problems, that's why
they're there. They re consump-
tive," he said. Quarter is also
given for ill spouses or minis-
ters called to a Hawaii church.

“When | say that hot weather
makes a person stupid, that it's
winter that keeps us from being
trashy, 1 am enunciating a
deeply held belief of Northern
people that they would not dare
express themselves,” he said.

Keillor also sees himself as a
hooster for the north, ;

“I, of course, have to stand up
for the part of the country |
come from,” he said. “We've un-
dergone a hundred years of
subtle propaganda on behalf of
the Sun Belt in California and
all. And most of the propaganda
really originated with real es-
tate promoters wanting to sell
chunks of the desert.

“The propaganda for the Sun
Belt is really rather similar to
the propaganda that was sent
over to Scandinavia and Ger-
many and Ireland. Propaganda
about America and how you
could come here and within a
few years you'd be rich,” he
said.

*“We have to stand up for our-
selves and for our culture.
There is a northern culture.
Southern culture has had all of
the attention and the romance
and mythology attached to it.
Soit's my obligation to stand up
for the north.”

Keillor, who writes the entire
show, will be working while in
Hawaii, but plans to fit in some
rest and relaxation during a
two-week stay.

“We can lounge and look out
across the water; put on our
dark glasses and put on shirts
that we would not wear in St.
Paul,” he said.

Keillor will be joined by his
wife, Jenny, and 4-year-old
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