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New York Times

Garrison Keillor brings Lake
Wobegon to Sun City West.

Dip a toe
in Lake Wo

By Kyle Lawson
The Arizona Republic

The folks in Lake Wobegon
aren't ones for getting in a
twit.

Sure, they're sorry for
I | Elian Gonzales, but it's be-
yond them why someone
t | doesn't use a little common
sense in that over-hyped fra-
cas. Same goes for the presi-
dent’s sexual peccadilloes.
Who can argue that the guy
didn’t behave like a goober?
Point is, what else did you
expect’' from a Southern poli- +
s | tician?

So reports Garrison Keil-
lor, who for nearly 25 years
has been letting us in on Lake
Wobegon’s state of mind.

On Saturday, he brings his
|t | radio show, A Prairie Home

T

See KEILLOR | Page E7

—‘—

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. News:

Lemm



News

by Hlancestry
https://www.news papers.com/image/124486718

Arizona Republic (Phoenix, Arizona) -+ Sun, Apr 30, 2000 -+ Page 81

Downloaded on Jun 14, 2021

© THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

A&E

SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2000 E7

KEILLOR | Sharing the wisdom of Lake-Wobego—n

From P FI

Companion, to the stage of
the Sundome Center for the
Performing Arts. But before
he heads West, he's enjoying
a little time in the big city,
exposing himself to the temp-
tations of New York.

‘We catch up with Keillor in
his hotel room, where the
sounds of clinking cutlery
indicate a Lake Wobegon boy
can never be too folksy or
enjoy room service,

QUESTION: Exposing your-
self to New York? That some-
thing we should explore
further?

ANSWER: I'robably not. My
wife is with me. She keeps a
firm hand on any exposing
that I do.

Q: Pardon us for stereotyp-
ing, but you don't seem to be
the Big Apple type

A: Oh, 1 am. 1 grew up
dreaming about the place. All
those radio and TV shows and
movies about Manhattan. The
city is nothing but romantic
to me. New York needs peo-
ple from the Midwest. People
who live in New York don't
appreciate what they have.
They barely see it.

@: Thinking of a move?

A: Oh, heavens, no. [ al-
ways look forward to getting
back to Lake Wobegon. The
clock is slower there, the
calendar doesn't turn over as
fast. There's time lo appre-
ciate the joys of life.

Q: Yeah, well, CNN reaches
even Lake Wobegon

A: Yes, but, do we watch it?

Q@ Sure you do. Tell us the
thinking on Elian Gonzalez.

A: That it's a small story
that's become a huge story
for no good reason. For those
of us in Lake Wobegon, it's o
fairly simple principle. You
don't take a child away from
his father for political rea-
sons. You only do it if the
father has been shown to be
shusive.

Q: But it is politicized

A: The whole thing is such
an act of hypocrisy. The prin-
ciple is very well understood
by the people on the Right,
except in this instance, where
they think there's a political
advantage to be had. Repub-
licans don't seem fo realize
the terrible contradictions be-
tween their stand on the fam-
ily in general and their
position in the Gonzales case.

Q: It must have been easier
to draw a distinction over

President Clinton's behavior,
A: Lake Wobegon is fairly
conservative politically, but
we also are fairly realistic
about human nature. People
have been doing that sort of
thing since the beginning of
time. [ can't
say that many
of my neigh-
bors ap-
proved of the
president's
behavior but,
in Lal
gon, there's a
sense of when

enough is
Linda enough  and
Ronstadt the  media

coverage of
that went way too [ar,

Q: Moving from Lake Wo-
begon to you, the Washington
Post recently compared you
to Mark Twain

A: 1 think Twain is a good
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deal darker — and 10 times
the writer. At his best, he's
utterly amazing. The first
half of Huckleberry Finn and
parts of Innocents Abroad
and Life on the Mississippt
are the finest things anybody
ever wrote in English.

@ Has the movement to
ban Huckleberry Finn from
library shelves reached Lake
Wobegon?

A: 1 think we're a little
smarter than that. We under-
stand that things were differ-
ent in the past and that just
reading about them doesn't
mean we're going to go out
and do something racist

@ Was Huck a childhood
hero?

A: Not really. | guess my
big hero was Charles Lind-
bergh. He not only did a
heroic deed, he wrote a really
fine book about it, The Spirit
of 8. Louis. He didn't use a
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‘A VERY FUNNY MOVIE!"
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If you go
‘A PRAIRIE HOME
COMPANION'

WHAT:Garrison Keillor
broadcasts his radio show, with
Linda Ronstadt as guest artist.

WHERE: Sundome Center for
the Performing Arts, 19403 R.H.
Johnson Blvd., Sun City West.

WHEN: 2:45 p.m. Saturday.

ADMISSION: §9 to §29, (623)
975-1900.
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ghostwriter, either. That still
Impresses me.

Q: We seem 1o have fewer
herves day.

A: We have celebrities. The
media creates them by the
vard and most of us wouldn't
know them if we were stand
ing next to them. They're not
stars in the way Frank Si

natra was a star. In his day,
nine out of 10 Americans
recognized Sinatra’s face or
his voice. You take even a hit
TV show. The percentage of
people who watch is very
small compared to the total
population. There's a lot of
places where Ally McBeal
could go in this country and
never get a second look.

Q@ You still haven't an-
swered our question about
]

As you get older, your
definition of “hero” changes.
A prenty face or the ability 10
hit a home run isn’t as impor.
tant as honesty and fidelity. 1f
you number people with
those qualities among vour

friends, you're a very lucky
person

Reach the reporter at (602)
444-8947 or

Kyle.Lawson® ArizonaRepublic.com.

DON'T MISS THE BEST REVIEWED
MOVIE OF THE YEAR!

“IRRESISTIBLE! ENGROSSING
= FROM FIRST FRAME

T LAST"
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