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Seward native participates
in Garrison Keillor skit

BY LISA BENNETT
For the Lincoin Journal Star

SEWARD — Among the traits
Suzanne Ohlmann attributes to her
Midwestern upbringing are small-
town sensibility, pragmatism and
hardiness.

“I just would never trade being
hardy,” the 23-year-old said, “for be-
ing a big-city wimp.”

Add to that list a good sense of
endurance, challenged on a recent
Saturday when the Seward native
performed on Garrison Keillor's “A

M Seward

and performer overheard his nan-
ny’s singing skills while she was ser-
his 2-year-old daughter in
the bathtub.

“Bathrooms are always a great
place to sing,” Ohlmann said. “With-
out my realizln; it, that's where they
first heard me.

Weeks passed after he invited her
on the show. In fact, she didn't see a
seript until the day before the per-
formance. But the lack of prep time
prevented her from worrying too

Prairie Home Companion” radio myeh,

show. “The Nanny,” a skit writtenby — “If you are thinking about the

Keillor, is a 800'-‘1 example of art im- technical aspects, relaxed jaw, re-

itating life: Ohlmann is employed as Jaxed . raised soft palate, then

the Keillor family nanny. you are th too much, when you
“I was quite nervous, but at the ghould be " ghe said. “The

same time I knew he (Keillor) of is emoting and try-

wouldn't have asked me to do it if he mm that.”

didn’t think I could come through,” She did connect — and she re-

she lled. “That was the fuel for ceived a barrage of compliments

the fire that made me go for it.”
A 1998 St. M&Mte
in vocal performance, has

said. “I had to be honest with them.”

In fact, her last performance was
in Seward. She returned at the end
of January to sing at a Habitat for
Humanity benefit concert, which
raised $2,000,

But she considers St. Paul, Minn,,
home now, she said, and Keillor has
asked her to return to the show.
When not singing or working, she's
learning tae kwon do and Spanish,
dancing to salsa music and scouting
new restaurants.

Her travels with the Keillor fami-
ly provide many opportunities for
hig-city adventures. And lately, she
said, she hasn't missed Nebraska.

“I'll walk down the streets of New
York City and feel like ‘Yes, here I
am, this is me!' Then I laugh to my-
self the first 18 years of my
life were in Seward, Nebraska,” she

said.
But don't expect the long, tall Ne-
braskan to turn into a big-city wimp.
“1 am vi from
said. “I am so glad

Nebraska,”

W I gained from my
8 growing up in a place like
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