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By Mlnon Bass

and all the children are above average

Audlcncc reaction to ‘A Prairie Home Companion’

As a person who has been in the

ences during the course of my pro-
fessional career, 1 have some

clusions about them, mmeofwhldl 3

you mzyayeemthmdsomc
which be considered elitist.
First of all, T have learned that
audiences are not to be trusted:

Their reaction to the pleasure,

base decisions on their judgments.
“Bur the audience loved it” is.onc
of the lamest excuses ever

possible inability to “get it,” that
they respond wildly and enthusias-
tically to anything that might be
considered amusing or beyond the
ordinary. 1 luve sat rhrough the
decades when the standing ova-
tion turned from a tribute into an
inané right. I have seen performers
brought back for bow after bow
when the curtain should have fall-
cn on their heads immediately.

There is a legend about a young
tenor’s first ce at the
Milan Opera House. At the end of
his first solo the audience yelled
and clapped so loudly that he was
forced to smg it agax This hap-
pened three times in a row until
finally the young man held up his
hand and announnced that he did-
n’t have the strength to do it again.

“You will keep on doing it,” the
audience responded, “untl you
get it right.”

The andience at Tanglewood on
some nights is especially tght. Tt
has become custom since the turn
of the century for concert audien-
ces to be quiet between move-
ments of a symphony, but nowa-
days there are always a few who arc
cither new to the game or are so
overcome that they have to re-
spond by instant applause. This is
picked up by a few other nervous
concertgoers but once they realize
that the majority are sitting silent-
ly, they make believe they were
swatting mosquitoes and sink back
in their chairs.

Which brings me to Garrison
Keillor, who recently presented his
radio show, “A Praine Home Com-
panion,” from the Shed at Tangle-
wood. The event sold out almost
i diately after being ed
and according to the reviews, the
audience loved every minute of the
multi-houred program.

I have had a problem with Gar-

rison Keillor during the past quar-
ter century. His radio show receiv-
ed cult status almost immediately
when it started 25 years ago. It was
so different from the commercial
radio shows that it provided an op-
portunity for culture snobs to em-
brace a public medium and make it
their own. There are still people
who make a big deal out of not
watching commercial television or
listening to commercial radio

shows. I will not spell out details
of what they are missing.

As a wannabe culture maven, I
wanted to like “A Prairic Home
Companion” and listened to it
faithfully every Sawrday night I
was not out getting drunk at some
cheap bar. I listened and I listened
and 7 listened, and I was mostly
bored, bored, bored. There were
some funny moments, there were
some good musical interludes,
there were some clever sketches
and monologues. But they were so
far apart that I would get down on
the floor and do pushups to ex-
haust my body as well as my mind.

The big giveaway from audicnc-
es are the nervous titters that are
perpetually there during what is
supposed to be a comic perfor-
mance. The people are so ready to
laugh and applaud that they some-
times go nuts during the announ-
cement of a station break. The
reaction to a joke that is really fun-
ny can be frightening because so
much tension is being released at a
nuclear cadence. This is also true
of the Mark Russell political dia-
tribe on Public Television.

The most obvious tension point

Camp Care Packages

(als great for
travel,
birthdays, etc.)

on Keillor’s show occurs when he
does his monologue, “The News
From Lake Wobegon,” which
goes on and on and on until you
have the vague feeling that it
might never stop. Most of the
ideas and words have neither luster
nor brilliance and you wonder why
the man can’t sense what is hap
pening.

But listen to the audience rather
than Kcillor, and it becomes a
game that occupies the mind. The
titters and giggles that break out
like a light summer rain are per

petual and it’s a wonder some of

the people don’t have nervous
breakdowns before the ordeal is
ovcer.

I have found Keillor’s books to
be much more rewarding than his
radio shows, but maybe that is be-
causc it is casy to drift off in your
own ruminations while reading
them. In any case, I wish him well
in his chosen career.

THE BERKSHIRE’S
FINEST AND
FRIENDLIEST PUB.
Serving pub fare from soups,
salads and sandwiches to

delicious desserts.
Come try our selection of
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